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ALA 10TH DISTRICT CHAPLAIN JEAN ERLEWINE MESSAGE 
 

Do everything with a good heart and expect nothing in return. 
and you will never be disappointed. 

Thank you, Heavenly Father for loving us.  
Help us to brighten those we see every day with a smile. 

 Keep us all in the palm of your hand. 
 

Amen 
 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 10TH DISTRICT  
2023-2025 OFFICERS AND CHAIRMAN 

 
  ** If you need to contact any Officers or Chairman - Contact President Mary  

 

POSITION NAME 
President Mary Townsend   715-234-5155 or 715-931-9236    email: getmet77@hotmail.com 
1st Vice President Teresa Steinke 
2nd Vice President Chrys Porter 
Chaplain Jean Erlewine 
Historian Jean Erlewine 
Secretary/Treasurer Teresa Isensee 
Parliamentarian Jeanne Williams 
  
Americanism Teresa Steinke 
Badger Girl State Lori Reynolds 
Children & Youth Margaret Larson 
Chippewa Falls VA Rep Nancy Randen 
Community Service Maria Knoop 
Constitution & ByLaws Teresa Isensee 
Education Chrys Porter 
Junior Activities Tracy Larson 
Leadership DISTRICT TEAM 
Legislative Teresa Steinke 
Membership Teresa Steinke 
Minneapolis VA Rep Jeanne Williams 
National Security Chrys Porter 
Poppy  Yvonne Hill 
Public Relations DISTRICT TEAM 
Standing Rules Teresa Isensee 
VA&R Elsie Obermueller 
  

 

 

10TH DISTRICT AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY  
FALL CONFERENCE IN BRACKETT SEPTEMBER 16, 2023 

 

The Legion will meet at Brackett Post #550, and the Auxiliary will meet at Foster Bar/Event Center, S12800 US-53, Osseo, WI 
54758 (just down the road from the Post. 
 

Registration 8:00am – 9:00am CONFERENCE BEGINS AT 9:00am.  Auxiliary Fall Conference Registration form is attached, 
the Legion Registration form will be available as soon as possible. 
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DISTRICT 10 AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

I would like to introduce myself; my name is Mary Townsend. I am your new 10th District President. I am a member of 
Cumberland Unit 98 and have been a Legion Auxiliary member for 15 years. My husband Jerry is my pathway to membership. He 
is a 12-year Navy Veteran. We have two children and five grandchildren. My focus will be on connecting on all levels and ways 
to honor and serve our Veterans, the Military, and their families. I look forward to working with Commander Rita Rindahl, the 
new 10th District Commander. I am excited about the next two years, as serving the “Mighty” 10th.  
 

A big shout out to Margaret Larson for serving the past two years, we appreciate all that she has done. 
 

I would like to come visit, so if you have a fundraiser, special event, parade, Unit or County meeting, just get in touch with me 
and I will see if works out with my schedule. Please contact me if there is any way I can assist you. 
 

CONNECTIONS 
 

Being connected is a wonderful thing, whether it's with family, friends, or classmates. In this modern-day world, we have a lot of 
ways to stay connected and be informed. This will be one of my focus points for the next two years, getting the 10th connected in 
a greater way. Units to members, county to Units, District to county and program chairman. 
 

Unit Presidents: I urge you to stay connected to the unit members. You can accomplish this by phone, email, or newsletter. Let 
them know that they are valued, whether they are active or inactive. Keep them informed on things accomplished and events 
coming up.  
 

County Presidents: Be connected to the Unit Presidents, for the purpose of giving information and gathering information. 
 

District Staff: Connecting with the county presidents and program chairman to pass along information for reporting purposes. 
 

LET’S MAKE A 10TH CONNECTION! 
 
Mary Townsend - 10th District President 
(715) 234-5155  email: getmet77@hotmail.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP MESSAGE FROM  
ALA DISTRICT CHAIRMAN TERESA STEINKE 

 

2024 Membership Packets have been mailed. Everyone that turned in a Unit Renewal Information form will receive their 2024 
Membership Packet at the address provided on the form by the end of the month. 
 

Many people have asked about the Membership Goals for 2024. National has set those goals to be equal to last year's goal, plus 
one. Some have asked why they have chosen this as our goal for the upcoming year. It is to encourage GROWTH in our elite, 
patriotic service organization! 
 

Founded in 1919, The American Legion Auxiliary has nearly 1 million members from all walks of life. The Auxiliary administers 
hundreds of volunteer programs, gives tens of thousands of hours to its communities and to veterans, and raises millions of dollars 
to support its own programs, as well as other worthwhile charities familiar to Americans. It is all accomplished with its member 
volunteers. Our members are essential to carrying out our cause, so membership is vital to our continued success. 
 

You may start to send RENEWING 2024 dues in as soon as your packet arrives. Do not hold any dues; National will be pulling 
the list on August 11th for the September 15th mailed renewal notices to all unpaid Senior members. Juniors and members flagged 
as HLM's (Honorary Life Members-dues are paid by the unit) DO NOT receive a renewal notice. 
 

If you need any assistance with membership, including ideas to hold a membership fair, one on one discussions with members or 
prospective members, PLEASE contact me! I am more than willing to help! 
 
Teresa Steinke, Tenth District Membership Chair 
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LEGISLATIVE UPDATES FROM ALA 
DISTRICT CHAIRMAN TERESA STEINKE 

 

Are you aware of the effect your voice can make in Congress? Did you know that The American Legion was instrumental in the 
formation of the GI Bill, which helped our veterans further their education after their honorable service to our country; or the VA 
Health Care System that we currently have, which provides world-class health care to our veterans after they complete their 
military service? We have a strong voice in Congress! 
 

Contacting your elected representatives regarding issues important to our veterans and their welfare is a significant part of our 
commitment to participate in and contribute to the aims and purposes of The American Legion, as stated in the preamble to our 
constitution. 
 

The American Legion Auxiliary supports the legislative priorities adopted by The American Legion. The American Legion's 
Legislative Division in Washington, D.C., keeps abreast of current legislation related to veterans' benefits, national security, and 
children and youth. Auxiliary members are encouraged to subscribe to the Legion's legislative e-bulletins to keep the Legion 
Family aware of legislative issues and the official positions of The American Legion on those issues. 
 

Four action items taken from The American Legion Legislative Action Center website are listed along with a description of each 
that was taken directly from the website. The sample of what you could write in your letter regarding each issue follows the 
description, also directly from TAL Legislative Action Center website. Please let your representatives know that we support 
positive action on the issues of Buddy Checks, Treatment for Exposure to Toxic Substances, GI Bill Parity for all Reserve and 
National Guard, VA Health Care Access for all World War II veterans. 
 

Other issues on The American Legion legislative agenda include efforts to improve health care for women veterans, guaranteed 
pay for our Coast Guard in the event of a government shutdown, the expansion of broadband capabilities and services for veterans 
in remote areas to better meet their health care needs, and citizenship for veteran immigrants for honorable service in our military. 
 

If you have any questions or would like more information on the Legislative efforts of the American Legion Family, please let me 
know. I am here to help. 
 

Teresa Steinke, Tenth District Legislative Chair 
 
 

HIGHLIGHT OUR HERO’S 
 

We want to highlight the veterans from the 10th District. Unit presidents, here is your chance to Highlight a Hero from your Post. 
Nominate a veteran from your Post, write a short story about this person and the reason they are a hero. It doesn't have to be 
military service related. We are not going to highlight active-duty military for national security reasons. 
 

The criteria for nominations are as follows: 
 Must be an honorable discharged Veteran 
 Was or is a Member of an American Legion Post 
 Can be living or deceased 

 

Include in Profile: 
 City Name/Post# 
 Nominee’s name/branch of service/rank 
 Number of years served 
 Why they are nominated 
 Your contact Name and Number 

 

I would like each Unit to nominate at least one Veteran per year. These Hero’s will be highlighted in the 10th District Newsletters 
and at the Fall DEC/Spring Conferences. Please get permission from the veteran if possible.  Send nominates by email or regular 
mail to me:    Mary Townsend, 1887 21st Ave, Rice Lake, WI 54868      email: getmet77@hotmail.com 
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2023 STATE CONVENTION UPDATE 
Another State Convention has come and gone. Here are some of the highlights: 
 

 A Basket Raffle Fundraiser held during Convention raised $5880 for PDP Linda Coppock’s special project Giving Back 
to The ALA (Supporting those programs that are not self-sustaining and could use monetary assistance). 

 Maggie Geiger from Cedarburg is our next Department of Wisconsin ALA President. President Maggie’s Theme is 
President Maggie Geiger’s theme is “Enhancing the Lives of our Veterans, Military and their Families – One Day at a 
Time”. Below is the President Maggie’s pin.  

                                                                              
 2023-2024 PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL PROJECT: 

Dogs2DogTags, which places trained dogs with deserving service members who have been diagnosed with post-combat 
stress and anxiety (dogs2dogtags.org). The flyer is attached. 

 Wonderful reports from Department Program Chairman and many special guests and speakers. 
 

10th District Highlights at Convention: 
 Sue Vorwald from River Falls Unit 121 was honored for the year she served as Department President 2008-2009. Her 

theme was “Oceans of Love to our Veterans”. 
 Ridgeland Unit 511 received the District Membership award for their work mentoring Junior members. 
 A letter from Haugen Unit 540, President Yvonne Hill was read. It was titled “the last customer of the day”. A story of a 

veteran she encountered at her little village store. 
 

POPPY ORDERS 
The Poppy Order Form is in the August Unit Mailing (available on the amlegionauxwi.org/unit-mailings website, and is attached 
with this newsletter.  Orders are due by DECEMBER 15, 2023. 
 

ALA PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY 
 

The Past Presidents Parley or PPP sponsors scholarships for nursing and healthcare students, they are in need of your donations to 
continue to offer these scholarships to deserving students! Attached is the donation sheet for the ALA PPP.  
 

Did you know that if you are a past or current president of your unit, district, county, department, or National you qualify to be a 
member of the PPP? What is the PPP – to provide encouragement and mentor or current and future leaders in our organization, 
reach out and help them ensure strong leadership for the future. PPP Membership Form is attached the dues are $7.00 per year.  
You can also donate to the Scholarship Fund using this form.   
 

2023-2024 UNIT OFFICER FORMS 
 

Please send in your Unit Officer Form as soon as possible.  Form is attached and is available in the August Unit Mailing. 
 

UP COMING EVENTS 
August 25-31, 2023 American Legion Family National Convention – Charlotte, NC 
Saturday September 9, 2023 ALA in the Know in Waunakee, WI  
Saturday September 16, 2023 10th District Fall Conference hosted by Bracket American Legion Family 
Saturday September 16, 2023 ALA in the Know in Tigerton, WI 
Saturday September 30, 2023 ALA in the Know in River Falls, WI  
Saturday October 21-22, 2023 Wisconsin Junior Fall Conference, Turning Rivers Youth Camp, Campbellsport, WI 

 
To submit articles and events for the 10th District Family Newsletter send to: Teresa Isensee tisensee2173@gmail.com 
 









American Legion Auxiliary District 10  
Department of Wisconsin  

   
To: 10th District Officers 
       10th District Committee Chairman  
       10th District Committee Chairman  
       10th District County Presidents  
       10th District Executive Board Members 
       10th District Past Presidents  

RE: Fall Executive Board Meeting  

The Fall Executive Board Meeting we be held on Saturday September 16, 2023, at Foster Event 
Center/Bar near Brackett, S12800 US-53, Osseo, WI. Brackett Post is the host. Registration 
Form attached. 

Registration begins at 8:00 and meeting at 9:00 am.  

All 10th District members are invited to attend, please pass the word. No reports are 
needed, just bring your new ideas, news, and concerns. District Executive Board 
members please wear causal Auxiliary attire.  

Bring money, there will be raffle baskets!  

We will have a "Give 10 to Education" collection at the meeting, bring school supplies which 
will be donated to a local school.  

The Brackett Post will be open for refreshments/light supper on Friday night 
Sept 15th from 5-10 PM. 

We will have a joint lunch with the Legion Family. $12.00 per person. The lunch will be served 
at the same venue as our meeting.  

If you are unable to attend this meeting, please call or email to be excused. Hope to see you 
there!  

 
Motel Information:  Super 8 - Osseo 1-715-803-2628  
                                 Osseo Inn -        1-715-597-3175  
 

Mary Townsend- 10th District President  
getmet77@hotmail.com or (715) 234-5155 



REGISTRATION FORM 
 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
10TH DISTRICT FALL DEC CONFERENCE 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2023 
**************************************************************** 

Brackett – Foster Bar/Event Center, S12800 US-53, Osseo, WI 54758 
Registration 8:00am – 9:00am CONFERENCE BEGINS AT 9:00am 

**************************************************************** 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN BY SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 

 

Unit # ______ City _________________________________ County _____________________ 
 
Delegate at Large members are:  District Officers, County Presidents, Past District Presidents, 
and Program Chairman. 
 

All other Auxiliary Members for the Fall DEC are Guests. 
 

 
Name 

Delegate 
at Large 

 
Guest 

$0.00 
Registration 

$12.00  
Luncheon Banquet 

     
     
     
     
     
     

 

*No Registration Fee for Auxiliary Fall Conference 
                 Number  Total $  

Number of Luncheon Banquet Tickets @ $12.00          _______  ________ 

     TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED            _______          $________ 

 
Make Checks Payable: Brackett Post 550 
 

 Send to: Brenda McMahon 
   S13190 State Road 93 
   Eleva, WI 54738 
 














