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Membership…A group of persons asso-
ciated by some common tie; a group of peo-
ple who work together. As American Legion 
Auxiliary members, that common tie is our 
veterans. The Preamble and Mission and Vi-
sion Statements provide the foundation, inspi-
ration, and determination to work together, re-
sulting in successfully carrying out the ideals 
implemented over a century ago.

The health and well-being of our veterans, 
military, and their families undeniably encom-
passes the Service Not Self ideal. Those very 
standards were the seeds planted by determined 
women long ago, ever growing to meet chang-
ing needs. Those members watched tiny seeds 
flourish, sprouting into the largest women’s pa-
triotic service organization in the world, which 
has evolved further to include spouses of female 
veterans. Wouldn’t those women be proud, as 
are we, and a bit amazed, at the resulting yield?!?

Your membership began within your own 
family – eligibility resting on your veteran. 
As such, a welcoming hand was extended into 

an even larger family. What you have chosen 
and/or continue to do with it is up to you.

Picture two houses next to each other. One 
is built on sand; the other on rock. Obviously, 
the house built on a solid foundation is going 
to fare much better and last much longer. Isn’t 
membership the same?

Think of the last time you asked someone 
to join. If you experienced the best scenario, 
there was an immediate yes, but sometimes 
the first question asked is, ‘What’s in it for 
me?’ The answer is NOTHING if you say no. 
Card carrying members are very important 
and we’re happy to add them to the family, 
but without active members willing to com-
mit, not much is going to happen.

That YES offers opportunity...an opportu-
nity to try something new, to gain experience, 
to grow forever friendships, to spread lead-
ership wings, and to challenge oneself. You 
will never know what you missed if you de-
cline the invitation. The rewards are priceless; 
awards are the icing on the cake.

Salute, Serve, and Celebrate! Salute by 
making each day Veterans Day. A simple thank 
you can make a world of difference. Serve by 
getting involved in our organization. Cele-

My travels this fall have 
reminded me of just what 
a beautiful state Wisconsin 
is and allowed me to meet 
hundreds of people who so 
willingly give their time and 
talents to Salute, Serve, Cel-
ebrate our veterans. Every-

Diane Weggen
Department
President

where I go, I meet people taking time to do for oth-
ers. We truly are a both for God and for country 
American Legion Family!
The weather is quickly changing as we move 

into winter and enter the holiday season – a sea-
son filled with kindness and giving. Consider 
giving a donation to the Homeless Women Vet-
erans Program, the Auxiliary Emergency Fund, 
the President’s Special Project, or any of the other 
programs as a gift to a family member or friend. 
Before we know it, Midwinter Conference 

will be here. Plan to stop at our Auxiliary 
table on Friday or Saturday, January 14-15, 
2022. On Saturday, January 15, the Auxiliary 
will have a session led by Leadership Chair-
man Teresa Isensee and her team. We are 
looking forward to a fun and interesting day 
of learning while connecting with others.
Post and Unit 457 Thiensville/Mequon hosted 

an incredible display of military memorabilia 
collected by Post 457 Legionnaire and Army 
Veteran Todd Boettcher. If you ever have the 
chance to see this display, do not miss it. Plan 
your day around this impressive event. The his-
tory, stories and connections are amazing!
Legionnaires, SAL members, Past Department 

President Pat Smith and I greeted families and 
friends of deploying troops in the 229th Engineer 
Company at the high school in Prairie du Chien. 
Commander Eirich, Department Adjutant Gear 

and ALA Representative Ann Wender joined me 
in a virtual meeting with Oscar G. Johnson VA 
Medical Center staff. As we learned about their 
services and programs and received answers to 
our questions, it was clear how this facility and 
staff received national recognition, 2020 Best in 
Overall Experience Award, as number one out 
of 170 VA medical centers in the nation. Cen-
ters for Medicare & Medicaid Services has rated 
Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Center as a 5-star 
facility for patient experience every year since 
2017. Congratulations to OGJVAMC staff and 
thanks to ALA Representative Ann!
A special salute goes out to Chairman Becky 

Mueller for service to members and out-
standing work with the “ALA in the Know” 
program. Thanks to the team joining Becky: 
Maggie Geiger, Linda Coppock, Amanda Sza-
lewski, Sue Hembrook, Patti Westpfahl, Joyce 

Endres, Diane Duscheck, and Teresa Isensee.

It̓s time to plan your ALA activities:
• Midwinter Conference: January 15 at Ho-

Chunk Conference Center and Casino, Baraboo
• National Mission trainings and National 

Junior Meetings:
 • Jan. 29, Las Vegas
 • Feb. 12, Orlando
 • Feb. 19, Indianapolis
 • March 26, Baltimore
 • April 2, Omaha
• Remember ALA volunteer day: Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day January 17, 2022

Thank you for all you are doing for others. 
May you be blessed with good health, fun 
times, and peace now and throughout the New 
Year. Salute, Serve, Celebrate!

brate! Wisconsin currently holds second place 
nationally and first in Central Division. WOW!

Styles have come and gone, technology has 
surpassed the imagination, and the world is 
very different from days gone by, but the Mis-
sion of the ALA has stayed the course – never 
wavering in its work to enhance the lives of 
our veterans, military, and their families. That 
cannot happen without a group of persons as-
sociated by a common tie, working together 
to make a difference! 

Membership Team:

Maggie Geiger, Chairman
maggie4ala@gmail.com

Margaret Larson
maggiedoit@hotmail.com

Mary Petrie
mmrtpetrie@charter.net

Andrea Stoltz
alawi@amlegionauxwi.org

2022 membership rankings

District 3 (71.78%)

District 2 (71.52%)

District 4 (70.09%)

District 9 (68.19%)

District 6 (67.27%)

District 10 (65.56%)

District 8 (65.27%)

District 1 (63.13%)

District 7 (62.57%)

District 12 (61.67%)

District 11 (55.44%)

District 5 (54.05%)

Department President 
Diane Weggen’s TestimonialSAVE

THE DATE

Watch future issues of this newspaper for more information as it becomes available.

 June 11, 2022 • Stanley, Wisconsin
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GREEtINGs fROM hEADqUARtERsCHAPLAIN’S CORNER
Donna Jensen
Department Chaplain
djensen20@gmail.com
414-303-6186

Sing unto the Lord a new song; sing unto 
the Lord all the earth. Let the heavens re-
joice and let the earth be glad… Psalm 
96:1,11
Sing unto the Lord a new song; for He 

hath done marvelous things. Psalm 98:1

These bible verses were the inspiration 
for the song “Joy to the World” which was 
not intended as a Christmas song but has 
been widely used as such. As we near the 
holidays and the end of the year, we are re-
minded of the Joy of the Season by much 
of the music, religious ceremonies, and 
family and social activities.
There are many different feelings about 

this season. For some, it is their favorite 
time of the year and for others, they are 
glad when it is finally over! Some may 
feel there are too many bad things hap-
pening in the world to feel or celebrate 
joy. I feel we need to seek out and cele-
brate joy by looking for the good things 
in our lives and in each other. Take a 
few minutes to reflect on what we have 
accomplished during the past year and 
be grateful for all the blessings we have 
received. Recall both the good and bad 
as there needs to be balance. It is during 
the difficult times that we accomplish the 
most growth and it takes tough times to 
appreciate the good times.
Find joy as you salute, serve and cele-

brate veterans, active-duty military and 
their families. We are their families and 
many of us are caregivers. Our National 
President, Kathy Daudistel, wants us to 
care for those who care for others. This 
can be a kind word, phone call, card or 
note, as well as helping with day-to-day 
activities.
I am compiling a Prayer Book for De-

partment President Diane Weggen and I 
need your help! Please send me prayers, 
poems or inspirational pieces, with or 
without illustrations or drawings. If they 
are not original, please list the source and 
for all submissions, give your name, Unit 
number and District. You can send to me 
by email (djensen20@gmail.com) or mail 
at: 6936 N. 86th Street, Milwaukee, WI 
53224.
Bring joy to your day by using this up-

lifting song, or others, in Auxiliary meet-
ings and other events. May God bless you 
and your families as you practice “Ser-
vice not self.”

“Joy to the World”
Lyrics: Isaac Watts
Music: Lowell Mason
 (arranged from Handel)
Joy to the world, the Lord has come.
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart, prepare Him room.
Let heaven and nature sing,
Let heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Laura Calteux
Department Chairman
414-379-2943
lauracalteux@yahoo.com

Past Presidents Parley, or PPP as you will hear, is a group for all 
Past Presidents of our units, counties, districts, department and nation-
al organization. They are there to mentor all members, in all things 
Auxiliary. They have a vast amount of experience, so do not hesitate 
to ask for their advice.
Not all units have a formal Past Presidents Parley, but most units have 

past presidents. The Department of Wisconsin has a formal Parley and 
all past presidents can belong for the low cost of $5.00 per year. You can 
find the form to sign up on the department website under Forms. PPP 
dues and any additional donations go to support scholarships – the Harriet 
Hubbard Registered Nurse Scholarship and the Health Careers Scholar-
ship. A maximum of three $1,000 scholarship awards are available. The 
scholarship forms are found on the Department website under the Schol-

arship heading. Please let your members know that these scholarships 
are available and to apply for them. Make sure that the applications are 
filled out completely and turned in by the deadline of March 15, 2022. An 
American Legion Auxiliary unit must certify the form to make it eligible 
for consideration. We haven’t had many people apply in the last few years, 
so make sure you let everyone know about them.
Even though we don’t have a formal report for the Past Presidents 

Parley, I do want to hear how your past presidents are helping your 
units and its members. Are they sharing “best practices” with your 
members? Are they continuing to be involved and helping at your 
meetings? Are they mentoring the officers in the unit? Are they writing 
an article for your newsletter if you have one? Let me know and send 
me pictures when this is happening. Our Past Presidents are a wealth 
of knowledge and are more than happy to share that wealth.
And all you Past Presidents out there, stay involved and mentor your 

unit members. The more we stay involved in our units, the stronger we 
will become. We want everyone to know Who We Are, What We Do 
and Why We Matter – and it starts with you!

Bonnie Dorniak
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
608-745-0124
deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
www.amlegionauxwi.org

The American Legion Auxiliary will be con-
ducting a training session at The American 
Legion Midwinter Conference at Ho-Chunk 
Conference Center in Baraboo on Saturday, 
January 15, 2022 from 8:00 am – 2:00 pm, 
with a break for lunch on your own. This ses-
sion will include an American Legion Fam-
ily Roundtable focused on membership and 
bringing the family back to Post and Auxil-
iary functions/events; define what the ALA 
Leadership Team can do for you; explain 
how ALA programs promote caring for those 
who care for others (the National President’s 
theme); discuss Constitution, Bylaws and 
quorums; and close with a Q&A session. Cen-
tral Division National Vice President Denise 
Delaney-Wrolen will be in attendance and 
can add insight from the national perspective. 
Anyone interested in attending must register 
for the Midwinter Conference ($20 for reser-
vations made before January 3, 2022 or $25 
after that). Registration and housing forms are 
on the Legion website at www.wilegion.org.
American Legion Auxiliary Badger Girls 

State (ALABGS) is scheduled from June 
19-24, 2022. The reservation fee of $350/

delegate is due by January 31, 2022. If your 
unit has decided it will no longer participate 
in ALABGS, please notify Carrie Thrasher 
at department headquarters and your school 
before the school starts its selection process!
National Headquarters will mail the final 

2022 dues renewal notices on February 1, 
2022. The mail list will be pulled January 3, 
so please pay your membership dues as soon 
as possible to avoid receiving a renewal no-
tice. If you receive a renewal notice but believe 
your dues were paid, please contact your Unit 
Membership Chairman to ensure they were 
submitted to department. Dues are not con-
sidered “paid” until they have been processed 
by Department Headquarters. The February 
renewal notices will instruct members to send 
their dues directly to department to ensure they 
are processed in a timely manner so members 
do not lose any benefits. Members may also 
pay dues to their unit or use a debit or credit 
card to pay online (www.ALAforVeterans.org) 
or by phone at 317-569-4570, Monday through 
Friday from 7:00 am – 3:30 pm.
Unit Annual Year-End Report forms were 

mailed to all unit presidents in November. 
Members are reminded to track their volunteer 
hours and money spent to support Auxiliary 
programs to ensure they are included in the 
unit’s totals. Every unit should submit a re-
port by April 15, 2022 and acknowledge their 
members for all the hard work accomplished 

throughout the year. Department program 
chairmen use the information to prepare their 
annual reports for the national organization. 
Department President Diane Weggen will also 
review the Unit Year-End Reports and select 
units for recognition at department convention. 
Members are encouraged to become more 

familiar with the information posted on the 
department website, such as the 2021-2022 
Red Book and bi-monthly unit mailings (on 
the More tab); District Presidents’ Newslet-
ters (Dept Officers/Dist Presidents tab); cur-
rent membership reports (Membership tab); 
and updated donation forms (Forms tab).
Looking for a last-minute holiday gift? Give 

the gift of ALA membership!!! PUFL appli-
cations should be mailed directly to national 
headquarters. Applications can be found on 
the Membership tab of the department web-
site. Please contact Linda Cason at depart-
ment headquarters for details.
During this holiday season, please remem-

ber the many military service men and wom-
en who are separated from their loved ones. 
Continue to pray for their safe return and sup-
port their families during their absence.
ALA headquarters will be closed from Fri-

day, December 24 through Monday, Decem-
ber 27 for the Christmas holiday and Friday, 
December 31 for the New Year’s holiday. We 
wish everyone a safe and healthy holiday sea-
son and a happy 2022!

PAst PREsIDENts PARLEY

Karen Degner
Chairman
920-918-9772
kdegner88@gmail.com

The Servicemember of the Year award is now 
included in the National Security program. To 
nominate an individual, you can find more in-
formation and the nomination form on the de-
partment website under the Program Info tab. 
Nominations are due by April 15, 2022.
April is the Month of the Military Child. 

“Purple Up! For Military Kids” April 15th, 
is a day to wear purple to show support and 
thank military children for their strength 

and sacrifices. May is the month of Military 
Family Appreciation. Military Spouse Ap-
preciation Day is the Friday before Mother’s 
Day (May 6, 2022) and Armed Forces Day is 
the Saturday before Memorial Day (May 28, 
2022). These are the designated days to recog-
nize their service to our country.
Supporting Blood Drives by donating blood 

or volunteering at a blood drive is also a part 
of National Security. Are you able to help?
Coupons for Overseas Commissaries are ap-

preciated by those serving and living overseas at 
various locations. Information on how and where 
to send coupons is on the Department website: 
https://www.amlegionauxwi.org/program-info 

If you wish to support the Afghan refugees at 
Ft. McCoy, a number of organizations, includ-
ing Team Rubicon are accepting donations. To 
find an organization’s needs and/or support, 
go to: https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/refugee/help.
POW/MIA recognition is an important as-

pect of our program. Units can provide a 
POW/MIA chair and a moment of remem-
brance at your meetings. The Camo Quilt 
Project is another great way to support those 
currently serving. To volunteer or donate, you 
can find them at: https://www.facebook.com/
camoquiltproject/.
Thank you for all you do to support those 

currently serving and their families!

NAtIONAL sECURItY
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dropped clothespins in a bottle, played hopscotch, 
played jacks, and even had a pinata! Many projects 
were completed for our veterans and the elderly in 
the Oshkosh community. And as they were doing 
these projects, they were earning patches!
During the meeting, the new Honorary Junior 

Officers were elected. Honorary Junior President 
Renee Calteux, Unit 416; Honorary Vice President 
Emeri Wold, Unit 118; Honorary Chaplain Mack-
enzie Boyette, Unit 33; and Honorary Sergeant-
at-Arms Sophia Lichwald, Unit 33 and Virginia 
Calteux, Unit 416.

Honorary Junior President Renee’s special proj-
ect this year will again be Our Military Kids. Help 
your Juniors hold a fundraiser to donate to this 
project. This nonprofit gives grants to children of 
deployed National Guard, deployed Reserve, or 
post 9/11 combat-injured service members, so that 
they can continue to participate in music, sports 
and other extracurricular activities that would oth-
erwise be canceled because the family can’t afford 
them. Send your donations payable to “ALA-WI” 
to Laura Calteux, 7012 W. Squire Ave, Greenfield, 
WI 53220. Thank you!

Janet Ericksen
Department Chairman
715-209-1470
roancows@gmail.com

Community service may be seen as a 
broad base for serving our veterans, ac-
tive military, their families, and children 
and youth. There is need in our commu-
nities for things unit members can offer, 
collectively and individually. Maybe there 
is a shut-in who would appreciate a home-
cooked meal, a ride somewhere or just a 
visit. Food pantries and blood drives al-
ways need volunteers and donations. Care-
givers often need a helping hand or a short 
respite from daily caregiving. National 
President Kathy Daudistel advocates, 
“Caring for those who care for others.”
Community service may mean helping fel-

low service organizations as well as leading 
projects within your own unit. Kinship, Big 
Brothers/Sisters, and Salvation Army may ap-
preciate help. Fellow veterans’ service organi-
zations also appreciate help.
We are part of the American Legion Fam-

ily so we work together with our partners 
on projects. Projects can be as simple as 
helping spruce up Main Street in your 
hometown or as complex as building a 
house for homeless veterans. Working to-
gether on projects to help others is reward-
ing and fun. Remember to “salute, serve 
and celebrate!” Wear your ALA badge or 
attire proudly while you help your neigh-
bor. Let those you help know that you be-
long to a great organization – the American 
Legion Auxiliary!

Mike Rohan
Department Chairman
608-837-9763
mdnrohan@gmail.com

As we continue our move into the second centu-
ry of service to our nation’s heroes and their fam-
ilies, we can be proud of the impact the American 
Legion Auxiliary (ALA) has had on those who 
served this great nation. The remarkable and res-
olute women who chartered this organization, 
and those who led us through the first century, 
unselfishly showered our veterans, military, and 
families with love, support, and service. We can 
be proud of our history and those who wrote it, 
through service, not self.
The future of this great organization lies with 

those who serve today. We must be just as reso-
lute as past leaders to ensure every hero and their 
family in the community receives the same love, 
support, and service as their predecessors.
Now is the time to step forward and work to 

ensure we continue our service to our veterans 
and their families as a hospital volunteer (Sue 
Hembrook, 262-945-9791), Christmas gift shop 
volunteer (Diana Sirovina, 414-881-9581), 
homeless women veterans support volunteer (Pat 
Smith, 608-786-4441), or a service to veterans’ 
volunteer (Linda Coppock, 920-851-5811).
Department President’s Special Project – As 

you consider your donations this year, please keep 
the veterans at the Chippewa Veterans Home in 

vEtERANs AffAIRs & REhABILItAtION

JUNIOR ACtIvItIEs COMMUNItY sERvICE

Congratulations to the new Honorary Junior Officers elected during the Fall Junior 
Conference (left to right): Sergeant-at-Arms Sophia Lichwald and Virginia Calteux, 
Chaplain Mackenzie Boyette, Vice President Emeri Wold, and President Renee Calteux.

Additional Resources You Can Use
 1) Quilts of Valor: https://www.qovf.org/
 2) VA Homeless Programs: www.va.gov/homeless/ 
 3) HUD Homeless Assistance Program: https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/comm_planning/veteranhomelessness 
 4) Handbook for Homeless Veterans and Service Providers: www.Legion.org/publications/168493/homeless-veterans-handbook 
 5) National Veterans Creative Arts Festival: www.creativeartsfestival.va.gov 
 6) The ALA Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Facebook group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALAVAR/ 
 7) Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation: A Guide for Volunteers: download online at https://member.legion-aux.org/member/guides/volunteer-guide 
 8) Elizabeth Dole Foundation: www.elizabethdolefoundation.org 
 9) U.S. Chamber of Commerce – Hiring Our Heroes: https://www.uschamber.com/program/us-chamber-foundation/hiring-our-heroes
 10) The American Legion and Habitat for Humanity Volunteer involvement toolkit: https://www.legion.org/documents/legion/pdf/habitat.pdf 
 11) VA Caregiver Support: www.caregiver.va.gov

mind. The Chippewa Veterans Home Courtyard 
will enhance the quality of life for members by 
providing an accessible outdoor lighted area with 
seating and tables, including electrical outlets 
and a sound system for visiting, group activities, 
and programs. Poppy funds, unit, and individual 
donations may be used to fund this project. Mail 
checks payable to ALA-Wisconsin, PO Box 140, 
Portage, WI 53901 and write ‘President’s Special 
Project’ in the memo field or send with a Poppy 
Fund Suggested Donation Form from the depart-
ment website.
Wisconsin Caregiver recognition – National 

President Kathy Daudistel plans to recognize 
a deserving military or veteran non-paid care-

giver in every department, and hopefully, when 
she visits our department, she will personally ac-
knowledge you. Further announcements on how 
to nominate a caregiver will be announced later 
this fall. Meanwhile, President Daudistel invites 
you to watch a webinar already available online 
in the ALA Academy, Mission Delivery through 
Caregiver Support. https://member.legion-aux.
org/member/online-training or SAL and Junior 
caregivers https://www.legion-aux.org/cmsdesk/
ALA/media/PDF/Programs/Junior_Activities_
SAL_Patch_Program_Level_3.pdf.
Here are some VA&R ideas and resources: 

The ALA has always been committed to en-
hancing the lives of our nation’s veterans — in-

cluding our homeless veterans. Whether you 
donate money to a veteran-focused organization 
or volunteer your time to a project that helps 
homeless veterans, you are making a difference. 
With winter upon us, veterans living on the street 
need our help to stay warm and safe. Get your 
ALA unit together and try one of these proj-
ects to help: https://www.legion-aux.org/Blog/
Ideas-to-help-our-homeless-veterans-this-winter.
The ALA Foundation exists to ensure the mis-

sion of the ALA thrives for years to come. To assist 
ALA units, counties, districts, and departments in 
their efforts to support local veterans, military, and 
their families, the ALA Foundation offers four dif-
ferent grants. http://alafoundation.org/grants/.

Laura Calteux
Department Chairman
414-379-2943
lauracalteux@yahoo.com

Juniors. Why do we have Juniors in our organiza-
tion? We have Juniors in our organization because 
we want to instill a sense of patriotism and pride in 
the youth of our country and what better way than 
to have them be members of our units! We can 
teach them about the flag, our veterans, why we 
are proud to be members of the American Legion 
Auxiliary. And they can teach us a few things, too. 
They, of course, can help us with technology. Per-
haps they can create a Facebook page for your unit. 
They can get the events that your units are doing 
out to the public to make them more successful. 
They certainly want to help at events, and they sure 
are successful at poppy distributions!
There are many ways that you can teach your 

Juniors about all things ALA, but the best way is 
our American Legion Auxiliary Patch Program. 
There are three levels to the program: Red Level 
One for those in Kindergarten through 3rd grade, 
Gold Level Two for those in 4th grade through 
8th grade, and Blue Level Three for those in 9th 
grade through 12th grade. The Patch Program is a 
great way to create enthusiasm in our youth and to 
keep them involved in your unit. Your young SAL 
members are also able to earn patches, so they can 
stay enthused about being members and honoring 
the veteran(s) in their life. The requirements are on 
the department website under Program Info, Junior 
Activities.
In October, our Juniors met at Oshkosh Post 70 

for their annual Fall Conference. We celebrated the 
ALAs 100th Birthday with cake and played games 
throughout the years. The Juniors jumped rope, 

2021-2022 DEPARTMENT HONORARY JUNIOR OFFICERS
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GEORGE WASHINGTON LUNCHEON
February 21, 2022 • 11:00 a.m.

Meyers Restaurant
4260 S. 76th Street

Greenfield, WI

Contact Laura Calteux with questions.
414-379-2943 • lauracalteux@yahoo.com

happY hoLIDaYS!
The American Legion Auxiliary 

headquarters office will be closed 
Friday, December 24 

through Monday, December 27 
and Friday, December 31

for the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays. May the holiday season bring 

you the gifts of joy, peace, love 
and hope in the year ahead.

ALA Headquarters Staff
Bonnie, Linda, Carrie, and Andrea

The deadline for mailing 2022 sweepstakes entry forms is December 31, 2021. 
Daily prizes pay $15, Sunday prizes pay $25, and one special day each month 
pays $500! If you need additional entry forms, please contact ALA HQ at 608-
745-0124. Only original entry forms will be accepted. While a donation is 
not required to participate in the sweepstakes, proceeds ensure the ALA can 
continue the mission of serving our veterans, the military and their families.

2022 DAILY SWEEPSTAKES
DEADLINE 12/31/2021

2021 has been a very difficult year for many, including our Veterans. American Legion Auxiliary Unit 143 in St. Croix Falls worked 
diligently hosting fundraisers to help support Veterans in these trying times. Members presented a check for $4,000 to the Polk County 
Veterans Service Officer. Pictured (left to right): Treasurer Bev Warner, Vice President Cheri Steffl, VSO Andy Butzler, Unit President 
Jenny Culver, and Secretary Char Jones.
Note: The unit thanks all the local businesses that helped contribute to the success of their fundraising events by generously donating door prizes.

POPPY SHOP
ORDER DEADLINE: 

DECEMBER 15, 2021

Poppy orders will be processed 
in the order received and 

shipped as soon as they can 
be filled. Orders received after 
the new year may not be able 

to be processed or filled in 
time to meet your scheduled 

distribution dates.
Don’t Delay – Order Today!

MISSIon In aCtIon: unIt 143

WALASBA 2022 to be held in New London, April 9-10
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Mary Krutz
Department Chairman
920-680-7938
wkrutz@new.rr.com

Greetings everyone in the great state of 
Wisconsin. I would like to thank Department 
President Diane Weggen for this appointment 
to Children and Youth Committee Chairman. I 
did not grow up in the American Legion Aux-
iliary, nor did I join when my children were 
young. I belong to a unit where our average 
age is in the senior category. If you combine 
these facts, I am probably at a disadvantage 
with this chairmanship. Well, maybe not! It is 
good to challenge ourselves by moving out of 
our comfort zone. I invite you to join me on 
this quest.
The military has changed since the end of 

Vietnam and the end of the draft. Reservists 
now make up 45% of the military. Many of 

them are deployed multiple times for six to 
twelve months at a time. Reservists live in 
our communities, not on bases. So, when 
deployed, their children and spouses can be 
far away from the support of other military 
families. Because of privacy laws, we have 
difficulty finding military families that could 
use our help.
Do not put Children and Youth programs 

aside in your unit program planning just be-
cause you cannot find enough military chil-
dren in your area. The path to finding military 
children is through working to serve all our 
children and youth. Look to other programs 
like Americanism and Education as a source 
to military families. Work together with The 
American Legion and SAL. Many programs 
such as the Oratorical Contest, Legion Base-
ball, Badger Boys State, and American Le-
gion Auxiliary Badger Girls State give us 
pathways to find military children.

Remember that the Children and Youth 
recognition programs for Youth Hero and 
Good Deed awards and our newest Youth 
Caregiver Certificate are not limited to 
military children. Keep your eyes and ears 
open for articles in the newspapers and so-
cial media to find deserving young people 
to recognize.
Last, but certainly not least, a monetary do-

nation from your unit made to The American 
Legion’s Child Welfare Program is always 
helpful. Founded in 1954, this foundation 
has contributed to the betterment of chil-
dren in this country. Please keep up the good 
work. If your unit has not done a Children 
and Youth project in many years, please give 
it a try. Good luck and feel free to contact 
me or look for ideas on the National and 
Department websites or on our Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ALAChildrenandYouth.

ChILDREN AND YOUth

Units, Counties and Districts are encouraged 
to participate in the 2022 Wisconsin American 
Legion Auxiliary State Bowling Association 
(WALASBA) 9-Pin Tap Tournament on April 
2-3 or April 9-10, 2022. This year’s tourna-
ment will be hosted by Shiocton Unit 512 and 
held at New London Lanes in New London. 
Doubles and Singles will be bowled on Satur-
day and Teams will bowl on Sunday. DEAD-
LINE TO ENTER IS MARCH 15, 2022. Enter 
a team today! 
Also, mark your calendars for the 2023 

WALASBA Tournament scheduled for April 
15-16, 2023 at Schwoegler Park Towne Lanes 
in Madison. This tournament will be held on 
ONE WEEKEND. Schwoegler Park Town 
Lanes is a 36-lane house so everyone will be 
bowling the same weekend.
Questions? Please contact Jenni syftestad, 

Chairman/Tournament Manager, at syftes@
chorus.net.

WALASBA 2022 set for April 2-3, 9-10 in New London

WALASBA HOTEL AND
RESTAURANT INFORMATION

AmericInn Lodge & Suites
1404 N Shawano St

New London, WI 54961
920-982-5700

2 Queen Beds $122 w/o tax per night (Limited 
availability on April 1 & 2, 2022)

Room block for bowling tournament is available 
under ALA Shiocton Unit 512.

Quality Inn by Choice Hotels
1409 N Shawano St

New London, WI 54961
920.982.5820

2 Queen Beds $104 w/o tax per night
Room block for bowling tournament is available 

under ALA Shiocton Unit 512 until March 1, 2022.

Air BnB 
3-bedroom house on the Wolf River 

in Shiocton (check website for availability)

Other Hotels
There are numerous hotels available 
in Appleton and/or Waupaca area, all 

of which are about 30 minutes or less away.

Restaurants in New London:
• Hilby’s Restaurant and Sports Bar 
 (adjacent to New London Lanes)
• Bucky’s Restaurant
• Domino’s Pizza
• El Tequila Mexican Restaurant & Cantina
• Hong Kong Buffet
• Jolly Roger’s Pizzeria
• Little Caesars Pizza
• Marly’s Restaurant
• McDonald’s
• New King House
• New London Family Diner
• The Pine Tree
• Subway
• Taco Bell

Restaurants in Shiocton:
• Hometown Grill
• River Rail Bar & Banquet Hall
• Subway

Wisconsin AmericAn Legion AuxiLiAry stAte BoWLing AssociAtion tournAment
ANNUAL 9-PIN TAP TOURNAMENT

April 2 & 3 and April 9 & 10, 2022 • Saturday 11 am or 2 pm; Sunday 9 am

 SEE DEPARTMENT WEBSITE FOR 
TOURNAMENT RULES. ENTRIES 

MUST BE POSTMARKED NO 
LATER THAN March 15, 2022.

EVENTS
Double – Singles

Team (4-PERSON)
All Events

NEW LONDON LANES
106 E Wolf River Avenue

New London WI
Hosted by Unit 512 – Shiocton

CONTACT INFORMATION
Jenni Syftestad

Tournament Manager
syftes@chorus.net
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Mary Krutz
Department Chairman
920-680-7938
wkrutz@new.rr.com

Greetings everyone in the great state of 
Wisconsin. I would like to thank Department 
President Diane Weggen for this appointment 
to Children and Youth Committee Chairman. I 
did not grow up in the American Legion Aux-
iliary, nor did I join when my children were 
young. I belong to a unit where our average 
age is in the senior category. If you combine 
these facts, I am probably at a disadvantage 
with this chairmanship. Well, maybe not! It is 
good to challenge ourselves by moving out of 
our comfort zone. I invite you to join me on 
this quest.
The military has changed since the end of 

Vietnam and the end of the draft. Reservists 
now make up 45% of the military. Many of 

them are deployed multiple times for six to 
twelve months at a time. Reservists live in 
our communities, not on bases. So, when 
deployed, their children and spouses can be 
far away from the support of other military 
families. Because of privacy laws, we have 
dif culty  nding military families that could 
use our help.
Do not put Children and Youth programs 

aside in your unit program planning just be-
cause you cannot  nd enough military chil-
dren in your area. The path to  nding military 
children is through working to serve all our 
children and youth. Look to other programs 
like Americanism and Education as a source 
to military families. Work together with The 
American Legion and SAL. Many programs 
such as the Oratorical Contest, Legion Base-
ball, Badger Boys State, and American Le-
gion Auxiliary Badger Girls State give us 
pathways to  nd military children.

Remember that the Children and Youth 
recognition programs for Youth Hero and 
Good Deed awards and our newest Youth 
Caregiver Certi cate are not limited to 
military children. Keep your eyes and ears 
open for articles in the newspapers and so-
cial media to  nd deserving young people 
to recognize.
Last, but certainly not least, a monetary do-

nation from your unit made to The American 
Legion’s Child Welfare Program is always 
helpful. Founded in 1954, this foundation 
has contributed to the betterment of chil-
dren in this country. Please keep up the good 
work. If your unit has not done a Children 
and Youth project in many years, please give 
it a try. Good luck and feel free to contact 
me or look for ideas on the National and 
Department websites or on our Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
ALAChildrenandYouth.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Units, Counties and Districts are encouraged 
to participate in the 2022 Wisconsin American 
Legion Auxiliary State Bowling Association 
(WALASBA) 9-Pin Tap Tournament on April 
2-3 or April 9-10, 2022. This year’s tourna-
ment will be hosted by Shiocton Unit 512 and 
held at New London Lanes in New London. 
Doubles and Singles will be bowled on Satur-
day and Teams will bowl on Sunday. DEAD-
LINE TO ENTER IS MARCH 15, 2022. Enter 
a team today! 
Also, mark your calendars for the 2023 

WALASBA Tournament scheduled for April 
15-16, 2023 at Schwoegler Park Towne Lanes 
in Madison. This tournament will be held on 
ONE WEEKEND. Schwoegler Park Town 
Lanes is a 36-lane house so everyone will be 
bowling the same weekend.
Questions? Please contact Jenni syftestad, 

Chairman/Tournament Manager, at syftes@
chorus.net.

WALASBA 2022 to be held in New London, April 9-10

WALASBA HOTEL AND
RESTAURANT INFORMATION

AmericInn Lodge & Suites
1404 N Shawano St

New London, WI 54961
920-982-5700

2 Queen Beds $122 w/o tax per night (Limited 
availability on April 1 & 2, 2022)

Room block for bowling tournament is available 
under ALA Shiocton Unit 512.

Quality Inn by Choice Hotels
1409 N Shawano St

New London, WI 54961
920.982.5820

2 Queen Beds $104 w/o tax per night
Room block for bowling tournament is available 

under ALA Shiocton Unit 512 until March 1, 2022.

Air BnB 
3-bedroom house on the Wolf River 

in Shiocton (check website for availability)

Other Hotels
There are numerous hotels available 
in Appleton and/or Waupaca area, all 

of which are about 30 minutes or less away.

Restaurants in New London:
• Hilby’s Restaurant and Sports Bar 
 (adjacent to New London Lanes)
• Bucky’s Restaurant
• Domino’s Pizza
• El Tequila Mexican Restaurant & Cantina
• Hong Kong Buffet
• Jolly Roger’s Pizzeria
• Little Caesars Pizza
• Marly’s Restaurant
• McDonald’s
• New King House
• New London Family Diner
• The Pine Tree
• Subway
• Taco Bell

Restaurants in Shiocton:
• Hometown Grill
• River Rail Bar & Banquet Hall
• Subway

WISCONSIN AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY STATE BOWLING ASSOCIATION (WALASBA) TOURNAMENT

ANNUAL 9-PIN TAP TOURNAMENT
April 2 & 3 and April 9 & 10, 2022 • Saturday 11 am or 2 pm; Sunday 9 am

ANNUAL 9-PIN TAP TOURNAMENT
April 2 & 3 and April 9 & 10, 2022 

Saturday 11 am or 2 pm 
Sunday 9 am

EVENTS
Double – Singles

Team (4-PERSON)
All Events

NEW LONDON LANES
106 E Wolf River Avenue

New London WI
Hosted by Unit 512 – Shiocton

CONTACT INFORMATION
Jenni Syftestad

Tournament Manager
syftes@chorus.net

 See Department website for tournament rules. ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN March 15, 2022.

WALASBA 2022 to be held in New London, April 9-10
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osseo aLa unit 324
AT RIGHT: Please join Osseo American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit 324, to salute and celebrate Leah Reynolds, a member of 
the Unit and 2020 graduate of Osseo-Fairchild High School. 
Leah has contracted as a Cadet (MS2) for a three-year schol-
arship with the Army ROTC 3rd Brigade, Maverick Battalion, 
at Minnesota State University-Mankato. Thank you, Leah, for 
your service!

Pitterle-Beaudoin ALA Unit 189
BELOW: We salute Pitterle-Beaudoin Unit 189 in Water-

town, who celebrated Veterans Day by offering individual 
displays for a $5 donation. Keck’s Furniture Store, on Main 
Street, allowed use of two of their windows. One window 
was in memory of and included a small, folded flag, while 
the second window was in honor of veterans and those cur-
rently serving, with a flag posted on the base. A poster on 
the side of each window noted the name of the person being 
remembered/honored, the branch of service and era, and the 
name of the person(s) placing the display. The money raised 
was donated to the Rock River Quilters, a local group who 
creates quilts and gifts them to veterans.

sALUtE, sERvE, CELEBRAtE

1 $15 Nancy Randen Eau Claire
2 $15 Shirley Leinonen Lake Geneva
3 $15 Jane Bates Gordonville TX
4 $15 LuVerne Hanson Maple Grove MN
5 $25 Eldeen Bockhop Belmont 
6 $15 Janet McCormick Gays Mills 
7 $15 Donna Breitkreutz Hancock 
8 $15 Dorothy Mueller Randolph ME
9 $15 Jean Karpenske Comstock
10 $15 Brenda Buchanan Kewaunee
11 $15 Deb Krueger Waterloo
12 $25 Brenda Weggen Osseo
13 $15 Robert Luebke Mukwonago
14 $15 Linda Hoeth La Crosse
15 $15 Joan Riehn Kiel
16 $15 Marie Krznarich Mukwonago
17 $15 Carol Faller Thiensville
18 $500 Yvonne Friday Weyauwega
19 $25 Dorothy Goodman Stanley
20 $15 Ken & Beverly Ziegel Wausau
21 $15 Gail Coopman Oconto Falls
22 $15 Patrick Pichotta Wabeno
23 $15 Bonnie Jakubczyk Oak Creek
24 $15 Susan Mislevecheck Wonewoc
25 $15 Dawn Linke Waupun
26 $25 Laverne Peterson Chetek
27 $15 Cherilyn Hare Greenwood
28 $15 Maureen Smith Onalaska
29 $15 Shirley Thelen Manitowoc
30 $15 Dorothy Weyhmiller Loyal

sEPtEMBER 2021 
sWEEPstAkEs WINNERs

OCtOBER 2021 
sWEEPstAkEs WINNERs

1 $15 Theodore Krajewski Middleton
2 $15 Joanne Fulcher Waupaca
3 $25 Arthur Schulz Oak Creek
4 $15 Janet Hogden Ettrick
5 $15 Wayne Cavadini Eagan MN
6 $15 Laura Sedlar Jefferson
7 $15 Elaine Krause Fredonia
8 $15 Barbara Schrank Glenwood City
9 $15 Sharon Connery Muscoda
10 $25 Jane Spears Bruce
11 $15 Dawn Jacobson Greenwood
12 $15 Lee Kick Stoughton
13 $500 Sandra Mosher Waupaca
14 $15 Kathleen Lorenz Fond du Lac
15 $15 Carleen Tigner Greenville GA
16 $15 Rhonda Brock Random Lake
17 $25 Dolores Bruskiewicz Milwaukee
18 $15 Colleen Gorrilla Presque Isle
19 $15 Gertrude Behnke Brillion
20 $15 Ralph Birschbach Mount Calvary
21 $15 Betty Martin King
22 $15 Sheila Dobratz Ixonia
23 $15 Carol Schilz Pewaukee
24 $25 Kaylee Bowen-Welsh Highland
25 $15 Darlene Geiser Burlington
26 $15 L Charlene Pulham Sun Prairie
27 $15 Chelene Golownia Saukville
28 $15 Susan Weiss Winneconne
29 $15 Linda Steinhoff Sparta
30 $15 Shari Olson-Neva Cumberland
31 $25 Ruth Greenwood Pewaukee

aLa 4th District
Members of the American Legion Auxiliary 4th District salute the veterans 

who served and celebrated with a trip to see the magnificent poppy artwork in 
Lake Geneva. The Lake Geneva American Legion Family donated the 8-foot 
poppy sculpture to the City of Lake Geneva. It was constructed by local artist 
John Larkin, who was honored to donate his time for the project. Pictured (l-
r): Mary Pontzloff, Sue Middlestead, Florence Groth, Sandy Kaebisch, Laura 
Calteux, Donna Jensen, Bonnie Jakubczyk, Barbara Bowen and Shirley Mey-
er. (Not pictured: Sue Hembrook)
Members interested in attending future events of the 4th District should con-

tact District President Laura Calteux at lauracalteux@yahoo.com.


