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AT RIGHT: Senior Vice President 
Sue Hembrook with Neenah Unit 33 
members Vicki Hanson & Claire Burr 
who received an award for Junior Unit 
of the Year from Junior Activities Chair-
man Dr. Christine Johnsen and Junior 
Activities Vice Chair Morgan Johnsen.

FAR RIGHT: President Becky 
with Little Miss Poppy Avery Smith 
of Oak Creek Unit 434 and Poppy 
Chairman Deanna Farley.

2025 ala-wisconsin convention highlights

2025-2026 District Presidents: Front row: Pat Ehleiter (D4), Barb 
McDaniel (D12), Sue Keyzers (D9), Teresa Steinke (D10), Jesse 
Elmhorst (D7), Kay Grosskopf (D8); Back row: Kathy Olson (D2), 
Shelley Drager (D3), Linda Bartell (D5), Theresa Schindler (D11), 
Crystal Shaw (D1), and Diane Steinert (D6).

2025-2026 Department Officers (l-r): Sergeant-at-Arms Sue 
Turowski, Alternate NEC Becky Mueller, 2nd VP Betty Stone, 
Historian Dr. Christine Johnsen, Sr VP Amy Luft, Executive 
Secretary-Treasurer Bonnie Dorniak, Department President Sue 
Hembrook, 1st VP Christina Petranovich, NEC Maggie Geiger, 
Asst Sergeant-at-Arms Linda Coppock, Chaplain Sandy Mack.

FAR LEFT: President Becky 
Mueller with special guest Hon-
ored PDP Joan Chwala (2011-
2012) and Past Presidents Par-
ley Chairman Joanie Dickerson.

AT LEFT: President Becky 
Mueller, with Unit Member of 
the Year Stephanie Benson of 
Chippewa Falls Unit 77, and 
Leadership Chairman Teresa 
Isensee.

AT RIGHT: Members of District 
4 celebrate their achievement as 
the first (and only) district to reach 
100% in membership by department 
convention. Congratulations!

FAR RIGHT: President Becky Muel-
ler with ALA Badger Girls State Gover-
nor Kaliope Morgan who was sponsored 
by Oak Creek Unit 434, ALABGS Exec-
utive Director Joanie Dickerson, and AL-
ABGS Chairman Danyelle Thompson.

FAR LEFT: Past Presidents Parley 
Chairman Joanie Dickerson presented 
awards for Mentor of the Year to Char 
Kiesling, Teresa Isensee, and Joyce 
Endres (not pictured).

AT LEFT: Senior Vice President 
Sue Hembrook with Honorary Junior 
President Lindsay Stiff of Stevens Point 
Unit 6, Junior Activities Chairman Dr. 
Christine Johnsen, and Junior Activi-
ties Vice Chair Morgan Johnsen. 

american legion auxiliary 
spring sweepstakes 

winners for 2025

Thank you to everyone who supported 
The American Legion Auxiliary Spring 
Sweepstakes that was in the February 
issue of this newspaper. The fundraiser 
was a great success! Congratulations to 
all the lucky winners!

$500 AWARDS (6 Winners):
James Bolgrien, Portage
Loren Hursh, Schofield

John Lepinski, Eden
Mike Maroszek, Pulaski
Ronald Riehl, Menasha

William Ziemer, Shawano

$400 AWARDS (8 Winners):
Roland Brosel, Menomonee Falls

Priscilla Castellano, Milltown
Bruce Fischer, Tomah

Aaron Krebsbach, La Crosse
Charles Larson, DeForest

Bobby Loney, Viroqua
Bill Riemer, Birchwood

Gerald Rosenfield, Janesville

$300 AWARDS (16 Winners):
Harold Ehlo, La Crosse

Martin Erickson, Appleton
Clyde Gerth, Watertown

Delmer Giessel, Kaukauna
Paul Gutbrod, Lannon
Lee Jungen, Appleton
Roger Kage, Mosinee

Donna Kraehnke, Burlington
Kay Liebergen, Greenleaf
Joan Quarzenski, Crivitz
Paul Radetski, Green Bay

John Schlice, Stevens Point
Judy Schulz, Markesan
Allan Seubert, Wausau
Glen Warnke, Hudson

Walter Worzalla, Wisconsin Rapids

$200 AWARDS (20 Winners):
Richard Anderson, Mosinee
Sandra Bosley, Marshfield
Bradley Bursch, Osceola

Julianne Carriveau, Marathon
Lamont Dechant, Tomah
Clyde Gerth, Watertown

David Gleason, New Richmond
Jeremy Hendricks, Kaukauna

Jeffrey Hoeft, Spooner
Col James Hove, Kissimmee
Peggy Johnson, Fall Creek
Carol Kalscheur, Waunakee

Wayne Klimek, Algoma
Arthur Kotila, Rhinelander
George Kroncke, Madison

John Martin, Merrill
Brian Moravec, Shiocton

David Robel, Fredonia
William Rotta, Hartford

Albert Wilkinson, Waukesha
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
Sandy Mack
Department Chaplain/Music Chairman
smack0555@gmail.com
262-388-9816

What does the word offering, mean 
to you? To me, it is an act of gratitude, 
contribution, loyalty, love for God and 
each other.

2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart 
to give, not reluctantly or under compul-
sion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” This 
emphasizes the importance of giving from 
the heart and with a willing spirit. This 
highlights that God appreciates those who 
give joyfully rather than out of obligation. 
To me, this is why I am here, to give of-
ferings to our Veterans, military, and their 
families from the heart.

Other topics to focus on are stress, 
trying to do too much in a short amount 
of time, challenges you face in your daily 
work, and anger with others who are not 
up to your expectations. This is something 
we all might deal with at one time or 
another. My findings are that I count to 
ten, take deep breaths, take a walk, and 
avoid further confrontations. Sometimes 
we need to work smarter, not harder, and 
help others accomplish what we may have 
already done in a positive manner.

Always remember, we are all members 
of this great organization working for the 
good of the Auxiliary, serving our Veter-
ans, military – both at home and abroad, 
and their families. If you ever need to 
talk and have someone listen, always 
remember I am here, and you can always 
reach out. God is the silent listener in 
every conversation and hears your prayers 
wherever you may be.

As I am on this new journey as your 
Department Chaplain/Music Chairman, 
I want to reach out to each and every 
one of you to send me your prayers and 
music. I will be putting together a book 
for President Sue Hembrook.

Remember the sayings, “do onto others 
as you would want done to you” and “give 
and it will be given to you.” Together, we 
can make a difference! God Bless America.

GREETINGS FROM HEADQUARTERS

Bonnie Dorniak
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
608-745-0124
deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
www.amlegionauxwi.org

Congratulations to Becky Mueller on a suc-
cessful year as Department President. President 
Becky presented ten Heart of the ALA awards 
at the 104th ALA Department Convention in 
Green Bay. Congratulations to all the award 
recipients!

Other convention highlights included reports 
from department program chairs; a tribute to 
Honored PDP Joan Chwala (2011-2012); rec-
ognition of Unit Member of the Year Stephanie 
Benson of Chippewa Falls, ALA Badger Girls 
State Governor Kaliope Morgan, and the ALA’s 
hospital representatives and deputies; introduc-
tion of candidate for National Commander Jay 

Bowen; election of new department officers; 
and a parade of all 100% unit members! If you 
weren’t there, you missed a great time!

A special thanks goes out to Bethany Fred-
ericks for attempting to maintain my sanity, 
SuAnn Pagel-Rast for her expertise in creating 
the PowerPoint slide show for all the program 
reports, and Dany Thompson for providing 
awesome music to enhance the weekend 
activities. Convention would not have been 
successful without all their help.

Past Department President Becky’s year 
concluded with the installation of 2025-2026 
Department President Sue Hembrook, the 
2025-2026 department officers and district 
presidents.

Newly elected Department President Sue 
Hembrook’s theme for the upcoming year is 
“Honor our Country, Support our Veterans.” 
Her special project this year is Camp Ameri-

can Legion, in honor of their recent 100-year 
anniversary.

Although we are still collecting dues for 
the 2025 membership year, 2026 membership 
cards and rosters have been sent to all the units. 
Any unit that has not received their member-
ship packet should contact Andrea Stoltz at 
department headquarters immediately.

2026 renewal notices will be mailed from 
the national organization in mid-September, 
but you don’t have to wait to renew your dues. 
To expedite processing, you may pay your dues 
online (www.ALAforVeterans.org) or call the 
national organization during regular business 
hours (Monday through Friday, 7:00  a.m. – 
3:30 p.m. Central Time). Members who pay 
for multiple people can take care of everyone’s 
dues with one simple phone call to 317-569-
4570! New members for 2026 can be processed 
after September 1.

Dr. Christine Johnsen 
Department Chairman 
cmj102@aol.com 
715-203-2015 

Morgan Johnsen 
Department Vice Chairman

Juniors are the foundation upon which we will build the future of The Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary. To highlight the importance of these valuable members of 
The American Legion Family, a membership award specific to recruiting Junior 
members has been created. Recruit three new Junior members to earn the Junior 
Ranger Award! As planning begins for the 2025-2026 administrative year, please 
make every effort to actively invite our youngest members to participate in and 
support all American Legion Family programs and activities.

In the spirit to Honor our Country, Support our Veterans, plans are in the works 
for several exciting Junior events! As Junior Eagles of the Central Division, we 
are going to soar across the state for our conferences. SAVE THE DATE for the 
Department of Wisconsin Junior Fall Conference, which will be held on Saturday, 
October 11, 2025, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, at the Wisconsin Veterans Home at 
Union Grove, 21425 Spring Street, Union Grove, WI. A return to Camp American 
Legion for another fabulous weekend is planned for spring, along with fundrais-
ing activities throughout the year in support of Camp American Legion. More 
information will be available in upcoming Unit Mailings and on the Department 
website (www.amlegionauxwi.org> Programs > Junior Activities).

The Junior Activities Program Engagement Plan for 2025-26 will be available 
on the Department website in September. Please reach out to me by phone or 
email if you have any questions, or great ideas, about Junior activities. It’s going 
to be a FANTASTIC year!

junior activities

2025 Poppy distribu-
tions were successful 
for another year! 
AT LEFT: Green 
Bay Sullivan-Wallen 
Post 11 Legion Fam-
ily members (l-r):  
Shirley Willis (ALA), 
Keith Goodman 
(SAL), Cathy Landry 
(TAL/ALA).
RIGHT: Ross-Wilcox 
Unit 79 members 
Nan Southey and 
Sandy Brook at the 
Burlington Farmers 
Market. 

Members of Berlin Unit 340 worked with the Berlin High School 
principal and secretary to purchase red, white and blue-colored 
honor cords for students of the Class of 2025 who have committed 
to serving in the military following graduation.  The students wore 
these cords and were recognized during commencement, thus 
beginning a new annual graduation tradition in Berlin. 

unit 340 honors graduates

poppy distribution

Hammond Unit 432 
recently set up a per-
manent display in the 
Veterans Wing at the 
Hammond Nurs ing 
Home, where approx-
imately 17 Veterans 
reside, to honor POWs 
and MIAs. Items are 
set on a small round 
table representing the 
frailty of one prisoner.  
The white tablecloth 
represents the purity 
of their intent, the red 
rose is for bloodshed, 
the lemon reminds us 
of their bitter fate, the 
inverted glass signifies 
that they cannot join 
us, the empty chair that 
they are not present, 
and the candle is the 
light of hope. Thank you to Auxiliary President Judy Jones 
and Treasurer Jennifer Hawkins for gathering supplies and 
setting up this meaningful display.

POW/MIAs: IN REMEMBRANCE

mailto:smack0555@gmail.com
mailto:deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
http://www.amlegionauxwi.org
http://www.ALAforVeterans.org
mailto:cmj102@aol.com
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DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN 
FALL JUNIOR CONFERENCE 

Wisconsin Veterans Home at Union Grove 
Boland Hall 

21425 Spring Street 
Union Grove, WI  53182 

	
  
Saturday, October 11, 2025     10:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Your Junior Fall Conference will be held on Saturday, October 11, 2025, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm at 
Wisconsin Veterans Home at Union Grove, Boland Hall. This will include a business meeting, lunch, 
an activity with residents, and several fun activities for all ages! 

Registration, including lunch, is $10, and Junior T-shirts can be ordered for $10 each. Two weeks 
before the event, additional information will be sent to registrants by email and will be available on the 
ALA Wisconsin website at www.amlegionauxwi.org/junioractivities.  

If you have any questions, please call or text Christine Johnsen at 715-203-2015, or email at 
cmj102@aol.com. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

2025 JUNIOR AUXILIARY FALL CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
Registration must be received by September 15, 2025 

 
Form submitted by (please print clearly): 
 
Name: _______________________________________________ District#:___________ Unit#:___________ 
 
Phone #: _____________________________________ Email:______________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

NAME / UNIT # 

 
 
 

Grade 

 
First time 
attendee? 
(Yes/No) 

 
 

Junior 
member 

 
 

Senior 
member 

 
Registration 

& Lunch 
$10 

 
Youth Size  
S, M, L, XL  

$10 

Adult Size  
S, M, L, 

2XL, 3XL  
$10 

 
 

Total per 
person 

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

 
 

        

Totals 
 

  $ $ $ $ 

 
Total Amount Enclosed $_________________________ 

 
 

Please send registration form with check payable to American Legion Auxiliary to: 
Christine Johnsen, 159991 Granite Rd., Wausau, WI  54403 

Bob Shappell 
Department Chairman
bobshap@aol.com
414-899-4067

The main purposes of the 
ALA National Security Pro-
gram are to: 1) raise aware-
ness of POW/MIAs and 
the ongoing efforts to bring 
closure to their families, 2) 
support the Legion’s prior-
ities for a strong national 
defense, 3) support military 
families in and around our 
communities, and 4) advo-
cate and support initiatives 
to improve military quality 
of life for servicemembers 
and their families.

Military life has always been filled with 
uncertainties, apprehension, and in some cases, 
fear of the future. World situations today are 
adding to those uncertainties for members and 
their families. We need to prepare ourselves 
and our Unit resources to offer kindness, 
understanding, and tangible help to our local 
military families.

How do we know who they are? Now is 

the time to get active and 
find them. Use current or 
recent military members 
or family members in 
your Post/Unit family 
to identify and contact 
them, letting them know 
we are there if and when 
they need us. November 
is National Veterans and 
Military Family Appre-
ciation month. Let’s set 
a goal to identify and 
contact all those military 
families in our community 
and surrounding areas by 
November, and host a 
gathering to remind them 
how much we care about 

them and how prepared we are to provide 
support for them when needed.

Finally, kick off your National Security pro-
gram by publicizing and talking about POW/
MIA Day on September 19 (the third Friday 
each September). Reach out to your community 
and all Veterans. Have the mayor recognize the 
day locally. Hold a small ceremony at your fa-
cility or a community hall. Do something – big 
or small. Remember them!

national security

Sue Keyzers
2024-2025 Department Chair

Being the Distinguished Guests Chairman 
for the Department of Wisconsin was a won-
derful experience. My first official duty was 
when Central Division National Vice President 
Rosemarie Hauck came to Wisconsin in Octo-
ber. We took Rosemarie to the Poppy Shop for 
a tour of the War Memorial Center, then to Oak 
Creek Post 434 for a traditional Wisconsin fish 
fry. On Saturday we attended the ALA In The 
Know program in Cedarburg. That evening, we 
went to the Milwaukee airport to greet Veterans 
returning from a Stars and Stripes Honor Flight. 
There were two Honor Flights that day. For one 
flight, Rosemarie and President Becky Mueller 
were able to go to the gate and watch as the 
Veterans got off of the plane to receive poppies 
from Little Miss Poppy.

My second duty was when National President 
Trish Ward came to Wisconsin in June to visit 
ALA Badger Girls State. Trish’s plane was de-
layed so she did not arrive until about 9:30 on 
Sunday morning. After checking into her dorm 
room at UW-Oshkosh and eating lunch, I gave 
her a tour of the campus. Trish visited ALABGS 
when she was the Central División National Vice 
President, so she was familiar with some of the 
buildings. After that, we went to the first General 
Assembly and visited some of the City and Party 
meetings that were in progress. After dinner and 
more meetings, we attended the evening’s Gen-
eral Assembly where Trish gave an outstanding 

Central Division National 
Vice President Rosemarie Hauck

talk about being kind to one another and the 
delegates were very impressed. Early Monday 
morning (4:00 am!), Becky and I took Trish to 
the airport and she was off to Idaho. Her stay 
in Wisconsin was less than 24 hours, but Trish 
packed a lot into that short time!

While my duties as District President preclud-
ed me from serving as the Distinguished Guests 
Chairman at the Department Convention, I thank 
President Becky for the honor of being her 
Distinguished Guests Chairman for 2024-2025.

distinguished guests

National President Trish Ward (front row with the blue shirt).

70-Year
Membership
Pin at 
Unit 366
Barb Hess, 
President of 
Princeton Ameri-
can Legion Auxil-
iary Unit 366 pre-
sented Mary Swed 
with her 70-year
membership 
pin in June.

mailto:bobshap@aol.com
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN

2024-2025 STATISTICS

Statistics are current as of May 31, 2025 and are based 
on the annual year-end reports from 237 of Wisconsin’s 
347 Units.

Wisconsin has almost 15,000 members – grandmothers, 
mothers, sisters, spouses, daughters, and granddaughters 
of Veterans.

OUR SERVICE FOR VETERANS AND MILITARY

* Number of Veterans/Military assisted: 59,476
* Hours volunteered:  253,737
* Dollars spent: $550,451
* Dollar value of in-kind donations:  $74,851
* Number of poppies purchased for distribution in WI:  220,890
* Number of poppies purchased by other states:  39,500
* Poppy dollars raised to support veterans: $368,520
* Number of Veterans who made poppies:  17

OUR SERVICE FOR MILITARY FAMILIES

* Number of military families served: 8,446
* Hours volunteered:  53,864
* Dollars spent: $86,884

OUR SERVICE FOR CHILDREN/YOUTH

* Number of children & youth served: 20,601
* Hours volunteered for Legion Family youth activities:  14,751
* Dollars spent on children & youth: $54,651

OUR SERVICE THRU ALA BADGER GIRLS STATE

* Hours volunteered:  10,230
* Dollars spent: $283,319
* Number of ALA Badger Girls State delegates in 2024: 504

SCHOLARSHIPS

* Number of scholarships awarded: 642
* Dollar amount of local scholarships: $92,900
* Dollar amount of Department scholarships:  $24,000

OUR SERVICE IN OUR COMMUNITIES

* Hours volunteered:  204,757
* Dollars spent: $363,721

To learn more about The American Legion Auxiliary, 
visit www.ALAforVeterans.org 

or www.amlegionauxwi.org 

Department of Wisconsin
2025 State Convention Citations

President’s Award for Excellence – Becky Mueller, Department President
10 – awarded to Ozaukee County Council, District 2; Plymouth Unit 243, District 2; DeForest Unit 348, District 3; 

Lone Rock Unit 383; District 3; Montello Unit 351, District 6; Mauston Unit 81, District 7; Seymour Unit 106, 
District 9; Cumberland Unit 98, District 10; Independence Unit 186, District 10; Grantsburg Unit 185, District 12.

Americanism – Diane Burkhalter, Department Chairman
4 – Certificates of Recognition – awarded to Neenah Unit 33, District 6; Marathon Unit 469, District 8; 

Independence Unit 186, District 10; Grantsburg Unit 185, District 12.

Chaplain – Donna Jensen, Department Chaplain
1 – Certificate of Recognition – awarded to Grantsburg Unit 185, District 12.

Children & Youth – Joyce Endres, Department Chairman
5 – Certificates of Recognition – awarded to Port Washington Unit 82, District 2; Neenah Unit 33, District 6; 

Humbird Unit 320; District 7; River Falls Unit 121, District 10; Grantsburg Unit 185, District 12.
4 – Youth Hero Award Certificates – Nolan Wingert sponsored by Pewaukee Unit 71, District 1; Acie Holland 

sponsored by Union Grove Unit 171, District 1; Marisa Obst, sponsored by West Bend Unit 36, District 2; 
Owen Beierman sponsored by River Falls Unit 121, District 10.

Community Service – Sandy Mack, Department Chairman
3 – Certificates of Recognition – awarded to Hartland Unit 294, District 1; Mukwonago Unit 375, District 1; Grafton 

Unit 355, District 2.

Education/M. Louise Wilson Loan Fund – Diane Weggen, Department Chairman
16 – Certificates of Recognition – awarded to Mukwonago Unit 375, District 1; Plymouth Unit 243, District 2; 

Richland Center Unit 13, District 3; Stoughton Unit 59, District 3; Mount Hope Unit 229, District 3; Lone Rock 
Unit 383, District 3; Neenah Unit 33, District 6; St. Cloud Unit 478, District 6; Loyal Unit 175, District 7; New 
London Unit 263, District 8; Marathon Unit 469, District 8; Pembine Unit 461, District 9; Fall Creek Unit 376, 
District 10; Park Falls Unit 182, District 11; Birchwood Unit 379, District 12; & District 10.

Junior Activities – Christine Johnsen, Department Chairman
1 – Junior Unit of the Year – awarded to Neenah Unit 33, District 6.

Leadership – Teresa Isensee, Department Chairman
1 – Unit Member of the Year – awarded to Stephanie Benson of Chippewa Falls Unit 77, District 10.

Membership – Amy Luft, Department Chairman 
2 – Certificates of Recognition – awarded to District 3 & District 4.

National Security – Karen Runk, Department Chairman
4 – Certificates of Recognition – awarded to Plymouth Unit 243, District 2; Marathon Unit 469, District 8; Appleton 

Unit 38, District 9; Somerset Unit 111, District 10.

Past Presidents Parley – Joanie Dickerson, Department Chairman
3 – Mentors of the Year – awarded to Joyce Endres of Waunakee Unit 360, District 3; Char Kiesling of Neenah 

Unit 33, District 6; and Teresa Isensee of Boyd Unit 326, District 10.

Poppy – Deanna Farley, Department Chairman
7 – Poppy Poster Awards – awarded to Julia Riihinen, District 7 (Class I); Jessa Reimer, District 9 (Class II); 

Alana Schmidt, District 9 (Class III); Natalie Brickner, District 2 (Class IV); Serena Love, District 9 (Class V); 
Frankie Hoeffeller, District 9 (Class VI); Payton Wojcik, District 9 (Class VII).

1 – Little Miss Poppy – awarded to Avery Smith, District 4.

Public Relations – Bob Shappell, Department Chairman
1 – Certificate of Recognition – awarded to Plymouth Unit 243, District 2.

Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation – Bonnie Jakubczyk, Department Chairman
1 – Certificate of Recognition – awarded to Grafton Unit 355, District 2.

District Award – Barb McDaniel, 12th District President
3 – Certificates of Recognition – awarded to Spooner Unit 12; Grantsburg Unit 185; Cable Unit 487.

Bi-monthly Unit Mailing-August 2023

Cumberland Unit 98 President Toniann Knutson present-
ed a Good Deed Award to Holly Hargrave. Holly sold her 
4-H lamb and donated the proceeds to another 4-H member 
who was having heart transplant surgery. The lamb sold four 
times at the Barron County Fair auction, raising over $27,000 
for the Lexi Anderson heart transplant fund.

good deed award:
holly hargrave

http://www.ALAforVeterans.org
http://www.amlegionauxwi.org
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Leah Reynolds is an American Legion Aux-
iliary member with Osseo Unit 324 as well as 
an ALA Badger Girls State alumna from the 
2019 ALABGS session. She graduated from 
Minnesota State University-Mankato in 2024 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Recreation, Parks 
& Leisure Services, Therapeutic Recreation 
and minored in Military Science with the Mav-
erick Battalion Army ROTC program.

On June 25, 2025, Leah graduated from 
EBOLC-Engineer Basic Officer Leader Course 
Class 05-25 after five months in training with 
Bravo Company 554th Engineer Battalion in 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri.

Leah is currently a 2nd Lieutenant in the 
Army Reserves with the 327th Vertical Con-
struction Company in Onalaska, Wisconsin. She 
lives in Chippewa Falls and works as an Activ-
ities Therapist at Mayo Clinic in Eau Claire.

Alabgs Alumni Spotlight:
Leah ReynoldsDanyelle Thompson

Department Chair
alabgs.chairman@gmail.com
920-379-6489

In June of 2025, ALA Badger Girls State 
celebrated it’s 80th session at the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh. Fifty-eight (58) counsel-
ors and just under 500 delegates joined together 
to create the 51st State of Badger. Overall, it 
was a very successful week!

This year, due to the decommissioning of 
Gruenhagen Conference Center, the program 
was moved to new residence halls. Because of 
this, the schedule was changed significantly 
which made a positive impact. The delegates 
were given more rest and work time, and travel 
across campus was reduced.

The delegates became citizens on Sunday, ran 
for the majority of offices on Monday and Tuesday, 
and spent the rest of the week passing legislation 
and debating important issues. On Wednesday, the 
Oshkosh Legion Post demonstrated a flag disposal 

ceremony, and Department Commander Jim 
Johnson helped President Becky hand out blue star 
banners to delegates who have immediate family 
members serving in the military.

On Thursday, the culmination of the program 
was the Inauguration, and many state officials 
joined the delegates in this celebration – includ-
ing Governor Tony Evers, Justice Jill Karofsky, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Dr Jill 
Underly, Treasurer John Leiber, and Secretary 
of State Sarah Godlewski. They were generous 
with their time and each spoke to the delegates 
about their role in public service.

On Friday, the program ended with a State 
Fair! Not only did each city and county have 
a display to demonstrate everything they did 
throughout the week, but many of the citizens 
showed off their skills in the annual Talent 
Show. It was a fun and productive week that 
could not have been possible without the sup-
port of The American Legion Auxiliary units 
and the 58 volunteers who gave up time and va-
cation to make sure the program was a success.

ala badger girls state

Our new membership year is upon us, and it is time to go 
camping!  Yes, you read that right!  Department President Sue’s 
theme is “Honor our Country, Support our Veterans” and her 
special project is Camp American Legion.  Our great country will 
be celebrating it’s 250th Birthday on July 4, 2026, so together 
with our nation’s birthday and President Sue’s special project, 
Wisconsin Membership will be highlighting National Parks!

Each district randomly selected a National Park for the 
2025-2026 year:

District 1 – Saint Croix National Scenic Riverway
District 2 – Denali National Park and Preserve
District 3 – Everglades National Park
District 4 – Apostle Islands National Lakeshore
District 5 – Badlands National Park
District 6 – Grand Canyon National Park
District 7 – Hawaii Volcanoes National Park
District 8 – Yosemite National Park
District 9 – Glacier National Park
District 10 – Yellowstone National Park
District 11 – Redwood National Park
District 12 – Great Smoky Mountains National Park

We are excited to see how each district incorporates their 
park with their membership efforts!  The Wisconsin Member-

ship Team is here to assist with all your membership efforts 
so please reach out!

We also have some great incentives to help us reach our 
goals (1% over 2024 membership as of 12/31/2024).  NOTE: 
2025-2026 Unit Officer form must be submitted and the listed 
officers must be paid to qualify for any awards.

AWARDS:
•	 “PARK RANGER” Recruit 1 Award:  Members who 

recruit a new member or rejoin an expired member for 2026 
will receive a Membership pin.

•	 “NAVIGATION/COMPASS” Award:  Units that reach 
the membership percentage by the goal date will be placed in 
a random drawing to win $100.

	 •	 75% - September 15
	 •	 85% - October 15
	 •	 95% - November 15
	 •	 100% - December 15
•	 “PARK PASS” AWARD: Units reaching 100% by 

12/31/25 will receive two (2) entries – by 1/31/26, one (1) entry.  
One lucky unit will win an all-access Department Convention 
Pass which includes:

	 •	 Two (2) unit members’ paid convention registrations
	 •	 Hotel accommodation (one room for two nights)
	 •	 Unit recognition at convention

	 •	 Two (2) free passes to the Commander’s Party
•	 “JUNIOR RANGER” AWARD (NEW this year!):  

Recruit three (3) NEW junior members and receive a special 
award from department!

As always, memberships can be easily renewed online at My 
Auxiliary Member Portal located on the national website (www.ALA-
forVeterans.org) or call National Headquarters at 317-569-4570.

DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP TEAM

Christina Petranovich
Chairman

christina.petranovich@yahoo.com
715-512-0628

Diane Burkhalter
Committee Member

burkhalterdl@gmail.com
414-807-0501

Andrea Stoltz
Membership Program Coordinator

alawi@amlegionauxwi.org
608-745-0124

membership

Bonnie Dorniak
Department HQ
deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org

Past Department President Becky Mueller 
selected the Auxiliary Emergency Fund (AEF) 
as her special project last year. Thanks to the 
generosity of our members, Wisconsin donated 
$36,950.86 to the national AEF program – 
THANK YOU!

But what is AEF? AEF is a national grant 
initiative available to eligible ALA members 
who have endured a significant financial set-
back because of a natural disaster or other per-
sonal crisis. Grants are awarded up to $3,000. 
Funding for AEF grants comes from members 
helping members throughout the United States. 

AEF applicants must be ALA members who 
have maintained annual ALA membership for 
three consecutive years.

Disaster Grants must be received within 
three months of the disaster and are used to 
provide emergency assistance when the mem-
ber’s primary residence has been devastated 
by disaster. Applications require photos as 
documentation or receipts for reimbursable 
expenses for temporary shelter, temporary 
structure repairs, purchase of alternative power 
sources, or groceries needed due to being dis-
placed. Receipts dated the day of the disaster 
or up to three weeks after the disaster may be 
considered. Assistance will not be granted for 
damages to a secondary or seasonal residence 
or expenses that occurred before the disaster 

or after the three-week time limit.
Hardship Grants will consider funding only 

for overdue expenses related to primary resi-
dence, basic household utility expenses, and/or 
loss of income due to medical and/or employment 
reasons within the last six months. Requests for 
payment of medical-related expenses, taxes, 
general loans, insurances, credit cards, cellular/
TV services, animal care, car payments, or home/
vehicle maintenance are not eligible for funding. 
All documentation (utility bills, invoices, mort-
gage/rent statements, etc.) should be in the name 
of the ALA member and/or their spouse.

Only applications on the ALA website at 
www.ALAforVeterans.org/AEF will be 
accepted for processing. Applications must be 
submitted electronically or mailed directly to 

the national organization to maintain confiden-
tiality. If applications are complete and contain 
all of the required documentation, a decision 
can be made in approximately 14 business 
days. All decisions by the AEF Review Com-
mittee are final.

How can you help the AEF program? 
When disaster strikes or an ALA member is 
experiencing a personal crisis, please make 
them aware of the AEF program. Start a fund-
raiser with donations specifically designated to 
the AEF program. Members may donate online 
(one-time donation or monthly donations) at 
www.ALAforVeterans.org/donate or mail 
donations to department headquarters, marked 
“AEF.” Donations cannot be earmarked for a 
specific individual or disaster area.

aef: thank you!

mailto:alabgs.chairman@gmail.com
http://www.ALAforVeterans.org
http://www.ALAforVeterans.org
mailto:christina.petranovich@yahoo.com
mailto:burkhalterdl@gmail.com
mailto:alawi@amlegionauxwi.org
mailto:deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
http://www.ALAforVeterans.org/AEF
http://www.alaforveterans.org/donate
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The American Legion’s rich legacy is a testa-
ment to our unwavering dedication and profound 
impact, evident in initiatives like establishing 
the VA and the G.I. Bill. Our influence resonates 
not only across the nation but also deeply within 
the heartlands of Wisconsin—from Kenosha to 
Beaver Dam, Mount Horeb to Greendale, and 
Wausau to Spooner and Boyd. Programs such 

as the Oratorical Contest, Badger Boys State, and Legion Baseball 
and Softball exemplify our commitment to empowering the next 
generation. By honoring our past, we ensure a vibrant future. 

Education forms a cornerstone for advancing our legacy. Whether 
you have been a Legionnaire for five minutes, five years, or fif-
ty-five years, there is always more to learn about The American 
Legion. Through the Wisconsin American Legion College, we set 
the standard in educating and training our members, offering both 
in-person and online courses for every Legionnaire, regardless 
of their tenure. By expanding our knowledge, we strengthen our 
ability to tell the story of The American Legion. It is by telling our 
story and running our programs that our fellow Veterans, young, 
and not-so-young, will join us.

Assisting Veterans and their families is the heart of our orga-

nization. The American Legion Family (Legionnaires, Auxiliary 
Sons of The American Legion, and Riders) can achieve far more 
in partnership with our County and Tribal Service Officers, the 
WDVA, and other Veteran organizations. We must lead in these 
partnerships. Our “Be The One” mission needs to kick into high 
gear. We must be passionate about our Buddy Checks and provide 
small acts of service like rides to medical appointments, help with 
yard care, and activities at our Posts. We must each “Be The One” 
to give hope, to give purpose, and to give life to our fellow Veterans 
and their families.

Most importantly, we pass on our legacy by fulfilling our duty to 
our Community, State, and Nation. Younger Veterans are desperate-
ly seeking purpose and meaning in their lives. By contributing to 
our programs—such as Legion Baseball and Softball, sponsoring 
Scouting troops, and assisting homeless Veterans—they will see 
their chance for purpose and meaning. We are an organization that 
changes and saves lives.

I invite you to join me in preserving our legacy. Let us work to 
carry it into the future by promoting education, assisting fellow 
Veterans, and performing our duty. LEAD in your local communi-
ty, and we, your elected officers, will provide the tools to do that. 
Together, we will move our legacy forward!

Gree t ings  and  my 
hearty congratulations 
to all of the newly elect-
ed  Commanders  and 
Officers across the De-
tachment of Wisconsin. 
We have had a fantastic 
year thanks to all of your 
work. Our 133 squadrons 

in this great state have surpassed last year’s 
total economic impact!

You have given 995,435 volunteer hours 
and $524,064 in donations for a total eco-
nomic impact of $3,844,248. All this and we 
have added 7 new squadrons, reaching just 
over 89% renewals of our current members 
with 43 Squadrons achieving all-time high 
membership goals.

You have achieved all of this with just 
67 of the 133 Squadrons reporting your 
activities and donations to Headquarters. 
Just imagine where we would be if all of our 
members reported their volunteer efforts and 

the Squadrons turned in their total efforts 
and reported them to the Detachment. Let’s 
all try for that goalpost this year.

Our congratulations to the newly elected 
American Legion Family leadership. I ex-
pect to work very closely with Commander 
Nathan Bond, President Sue Hembrook and 
Director Corey Doehrmann. Commander 
Bond has chosen “FAMILY FIRST” as our 
motto to work not only as a team but as a 
family as well. As Camp American Legion 
celebrates its 100th Birthday, we have 
decided to make Camp American Legion 
the main project for this year. We can all 
pitch in to help rejuvenate our beautiful and 
unique camp.

We can focus on other important projects 
as well throughout the year. We have set fa-
miliar goals for the Detachment as a whole. 
Vice Commanders Steve Duboise, Jeremy 
Mason, Dave Hodgson and Randy Timms 
are poised to reach our goals:

•	 Expand our commitment to Home-

less Veterans through our Freez’in for a 
Reason Program that has gained national 
recognition

•	 Keep building our Troop & Family 
Support through our ALF Dog Program 

•	 Drive for 5 in ’25 – that’s 5000 mem-
bers by this time next year and we are only 
256 members away from that goal with 
several new Squadrons in the wings.

•	 Ask all Squadrons to press onward 
with their per capita Legion Program 
Donations

•	 Continue Leadership Training at all 
levels, particularly at the Squadron level 
for Leadership Succession. As Past Depart-
ment Commander Carl Stuvengen brought 
forward, Find the Next You and we will 
continue to grow and succeed.

So, let’s go out there and Be The One. 
And together, WE WILL ALL BE LEGION 
STRONG.

P.S. This is a special thank you to Cooper, 
age 12, our youngest acting DEC Chaplain.

The 106th American Legion Department of 
Wisconsin convention in Green Bay, WI, was a 
great event and included opportunities to learn 
from past, present & future leaders of the Legion. 
It was great to hear others’ perspectives on Amer-
ican Legion programs. There were also chances 
to socialize and meet fellow Legion Family 
members from across the state, learn what their 

Legion posts, Auxiliary units, S.A.L. squadrons & Rider districts on 
what is being successful for them. Congratulations to Nathan Bond 
on being elected Department Commander, Sue Hembrook on being 
elected Department President and Chris Dannenmann on being elected 
Detachment Commander. If you can, I highly recommend attending 
next year, July 15-19, 2026, in Appleton.

The Legion Riders of Wisconsin have been busy so far this year. 
We participated in the 100th anniversary of Camp American Legion. 
District 11 held their annual peanut run to raise funds to ensure the 
chipmunks at Camp don’t run out of food. We also participated in many 
various community parades as well as July 4th parades and events. 
In late June we completed the Wisconsin Legion Riders – Cruise for 

a Cause, ‘Be The One for WI – 25’. We rode more than 600 miles 
and at this writing our great American Legion Family has raised over 
$70,000 to help our fellow Veterans.

There are many events still to come this year but just to list a few: 
Badger Youth Camp Ride for Kids will be held on September 6 starting 
at the Delafield Legion Post. This event raises money for the military 
children of families who are deployed/deploying. All donations will 
help more children attend Camp. Any motorized vehicle is welcome. 
There will be a scavenger hunt, raffles, motorcycle slow race and 
much more. Also on September 6, District 7’s annual Legacy Ride is 
a ride through some of the best areas of the state and raises money 
for many Veteran causes. On September 7, District 2 will host its 9th 
West Bend National Guard Armory Family Day at Regner Park in West 
Bend, solidly under the National Security pillar this event ensures the 
soldiers and families know we are here to support them.

If you have any questions about the Wisconsin Legion Riders don’t 
hesitate to contact me: Corey Doehrmann/State Director, cell 262-
305-0305 or email at alrawi.director@gmail.com. Our next meeting/
event after this publication will be the Fall Ride to Camp American 
Legion, September 13.

It is an absolute priv-
ilege to be your Depart-
ment President for the 
coming year. I truly will 
do my very best to fulfill 
the role you have entrust-
ed to me. My theme is 

“Honor our Country, Support our Veterans.” 
We are coming up on the 250th Anniversary 
of the founding of this great country of ours 
on July 4, 2026. Our military has been defend-
ing our way of life for all of those 250 years 
in one way or another. We need to promote 
patriotism in our land and honor and support 
those who fought to keep our freedom. The 
adage that freedom is not free is absolutely 
true. Many men and women have devoted 
their lives to support our freedom. We do not 
need another 9/11 to show our patriotism. 
We need to show it in our communities every 
day. Our membership is based on the fact that 
one of our family members served. We owe 
it to them to promote patriotism; it is a fitting 
tribute to our loved ones.

Our membership theme is going to take on 
a fun direction. We are going to be visiting 
our National Parks and seeing which park 
can attract the most visitors. The “Rangers” 
(a.k.a. District Membership Chairmen) will be 
stamping the park passports and our Depart-
ment Membership Team will come up with 
some fun events. What better way to celebrate 
our 250th Anniversary than by supporting 
our National Parks! Please remember that 
membership is the task of each and every one 
of you. We need to support the entire Legion 
Family in our membership recruitment. There 
are awards based on recruitment of the entire 
“Family”. Details will be coming soon.

The Department Commander, SAL Detach-
ment Commander, American Legion Riders 
Director and I are promoting the entire Legion 
Family this coming year. It is vital that we 
all work together, as we need each and every 
one of us to support our Veterans, active-duty 
military and communities. Together we can 
move mountains, and together we can promote 
patriotism within our communities.

Sue Hembrook
2025-2026

Department
President

President’s
message




