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ALA BADGER GIRLS STATE

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The past couple
of months have
passed by with a
whirlwind of activities. February
JOANIE DICKERSON was filled with
attending
the
Department
President
state Oratorical
contest, the 6th District Americanism Banquet, and celebrations
commemorating the births of two
presidents, George Washington
and Abraham Lincoln. Both the
contest and banquet were well
attended. It was great to see so
many Legion Family members
supporting our high schoolers as
they shared their knowledge of
our Constitution. Best wishes to
our winner, Braiya Nolan, as she
heads to Indianapolis for the national competition.
The Americanism banquet recognized the efforts of members of
the Legion Family as they worked
our programs – so many dedicated
volunteers, working for our common goals of caring for our veterans and their families, educating
our youth on their responsibili-

ties as citizens, and strengthening
their communities. We traveled
to Springfield, Illinois, where we
met up with other members of
our Wisconsin Legion Family and
brought greetings to our national
leadership on your behalf. The
ceremony at Lincoln’s Tomb is
always a fitting remembrance of
President Lincoln’s legacy.
The Milwaukee County Council
of Units hosted a luncheon commemorating the birthday of our
first president. This was another wonderful celebration where
members of the Legion Family
gathered to share food and fellowship. Our Central Division National Vice President, Ruth Gott
of the Department of Michigan,
was our guest speaker. What a
delightful lady she is! Though her
time with us was limited, we had
a great visit as we shared some
of the local sights and toured the
spinal cord unit at Zablocki VA
Medical Center.
These are just a few examples
of how our members are working
together to achieve our goals. All

units, large and small, can make a
difference. This is the time of year
when we are collecting data, organizing our thoughts for year-end
reports, and attempting to capture
the essence of what it means to be
a member of an organization dedicated to ensuring our nation’s heroes and their families continue to
be cared for long after their active
service is completed.
We must also look to the future. Time marches on and we
all age. One day, we will not be
able to do all the things we do
today. Who will take over when
we can no longer do it? Who
will continue our work? Are you
mentoring your replacements, or
will your unit fade away like so
many have in recent years? The
need for our services is not diminishing and, as a result, our
need for younger members who
understand the importance of
our work continues. I pray you
are recruiting, engaging and
mentoring our future leaders.
Our veterans need us. Will we be
here for them?

After lengthy consideration, the ALABGS Committee made
the diﬃcult decision to cancel the 2020 session of ALABGS
for the safety of delegates, staﬀ and the general public.
Refunds will be issued to units that sent in reservation fees.
Schools, parents and delegates will be notiﬁed.
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OFFICIAL CALL

To the 100th Annual Department Convention
Thursday – Sunday, July 16-19, 2020
Red Lion Hotel Paper Valley and Conference Center
333 W College Avenue, Appleton, WI 54911

The 100th Annual Department Convention will be called into
session at the Red Lion Hotel Paper Valley and Conference Center,
333 W College Ave, Appleton, WI 54911. Convention general
session will begin at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, July 17, 2020.
The purpose of the department convention is to elect officers for the
2020-2021 administrative year, elect delegates and alternates to the
national convention, amend the department constitution, bylaws
and standing rules as needed, receive reports of the department
officers and chairmen, recognize outstanding unit achievements
and transact business as may be brought before the convention body.
Representation / Delegates & Alternates
Representation in the department convention shall be by unit, in
accordance with the provisions of the department constitution.
Prior to department convention each unit will receive information
showing the total number of paid members as of June 17, 2020 and
advising them of the number of delegates the unit is allowed.

MEMBERSHIP
Linda Coppock
Dept. Chairman
Email: beatrice2554@gmail.com
Ph: 920-982-5811
I believe we are sailing into
Spring?!? Not sure it is smooth
sailing, but the anchor should have
been raised and sails set as we sail
forward!
April is the month National President Nicole has set aside for “One
Week of Caring & Sharing for the
Next Century of the ALA.” For one
week this spring, April 1-7, 2020,
she is asking Unit members and
leaders to work together to contact
all members of their unit. If you

have not already started this, now
is the time to begin. With the recent
closures of many statewide activities because of the concern over the
coronavirus, unit members should
have taken advantage of the opportunity to start calling members
to check on their wellbeing. With
the closing of the schools, this also
was/is an opportunity to work with
Junior and S.A.L. youth members
wanting to earn patches from the Jr.
Patch Program!
I have been asked “how do you
start” or “how do you get active
Junior members?” First of all, do
you have Junior members? If so,

pick a time to gather them, introduce yourselves and do an activity/
project with them. I currently started working with my unit Junior
members by introducing them to
the ALA Junior Patch Program. For
two hours on a Saturday morning,
we went through the requirements,
circled the ones we thought they
could do, did them and checked
them off. We have now met twice
and I am surprised at the eagerness
they have shown in wanting to finish all of the patch requirements!
Remember, planting the ALA seed
early is a great thing, because ju-

nior members are the course to our
future!
Sailing into May, we should be
finished with membership goals,
correct?!?
Department Membership Award
Incentive Reminders:
• Individual Awards – Set the
Course entry: Members who recruit NEW 2020 members will be
entered in a drawing to win $75.
An entry may be submitted for
EVERY new member you recruit.
Eight winners will be picked at
random. Entry forms must be
submitted to Department no later than May 29, 2020.

• Marvelous Mariners – Two
units to be picked at random will
win $100 if they are 100% or over
by June 3, 2020.
• National R5 Recruit & Rejoin:
Members who recruit or rejoin
five or more Junior and/or Senior
Auxiliary members (who had not
paid dues since 2017) will receive
a special gift selected by the 2020
National Membership Chairman.
Entry forms must be submitted to
Department no later than June 3,
2020. Note: Only one gift/entry per
recruiter.
Set the Course, stay afloat!
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Due to Wisconsin’s “Safer At Home” Order, ALA Headquarters
is closed until April 24th or until a superseding order is issued.
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

Becky Mueller
Department Chaplain
Email: clarenceandbecky@aol.com
Ph: 920-833-6048
“Jesus said “Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of heaven, belongs to such
as these.” Matt. 19:14
April is Children and Youth Month in the
American Legion Family year. Our God
would approve. God knew the value of children and youth. Remember Miriam who as
a young girl approached Pharaoh’s daughter and secured Moses’ future. Look to the
example of Samuel – when the priests and
elders no longer would listen; God spoke
to a child who grew up to become a great
prophet. Look at David – the youth who
defeated the Philistine giant Goliath and
became the greatest King of the Jewish
nation. Look to the example of the young
mother, Mary, who gave birth to our savior Jesus – who loved children and wanted
them to come to him. One of the pillars of
our organization is working with children
and youth. April is a great opportunity to
fulfill our mission and to honor God.
Our Legion Family is facing many challenges this spring. COVID-19 has thrown
us a curve ball as we volunteer and work
our programs. As we are discouraged from
visiting facilities including hospitals, nursing homes and schools, we have to be more
creative in providing our services. We are
still determined to make a difference in
our veterans’ and military lives.
We must join together in prayer for the
health of our nation and world. We must
pray for those that are becoming more isolated because of quarantines and closures.
We must pray for knowledge and creative
insight for ways to be part of the solution.
For the foreseeable future everyday life is
being disrupted. Those that will feel it the
most are the children and youth who are
being separated from their school friends,
being denied their games and competitions,
who are asking questions we can’t answer.
Let us join together as we honor God by
reaching out to our children and youth in
this time of insecurity and be that stabilizing presence in their lives and our communities. Look for opportunities to hold them
close in our prayers and arms.
God bless all of you and stay safe and
healthy.
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us ~
Thrupp 1836 & Bradbury 1859
Savior, like a Shepherd lead us, much
we need thy tender care;
in thy pleasant pastures feed us, for our
use thy folds prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast
bought us, thine we are.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! Thou hast
bought us, thine we are.

GREETINGS FROM HEADQUARTERS
Bonnie Dorniak
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Ph: 608-745-0124
Email: deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
Website: www.amlegionauxwi.org
The Wisconsin Department of Veterans
Affairs has restricted access to VA hospitals
and veterans homes in an effort to minimize
the spread of the coronavirus (COVID-19).
As a result, the American Legion Auxiliary
(ALA) Poppy Shop located on the grounds
of Zablocki VAMC was closed in early
March. A special thanks is extended to all
of our veteran poppy makers who continue to work through this global crisis and
to Poppy Shop employees Sue Hembrook
and Shirley Meyer who are working from
home to pack and ship orders. In the midst
of rough seas, they held the ship steady and
continued full speed ahead! Orders received
after March 10, 2020 were returned as we
cannot guarantee poppies will be available
to fill the orders. Units that submitted orders
before then will be notified IF their orders
cannot be filled by the date requested. Units
may contact Department after all virus restrictions are lifted if they would like to order poppies for distribution later in the year.
In the future, units and posts are encouraged
to submit orders by the December deadline
to ensure they get the poppies they need.

May is traditionally Poppy Month...
but poppies can be distributed all year
long. Units may want to consider postponing poppy distribution until later this year.
Holidays and community celebrations often provide great opportunities for raising
awareness about the ALA poppy program
and the support it provides to our veterans,
military and their families. If you can’t distribute poppies around Memorial Day, try
Flag Day in June...or Independence Day in
July...or during the community’s Labor Day
celebration. And don’t forget VETERANS
DAY in November!
The Poppy Fact Sheet posted on the Auxiliary website defines how poppy funds
can be used in compliance with American
Legion Resolution No. 20. Units and posts
must submit 20% of their profits to Department as soon as possible after poppy distributions. If you do multiple poppy drives,
you may submit multiple poppy profit reports. Contact Linda Cason at Department
Headquarters if you have questions about
the report.
Department uses the 20% profits to maintain ALA support at the VA hospitals in
Milwaukee, Madison, Tomah, Minneapolis
and Iron Mountain; the Veterans Homes in
Chippewa Falls, King, and Union Grove;
Dayton Care Center in Kenosha; and Camp

American Legion. Poppy profits also fund
scholarships, grants to homeless women
veterans, the Veterans Creative Arts Festival, and emergency assistance to veterans
and active duty military personnel. Units
and posts may use the balance of poppy profits to meet the medical or financial
needs of veterans in their local community.
Thank you to everyone who supports this
valuable ALA program!
The 100th ALA Department Convention is
scheduled for July 16-19, 2020 at Red Lion
Hotel Paper Valley in Appleton. National
President Nicole Clapp will be conducting
her official visit to Wisconsin during that
time and a parade of checks will be held
in her honor. Convention details are posted
on the department website and highlighted
information is published in this issue of the
Wisconsin.
Do you want to learn more about the Auxiliary? Please plan to attend an ALA in the
Know Conference this fall. New topics are
being developed. Dates/locations are listed in this issue and the reservation form is
available on the department website.
As a reminder, 2021 membership cards
and rosters will be mailed to units after department convention. Any member who has
not yet renewed their 2020 membership is
encouraged to do so as soon as possible.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Kitty Larkin
Department Chairman
Ph: 262-649-3399
Email: kittysltr@wi.rr.com
We encompass Children & Youth into our
ALA programs at all levels, not only with
our Junior Units but also through our schools
and community lifestyles. Recently I discovered through a complimentary copy of a
local newspaper that I have been missing a
great deal of community youth happenings
by not reading the local paper. On the first
three pages there were stories about two local youth who were participating in acts of
charity and community service that would
certainly be eligible for Good Deed Awards.
These were pointed out to local units to
follow the activities and perhaps nominate
these youth to receive awards. It is our obligation to not only follow through with these
opportunities but also to help create activities that would entice our youth to consider
the possibilities of doing good deeds with
or without recognition. This could be the
beginning of learning that a life of volunteerism could begin with good deeds. Good

Deed Awards are given throughout the year
and have no deadline. Fill in the form from
the website and submit it to our Department
Secretary who will forward it to the National
ALA organization.
Our Children & Youth Programs are
multi-faceted in that they are American Legion Family Programs. The Star-Spangled
Kids program, which is sponsored by The
American Legion, can be worked through
your local school system to teach and test
students about the ideals of the U.S. Constitution. The Oratorical Contest is where
high-school aged students can demonstrate
their knowledge of the U.S. Constitution
and could be the very beginning of honing
competitive skills that will open new avenues of understanding our world of politics
and adventures.
Delve into another facet of the Children
& Youth Program through the employment
of the exciting Beads of Courage Program.
This program deals with children who are diagnosed with a serious illness and are thrust
into the confusing world of pokes, medical
treatment and long hospital stays away from

the comforts of home. It can be a long-range
program to be worked with Junior Units or
on the Senior level. I would encourage everyone to check out this program on the National ALA website where it is listed under
Children & Youth. It lists FAQs about Carry
a Bead and the Bead Bag Pattern Guidelines.
This program could not only affect military
families but also numerous families working
through a children’s hospital.
A very important part of the Children &
Youth Program includes reporting because
we need to report to Congress on dollars and
hours spent in service to active duty military,
veterans and their families. The Mid-Year reports in this field were very sparse but we are
grateful to everyone who participated in both
activities and reporting. We anticipate more
complete Unit Year-End Impact Reports and
Unit Annual Narrative Reports which will be
more representative of the activities across
the state. All Units have received a packet of
the forms with detailed information on what
is included in reports and where to send
them. Additional forms and information are
on the department website.

PRESIDENT’S PRAYER BOOK

Unit members, including Juniors, are
encouraged to share prayers, poems,
reflections, drawings and pictures for
President Joanie Dickerson’s Prayer
Book. During this time of restricted

activities and group gatherings perhaps
you could share those prayers, thoughts,
meditations, and stories that have been a
special inspiration.
Submissions may be sent to Depart-

ment Chaplain Becky Mueller at clarenceandbecky@aol.com or N7737
Miller Road, Black Creek, WI 54106
and should include the submitter’s
name and contact information.

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
Mary Petrie
Department Chairman
Ph: 920-261-8161
Email: mmrtpetrie@charter.net
Duty, Honor, Country...Freedom was
earned through the service and sacrifice of
brave men and women, many barely adults,
willing to fight for their country, gifting us
with privileges still eluding other countries.
Think back to your school days. When
you did well on an assignment, the teacher
placed a gold star on your paper. If you practiced faithfully and performed your piano
piece perfectly, a gold star appeared on the
page for your parents to see.

A gold star has long been a symbol of honor, but sometimes one that no one wants.
The families of soldiers who gave their all
experienced a loss like no other.
“Somewhere today a soldier died for me. I
pray I am worthy of their sacrifice.” Those
words pack a powerful punch and are ascribed to First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.
Some say she wrote them; others credit
someone else, who then gifted them to her.
Whichever is true, they are part of a prayer
she spoke daily and carried in her wallet.
Dear Lord,
Lest I continue my complacent way, help me
to remember that somewhere, somehow out

POPPY PROGRAM
Diane Steinert
Department Chairman
Ph: 920-573-1846
Email: djdmsteinert@gmail.com
Each year, especially during the month
of May, members of The American Legion Family distribute poppies with
a request that the person receiving the
flower make a donation to support the
future of veterans, active-duty military
personnel and their families with medical and financial needs.
In accordance with The American Legion Poppy Program and poppy fund
rules (revised in 2013 and 2014 by The
American Legion National Executive
Committee), poppy funds may be used
for the following:
• For the rehabilitation of veterans honorably discharged from the United States
Armed Forces after April 6, 1917.
• For the welfare of the families of veterans of the above-named period.
• For the rehabilitation of hospitalized
military service personnel returning home
and awaiting discharge who require treatment in service hospitals.
• For the welfare of veterans, active military personnel, and the families of veterans and active military personnel of the
above-named period where financial and
medical need is evident.
• For the purpose of poppy kits and supplies used to make symbolic poppies and

poppy items that will be distributed for
donations to the poppy fund.
This list and other information on the
use of poppy funds may be found in the
Poppy Program Guide, which is available for download at www.ALAforveterans.org/Programs/Poppy or can be
purchased from American Legion Flag
& Emblem Sales. Also, check the Poppy
Fund Suggested Donation Form available on the department website www.
amlegionauxwi.org/forms.
As we near the end of our reporting year,
I look forward to hearing and seeing the
many ways our units have promoted the
Poppy Program. Did your unit increase
poppy revenue this year? Does your unit
or district have a Little Miss Poppy? Completing the Unit Year-End Impact Numbers Report and Poppy Program Narrative
Form make it easy to report your success.
Please include photos and newspaper articles showing your poppy creations, poppy
posters and Little Miss Poppy.
• Narrative reports are due April 15,
2020.
• Poppy Poster Contest and Department
Little Miss Poppy Contest entries are due
May 1, 2020.
• National Poppy Day® is just around
the corner. On Friday, May 22, 2020
wear a red poppy to honor the fallen and
support the living who have worn our
nation’s uniform.

there, a man or woman died for me today.
As long as there be war, I then must ask and
answer, am I worth dying for? I will try every
day to earn the sacrifice that men and women are making on my behalf. I hope when the
war is done that the Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, and Airmen will think that we were all
worth dying for.
It’s so very easy to take for granted the
freedoms we have, forgetting the heavy
price paid.
A recent church service referenced John
15:13...Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.
Circumstances often place our military in
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harm’s way. Let us never forget that freedom
is not free...the price tag is high.
As Memorial Day approaches, pause for a
moment to reflect on the true meaning of the
day. It’s not just a day off work, the first unofficial day of summer, or the start of picnic
season. It is a time of remembrance, a time
to remember those who gave their all, a time
to remember those who served and didn’t return, a time to remember the tears and heartache of those families who lost a loved one.
While we can never repay that loss, we can
promise that we will always remember the
ultimate sacrifice made for our freedom.
We remember...

LEGISLATIVE
Char Kiesling
Department Chairman
Email: char.kiesling@gmail.com
“Army of One” was the shortest-lived recruiting slogan in US history. It was meant
to stress the strength of the individual. The
Army dropped the slogan relatively quickly
because they realized it was contrary to the
reality that, in the army, you are completely
reliant upon your team. In a stressful situation, the individual can be overwhelmed. He
or she needs others.
I feel that at the American Legion’s 60th
Annual Washington DC Conference in early
March, that the power of one can work, but
many can help get TAL Legislative Agenda
and advocacy work for our veterans, service
members and their families done! Because
most members are reluctant to write to their
members of Congress, the average Legislator treats each letter, call, legislative visit
or whatever means you use to reach your
Senators or Representatives, as the opinion
of 100 –200 of their constituents. Your ONE
contact carries significant weight.
This conference gives our organization’s
leadership a chance to meet our elected officials to discuss our initiatives and important
issues to the American Legion Family. This
is when the voices of many can make a huge
and significant impact! On Monday, March
9th, we attended a ‘Know Before You Go’
presentation to inform members of the priorities supported by the American Legion

Family. In this meeting, we reviewed and
were updated on all legislation that appears
in the Legislative Agenda for the 116th Congress, which I posted in my February monthly Legislative page. We were explained processes and the use of the database and ‘Voter
Voice,’ used to keep us updated and how it
is possible to notify us of important issues
needed to be addressed, sometimes very
quickly! One statistic that really made an
impression and should for all...there are up
to three million prospective voices that could
be heard in our organization, The American
Legion Family!
Prior to “storming the hill,” we all gathered
for the ‘Commanders Call’ where among
others, we were able to hear from the United
States Secretary of Veterans Affairs Robert
Wilkie. This was very informative and heartfelt. That afternoon I was honored to be accompanied by two of our great leaders, Legionnaires Al Richards and Robert Batty, to
visit Wisconsin’s 6th Congressional District
Representative Glen Grothman. Representative Grothman is on board for our veteran’s
issues and understands we need his support
and influence.
A great tool I highly recommend to members is TAL Legislative Handbook. This
document helps educate us in the legislative
structure and points out further “Can One
Person Make A Difference?” As I noted previously...ABSOLUTELY!
Think Spring and Think Legislation!

ALA DEPARTMENT CONVENTION HONORED GUEST BERNADINE “BERNE” BAER

Teresa Isensee
PPP Dept. Chairman
Ph: 715-667-3528
Email: tisensee2173@gmail.com
Past Department President Bernadine
“Berne” Baer will be the honored guest
at the 2020 Department Convention in
Appleton at the Red Lion Hotel Paper
Valley, July 16-19, 2020. Everyone is invited to dinner at the Appleton American
Legion Post #38 to honor our District
Presidents, District Membership Chairmen and Past Department President
Berne on Thursday, July 16th at 5:30pm.
See registration form on page A5. After the District Presidents and District
Membership Chairmen are recognized

and membership awards have been presented, we will have a tribute to Berne
Baer, reflecting on her year of service to
the American Legion Family.
Berne Baer is eligible to the American
Legion Auxiliary through the 20-year service of her husband Sandy who proudly
served with the U.S. Navy in World War
II and Korea, and also eligible through
her two sons who served in the United
States Air Force.
Berne fulfilled many roles in the Department of Wisconsin, Unit Offices, County
Offices, District Offices, and served on the
Department level as Chaplain, Historian,
2nd Vice President, 1st Vice President,
and Senior Vice President and on to her

goal of being the Department President
2005-2006 Auxiliary year. Her Department Commander was Ted Duckworth.
Berne has been a counselor at American
Legion Auxiliary Badger Girls State and
has served on the committee for several
years, in addition to serving as Chairmen
on several Department Committees.
Berne’s theme was “Embrace Our Veterans,” and her special project was to
help families of deployed soldiers. Her
pin was a bear holding the State of Wisconsin, the Auxiliary symbol and the
years 05 and 06 on his paws.
Please join me in thanking Berne
for her years of service to the American
Legion Auxiliary.

BERNADINE “BERNE” BAER
Past Department
President (2005-2006)
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2020-2021 AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN CANDIDATES
CANDIDATE FOR DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT: DIANE WEGGEN
Diane Weggen
announces
her
candidacy
for
the office of Department of Wisconsin President.
Her goal will be
to increase American Legion Family membership
and involvement bettering delivery of the Auxiliary mission to
serve veterans, military, their families and communities.
A Gold Star sister and 37-year
Paid-Up-For-Life American Legion Auxiliary member, Diane
joined through the service of her
brother Jerry, a Navy pilot who lost
his life on a training mission during
the Vietnam War. From a family
of veterans – late husband Donald served in the National Guard;
brothers Bob, Army and Tom, Air

Force; son James and daughter-inlaw Jennifer, Navy; and grandson
Nick, Air Force – Diane has a vested interest in serving veterans.
Two married children – daughter
Kathy in California and son James
in Virginia – and five grandchildren comprise Diane’s family supporting her Auxiliary work. Cecil
Tormey ALA Unit 118, and Clark
County ALA Council endorse Diane for the office of Department
President.
In addition to unit, county and
district president, Diane has held
other American Legion Auxiliary offices and chairmanships, has
worked the week at ALA Badger
Girls State and was a committee
member for the 2010 National
ALA Convention held in Milwaukee. Currently she is Department
Senior Vice President and Service

to Veterans Chairman.
Taking civic leadership roles,
Diane serves as a certified volunteer at the Wisconsin Veterans
Home in Chippewa Falls, a member of Chippewa Veterans Home
Recreation Committee, treasurer
of Otter Lake Booster Club, active member of All Saints Parish, group leader of Holy Family
PCCW, committee member for
the Thorp Junior Achievement
program and Partners with Our
Lady of Victory Ascension Hospital in Stanley.
A firm believer in ‘Service, not
self”, Diane is passionate about
The American Legion Family and
volunteering for veterans. Diane
Weggen will enthusiastically and
diligently work to serve and lead
the American Legion Auxiliary as
Department President.

CANDIDATE FOR SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT: LINDA COPPOCK
Linda has been
endorsed by her
Unit 512, and
Outagamie County Council , along
with the support
of her family, as
a candidate for
Department Senior Vice President
for the American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Wisconsin.
Through the service of her stepfather, Earl Burton, Linda has been
an active auxiliary member since
she joined at the age of 6. She is
also a Paid Up for Life member.
Linda has served the ALA in many
capacities over the years. She has

been an officer and/or a chairman
for her Unit, County, District and
now the Department of Wisconsin. She has recently revitalized
the Junior members of her Shiocton Unit 512 and finds working
with these young members very
rewarding. (They are our future!)
Linda and husband of 30 years,
Gary, a Vietnam Era Navy veteran, are members of Most Precious Blood Parish and the 7-11
Club in New London, where they
reside. Linda is a member of the
Shiocton Area Veterans Memorial Committee. They have raised
three daughters, Jennifer Gardner (a dual member), Michelle

Bellile and Suzanne Heuer and
son, Retired Army Reserve Major Stephen B. Olk. They enjoy
spending time with all ten of
their grandchildren and their one
great-granddaughter.
As Department Membership
Chairman this past year, Linda has
become more aware of the struggles some units have to retain and/
or gain members and accomplish
their goals to continue to support
our Auxiliary missions. Working closely with unit members is
something she looks forward to
continuing in the future and believes this may be a step to help
the decline in membership.

CANDIDATE FOR 1ST VICE PRESIDENT: MAGGIE GEIGER
Maggie Geiger
is announcing her
candidacy for the
office of 1st Vice
President for the
American Legion
Auxiliary,
Department of Wisconsin. Maggie has been endorsed
by her Cedarburg Unit 288.
She has proudly served in different offices and chairmanships in
her unit, county, and district. Some
of her recent accomplishments include facilitating a WWII veteran
to receive his Honoree Doctorate;
held a Reporting Clinic with two
members of Rose Harms Unit; is
a co-founder of Sweat4Vets, a post
to post walk established in 2016
which has raised over $60,000 to
support Veterans; and had the privilege working with the Veterans
Service Officer at Concordia Uni-

versity to plan “To Whom Honor
is Due” dinner for veterans, who
have been chosen by their churches
for outstanding leadership. She has
also been active on the Department
level serving on the Membership
Team, ALA in the Know ViceChair, ALA Strategic Plan #5 ‘Increasing Brand Awareness’, served
as Poppy Chairman receiving Outstanding Poppy Program in Central
Division, Department Historian receiving Best Department History in
the Central Division, Americanism
Chair, and will again attend ALA
Badger Girls State as a counselor.
Maggie is eligible for membership through her father, a WWII
veteran. A 15-year Paid Up for
Life (PUFL) member, she has
attended leadership trainings with
the American Legion Auxiliary, including ALA in the Know,
ALA Mission Training and the

American Legion College.
Compassion for our nation’s heroes, promoting ALA programs
and its mission, serving God and
Country with ALA members from
Wisconsin, is her passion.
Maggie and her husband of 44
years, SAL member Brian, are
members of Hillpoint Church in
Fox Point, and lifetime members
of Ozaukee County Historical Society. She is the proud mother of
son Patrick, daughter in-law Jackie, daughter Katie, son-in-law Michael, grandsons Gabriel, Emre,
Hoban, and granddaughter Theodora – all proud members of the
American Legion Family.
Maggie has been blessed to serve
as Department 2nd Vice President and asks for your continued
prayers and support as she offers
herself as candidate for Department 1st Vice President.

CANDIDATE FOR 2ND VICE PRESIDENT:
REBECCA (BECKY) MUELLER
I am excited and
humbled to announce my candidacy for the office
of ALA Department of Wisconsin Second Vice
President. I have
appreciated the opportunity to
serve you for the past two years as
your Department Chaplain. I especially appreciate those that have
taken the time and energy to give
me such positive feedback. All of
you have been and continue to be a
blessing to me.
I gained my eligibility from my
husband Clarence’s service in the
Army during the Vietnam era. I
also am eligible from the service of
my deceased first husband Richard
Young, a Marine in Vietnam. My
deceased father was an Army veteran who would now have been eligible to join this organization because
of the Legion Act.
I joined the Krause-Kraft-Mueller
Unit 106, Seymour in 2007. Since
that time, I have served as Unit
Secretary and President (4-year
term) and on many committees and
assisted in many projects. I was the
Noble Ninth President for 2 years. I
still serve on committees and wherever needed on the Unit, County,
District and Department levels.
The ALA in The Know events
are very special to me. This past
year I had the privilege of being
the co-chairman with Maggie
Geiger. This has been a wonderful
opportunity to learn about our organization and to learn from each
of you. Meeting with you and
hearing of your accomplishments

and concerns have been a highlight of my years as a presenter
and now as chairman.
Membership Chairman Linda
Coppock offered me the honor of
serving on her team this past year.
I truly appreciated the chance to
meet and talk to so many of you.
I have learned so much as your
Department Chaplain these past
years. Experiencing the care and
compassion that you exhibit to your
Legion family and beyond has been
such a blessing.
I plan on continuing to work
with our Department Strategic
Planning Team along with the
Centennial Committee. It is a joy
to celebrate all that we have done
and look forward to all of our future endeavors together.
The United Methodist Church has
certified me as a Lay Speaker. I occasionally lead the services at my
home church, New Life UMC, Seymour. I serve as the Lay Leader for
our two sites and serve on multiple
committees. I am especially drawn
to missions and serving others.
For God and Country defines my
calling and passion. I would appreciate the opportunity to continue to
serve this organization and, most
importantly, you, as we navigate
together through the changes and
challenges that are before us. Our
mission is before us and I feel I can
bring fresh insights and ideas to the
table as we move into our second
century of service to our veterans,
our military, their families (us) and
our communities.
Thank you for your consideration and support. God bless you
and the USA.

CANDIDATE FOR DEPARTMENT HISTORIAN:
SUE HEMBROOK
Sue Hembrook’s
journey in the
American Legion
Auxiliary
began 17 years ago
at the unit level
where, in addition
to chairing many
committees, she served as President
for four years. She also completed a
term as President of the Milwaukee
County Conference of Units and
before that was 4th District President. On the Department level, Sue
has served as Education Chairman
and is currently the Hospital Representative for the Dayton House
Residential Facility in Kenosha,
Director of Hospital Volunteers,
and Poppy Shop Supervisor. In addition, she was appointed to serve
on the 2015-2016 National Legislative Committee, 2016-2017 National Education Central Division

Chairman, 2017-2018 National
Poppy Committee and currently
National Central Division Children
and Youth Chairman.
She is eligible for membership
through the service of her late father, Norton Kaiser, a WWII Army
veteran and her husband, Eugene,
an Air Force veteran. She has four
children and nine grandchildren, all
members of The American Legion
Family. One of her sons is currently
a member of the Air Force Reserve
and her son-in-law is active duty
Navy serving in San Antonio.
Sue and her husband of 46 years
are members of St. Martin of Tours
Catholic Church in Franklin, where
she has been involved in many
committees and leadership positions. Her dedication to this organization will prove in her diligence
to provide an accurate history of the
coming year.
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2020-2021 AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN CANDIDATES
CANDIDATE FOR DEPARTMENT HISTORIAN:
AIMEE KORGER

Aimee Korger is proud
to announce her candidacy
for Department Historian.
Aimee is an active dual
member holding a DEC
position in both the American Legion Auxiliary and
The American Legion. The
Korger Family is finally a true American Legion Family. Her daughter is a junior member of her unit, her son a member of the Sons
of the American Legion, and after the historical change this year her husband has proudly joined the American Legion Auxiliary.
Aimee is looking forward to accurately
recording the history for the Department of
Wisconsin. She has only been a member
since 2016 but since joining, has been very
active and is always looking to learn more
about the American Legion Auxiliary. When
Aimee is not wearing her District President
“hat” she is the President and Membership

Chair for her Unit. She is also the ALA Badger Girls State Chair for her Unit and dedicates her time as a counselor at the weeklong event in June. Aimee is always thinking
about education as she is a substitute teacher
and after school teacher for her local school
district. She is also active in her community
by serving on the City Council, a role that includes being a member of many Boards and
Committees. Aimee has shown in the past
years that her organizational skills and the
ability to prioritize will make her an excellent candidate for the Department Historian.
Due to the COVID-19 crisis that we are
facing as a Nation and the mandated restrictions on public meetings and gatherings, Aimee has not had a Unit meeting yet,
but does have an approved endorsement
at her County level and the District DEC.
Aimee is asking for your support in her
candidacy as Department Historian for the
2020-2021 Year.

MISSION IN ACTION: APPLETON UNIT 38

CANDIDATE FOR DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN:
DONNA JENSEN

Donna Jensen humbly
announces her candidacy
for the office of Department Chaplain. She is a
Paid Up For Life member
of the American Legion
Auxiliary and her eligibility is through her brother
who served in the Air Force and her husband, Past Department Commander Wayne
Jensen, who served in the Navy during the
Vietnam era as well as the Navy Reserve,
Coast Guard Reserve and Air Force Reserve
for a total of 28 years.
Donna has been active in the American
Legion Auxiliary for the past 10 years serving as Secretary, Historian and District President in the 4th District, Sergeant-of-Arms
for Milwaukee County and has been chairman and a member of several Department
committees including Fundraising, Children & Youth and Leadership. She has also
been a volunteer at ALA Badger Girls State
and plans to continue her involvement this
year and in the future.
It was a great honor to volunteer during the
past two American Legion National Conventions held in Milwaukee in 2000 and
2010. She was a driver for the American

Legion Auxiliary National President and the
American Legion National Adjutant as well
as serving on pre-convention activities.
She has been a member of St. Bernadette
Catholic Church in Milwaukee for the past
47 years and has volunteered for many committees and activities there including singing in the choir for the past 28 years. Her
faith, family and service to others are very
important to her.
Donna and Wayne are celebrating their
50th wedding anniversary later this year
and have two daughters, Wendy and Sheila and two granddaughters, Ivy and Fiona
who are all members of the Legion Family
and belong to the Milwaukee Police Post/
Unit 415. She retired from Travelers Insurance in 2010 where she worked for 25
years holding various jobs starting in a clerical position and advancing through various
claim handling positions. Her goal during
retirement was to be able to devote more
time to volunteering.
Donna’s candidacy for Department Chaplain is endorsed by the 4th District and Milwaukee County. She has the support of her
family to pursue this new opportunity and
asks for your support in order to humbly
serve the entire Legion Family.

2019-2020 DISTRICT PRESIDENTS’ RECOGNITION DINNER
AND TRIBUTE TO HONORED PDP BERNE BAER (2005-06)
When:

Thursday, July 16, 2020, 5:30 – 8:30 pm

Where:

American Legion Post #38
3220 W. College Ave., Appleton, Wisconsin

Cost:

$20.00 per person (advance purchase required)

Deadline: Friday, June 26, 2020
Late reservations cannot be accepted, and refunds will not be issued.

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 38-Appleton donated ‘Joy for All Interactive
Pets’ for the rehabilitation of veterans with PTSD, dementia, Alzheimer’s, anxiety
issues and loneliness. Pictured (left to right): Ruth Eiden, Linda Breitzman, Rose
Heinz (Outagamie County Council President), Debra Ragen, Marian Brown (Unit 38
President), and Nick Peskie, Donation Specialist.

A dinner in honor of the 2019-2020 District Presidents and Honored PDP Berne Baer will be held on Thursday,
July 16, 2020 at 5:30 pm. The District Presidents will be recognized for their efforts during the past year and
membership awards will be presented. The evening’s festivities will conclude with a tribute to Past Department
President Berne Baer. The entire Legion Family is encouraged to attend these celebrations.
Buffet dinner will include ham, broasted chicken, stuffing, mashed potatoes, gravy, cranberries, vegetable, cole
slaw and a dinner roll. A cash bar will be available. Admission is by advance ticket purchase only.
Reservations must be received by Friday, June 26, 2020. Space is limited to the first 150 reservations.
RESERVATIONS FOR DISTRICT PRESIDENTS’ RECOGNITION DINNER & HONORED PDP TRIBUTE
Thursday, July 16, 2020 at 5:30 pm
Cost: $20.00/person by June 26, 2020

MISSION IN ACTION: 7TH DISTRICT

Make Check payable to: ALA-Wisconsin

7th District Fall Workshop
was held at the GrassmanSowle-Larsen-Senz
Post
201. All Units attending
were challenged to bring
school supplies to the
event, with one unit taking
all the supplies home for the
school of their choice. The
winner was Unit 26 Baraboo!
Mary Spink was the newest
member in attendance and
was able to go back to her
unit with all of the items. Mary had been a member for only six months at this event
and came to represent her unit by herself. What a lucky day!
Picture (l-r): 7th District President Becca Gleason, Mary Spink of Baraboo Unit 26,
and Helene Stein, 7th District Children and Youth Chairman. Photo contributed by
Candy Lund.

“Embrace Our Veterans”

Mail to: ALA-Wisconsin, PO Box 140, Portage, WI 53901-0140

A $25.00 fee will be charged for any check returned by the bank.
Unit #

District

Contact Phone: (

Contact Name:

)

Reservation Fee

Email:
$20.00

x

Number of Tickets:

Name on Ticket (print clearly)

= $

(TOTAL DUE)

Name on Ticket (print clearly)

1)

6)

2)

7)

3)

8)

4)

9)

5)

10)

If more reservations need to be listed, please add a separate sheet. Thank you.
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MISSION IN ACTION:
SAUKVILLE UNIT 470

2020 AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY KING DAY
The American Legion Family King Day will not be held on June 21, 2020 as previously
planned. Please watch the Wisconsin publication and monthly unit mailings for details
if the event is rescheduled.

American Legion Auxiliary-Department of Wisconsin
ALA IN THE KNOW (Important Info for Every Member)
REGISTRATION FORM

(Please submit one form per person)

Members are encouraged to register early---space is limited! Registrations accepted on a firstcome, first-served basis. Registrations received after capacity is reached, will be returned. No reservations will be accepted on site.
Session is $25/person and includes continental breakfast, light lunch, and program materials. Sessions will include information on a variety of topics and Auxiliary programs. New topics will be
covered as we start a new century of service, so come out and join the fun!

Mary Ellen Race (right), VA&R Chairman of Landt-Thiel American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 470 in Saukville, presented a check for $2,000 to Laura
Acompanado (left), Suicide Prevention Coordinator at the Zablocki VA
Medical Center in Milwaukee. Auxiliary Unit 470 directed the funds to
beneﬁt veterans in need under the Suicide Prevention Program.

MISSION IN ACTION:
COMBATTING COVID-19

Schedule for all conferences:

Please print clearly:

8:00 am – 9:00 am • Registration/Continental Breakfast
9:00 am – 3:30 pm • Informative presentation, lunch break,
interactive program session, questions & answers

District #: _______ Unit #: ______ Unit City: ______________________________________
First Name: ___________________ Last Name: _____________________________________
Email: _______________________ Phone: ☐ home ☐ cell: ( _____ ) ___________________
Select One:

DATE

LOCATION

RESERVATION DUE

09/26/2020

American Legion Post #59
803 N Page Street, Stoughton, WI 53589

Postmarked by 9/4/20

☐ 10/03/2020

American Legion Post #449
3245 N 124th Street, Brookfield, WI 53005

Postmarked by 9/11/20

☐ 10/03/2020

American Legion Post #87
1404 Macauley Ave, Rice Lake, WI 54868

Postmarked by 9/11/20

☐ 10/10/2020

American Legion Post #38
3220 W College Ave, Appleton, WI 54914

Postmarked by 9/18/20

☐ 10/10/2020

American Legion Post #121
121 N Main Street, River Falls, WI 54022

Postmarked by 9/18/20

☐ 10/17/2020

American Legion Post #73
6 Boon Blvd, Neillsville, WI 54456

Postmarked by 9/25/20

☐

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ ________
A $25.00 fee will be charged for
any check returned by the bank.

Mail check, payable to ALA-Wisconsin, by the deadline listed above to:
ALA Wisconsin, P. O. Box 140, Portage, WI 53901-0140.
Please share how your unit fulfilled the ALA mission during the COVID-19 crisis. How did you
stay in contact and function as a unit during this time? What valuable lessons did you learn
that would benefit other units in your area?
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Please share one (1) question you would like addressed during the session: ______________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Reminiscent of Rosie
the Riveter days, Barbara Bowen (age 92!)
of ALA Unit 434 in Oak
Creek, is pictured sewing hospital masks in
response to a plea from
local nurses ﬁghting the
COVID-19 national emergency. Other members
involved in this effort
include Sue Hembrook,
Bonnie Jakubczyk, Linda Miles
and Diana Richard.
Please share your brief story of
how you or unit helped combat the
Coronavirus. Submissions should
be 50-75 words and emailed to
deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org for
possible publication in the next
issue of the Wisconsin.

FEBRUARY 2020 SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
500.00

James Rohan
Rebecca Oblack
Mariann Ballbach
Shirley Rowe
Mary Stiglbauer
Patrice Hodach
Mary Boardman
Rosemary Gassen
Geraldine Nolden
Louise Minisan
Jeanette Larson
Lois Hanson
Barbara Oswald
Kathy Schaar
Christine Ducat
Anita Patnode
Torria Rogstad
Phyllis Schulz
Mary Lou Cherney
Ludina Schmitz
Dorothy Corwith
Bonnie Kasten
Judith Scherwinski
Kathryn Golata
Karen Klein
Lillian Hedler
Marcia Stuckart
Mary Schirmer
Kathryn Linden

Verona
Edgar
Mayville
Baraboo
Watertown
Fremont
Onalaska
Stoughton
Belleville
Mercer
Black River Falls
Nelson
Wind Lake
Wabeno
Columbus
Arkansaw
DePere
Reeseville
Denmark
Mt Calvary
Reedsburg
Wausau
Butternut
Lake Mills
Brussels
Thorp
Lufkin TX
Plymouth
Saukville

