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Are you Rais-
ing your Voice 
in Song for our 
Veterans?  One 
way to support 
our veterans is 
by attending the 
National Veter-
ans Creative Arts 
Festival.  This 
year the national 

festival will be in Milwaukee from 
October 27 through November 2.  
To volunteer or to reserve FREE 
tickets to the Art Exhibit and Stage 
Show at the Milwaukee Theater 
on Sunday, November 2nd, please 
contact Marisa Straub at Marisa.

Janet Jefford joined the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary through her 
father William Lucas, a World War 
II Army veteran.  She is also eli-
gible through her son, Jeff, a Des-
ert Storm Army veteran. Janet is a 
member of Goodale-Rameker Unit 
56 in Connecticut.

“Celebrating faith, family and 
freedom is what the American Le-

straub@va.gov or call 1-888-469-
6614 ext 48653.  The art exhibit 
opens at 12:00 noon and the stage 
show performance is at 2:00 pm.

“No work is insignifi cant.  All 
labor that uplifts humanity has dig-
nity and importance and should be 
undertaken with painstaking excel-
lence.” 

– Martin Luther King Jr.
How do YOU make a difference?  

What are you doing to enhance the 
lives of our veterans, our military, 
their families and our communi-
ties?  Auxiliary program Plans of 
Action will give you and your unit 
suggestions on how you can Make 
a Difference.  Share your stories 

gion Auxiliary is all about,”  Jef-
ford said. “Faith in our God, one 
another, and our leaders; work-
ing together as a Legion Family 
and with our community families 
toward a common mission; and 
freedom to be who we want, say 
what we want and worship as we 
want, thanks to the selfl ess men 
and women who have died for 
those freedoms. I am so honored 
to be given this extraordinary op-
portunity to lead our organization 
as national president.”

Jefford is the fi rst Connecticut 
resident to represent the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary as national 
president since Helen Lee Gilbert 
during the 1944-1945 administra-
tive year.  She has held numerous 
leadership positions in the organi-

and pictures with other Wisconsin 
Auxiliary members by posting on 
our Facebook group AMERICAN 
LEGION AUXILIARY DEPT OF 
WI.  This group can also be used 
to promote an Auxiliary event or a 
unit/county/district meeting.  Let’s 
get the word out about who we are, 
what we do and why we matter.

Please contact the department 
program chairmen if you have any 
questions on their published Plans 
of Action and “how to” sheets.  
By promoting our programs, our 
membership will increase and help 
us on our way to the national goal 
of one million members by 2019.

National President Janet Jefford 

TERESA ISENSEE
Department
President

Raising Our Voices in Song 
through Membership
Joan Chwala, Dept. Chairman
Email: Ctr68552@centurytel.net
H: 715-668-5661

A Spoonful of Sugar Makes the 
Medicine Go Down!

There is some truth to the words of 
this song.  So what is this medicine 
we speak of?  In this case, it is the 
work of spreading the word about 
the wonderful work of our Ameri-
can Legion Family.  By doing this 
and becoming the “go to” organiza-
tion in our communities, we make 
it enticing to be a member of this, 
the largest women’s patriotic group 
in the world.   

Using Department President Te-
resa Isensee’s theme can be a light-
hearted way to approach the serious 
work of caring for veterans, their 
families, our troops, and our com-
munities.  You can certainly see 
how this attitude can make it easier 

to reach our goal of renewing every 
member on our roster.  We can even 
entice former members to come 
back.  And we can’t forget to ask 
everyone who is eligible.  They de-
serve to be a part of the great work 
we do.  There’s no need to sugar coat 
the fact that we, the women of the 
Wisconsin American Legion Auxil-
iary, reported raising over $350,000 
in poppy distributions in the 2013 
year and that’s pretty sweet!

 Do you still think membership is 
a dull, bland program?  Let me refer 
to a couple of songs about spicing it 
up then.  Have you heard of “Salt of 
the Earth” by the Rolling Stones or 
“Salt and Pepper” by Harry Chapin?  
As my favorite motivational speak-
er, Joyce Meyer, says, “Each day 
when you go out into the dark, taste-
less world, you can be the fl avor it 
needs.”  As we love people and care 
for them through our programs, we 
are showing how we can add fl avor 

to the lives of others.  Our positive 
attitudes and enthusiasm can be just 
the spice that makes belonging to 
the American Legion Family such a 
delightful pot luck meal fi lled with 
all the fl avors we need.  

We will be holding at least four 
“Concert Tours” around the state this 
fall that will give you a taste of how 
we plan to teach this philosophy.  
The current schedule is as follows: 
Fond du Lac on September 27, Wau-
nakee on October 4, Union Grove 
on October 18, and Thorp on Octo-
ber 25.  Registration forms are listed 
on the home page of the department 
website. Let’s remember that our 
motto is “For God and Country” so 
we want to let God lead us as we 
“Raise Our Voices in Song.”

Membership Team:
Joan Chwala, Chairman

Bonnie Jakubczyk, UD&R
Mary Petrie, UD&R

Morgan Johnsen, Junior Member
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will be visiting Wisconsin from 
October 23-25.  A dinner reserva-
tion form was in the September 
Unit Mailing and is posted on 
the home page of the department 
website.  Please join us at the Eau 
Claire Legion Post on Friday Oc-
tober 24th to meet President Janet.  
President Janet Jefford’s theme is 
“Celebrating Faith, Family, and 
Freedom” – faith in our God, one 
another, and our leaders; working 
together as a Legion Family.

REJOINING LAPSED MEM-
BERS – When a member who has 
lapsed her membership and wants 
to rejoin, the unit MUST verify her 
eligibility; use her original Mem-

ber ID number, complete a Mem-
ber Data Form (be sure to check 
the REJOIN box) and submit to 
Department with the Transmit-
tal Form (do not check the “new” 
box).  If you have any questions, 
please give Andrea Stoltz a call at 
Department Headquarters.

In the spirit of goodwill, intro-
duce a friendly feeling into your 
Unit meetings.  Create a Thought-
ful Brigade – a group of Auxiliary 
members dedicated to making all 
members feel welcome and val-
ued in our organization. We are 
all volunteers and need to know 
that what we do does Make a 
Difference.

zation at the unit, district and de-
partment levels, including eight 
national program chairmanships.  
She currently serves on the 2014-
2019 Centennial Strategic Plan-
ning leadership team.

Jefford recently retired as Vice 
President of Institutional Effec-
tiveness at Goodwin College in 
East Hartford, Connecticut. She 
served as a commissioner on an 
agency that accredits schools and 
colleges, and as president and 
chairman of the Board of Con-
necticut Training Center, a com-
munity-based nonprofi t training 
center. Jefford has two children 
and two grandchildren.  All are 
members of The American Legion 
Family. Connect with National 
President on Facebook.
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2014-2015 NATIONAL PRESIDENT JANET JEFFORD



Bonnie Dorniak
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Ph: (608) 745-0124
Email: deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org

 Past Department President Joyce En-
dres and District President Judy Kuta were 
honored to receive the National President’s 
Award for Excellence on behalf of Peter 
Wollner Unit 288 in Cedarburg at the 2014 
National Convention for the unit’s work 
in support of veterans, military, and their 
families.  This is the third year that a Wis-
consin unit has been recognized by the Na-
tional President.  CONGRATULATIONS 
CEDARBURG – YOU MADE US ALL 
PROUD!

With national convention behind us, it is 
time to welcome in the new ALA adminis-
trative year.  Newly elected National Presi-
dent Janet Jefford’s theme for 2014-2015 is 
Celebrating Faith, Family and Freedom.  See 
the article on page A1 for more information 
about our new national president.

The national organization rolled out the 
5-year Centennial Strategic Plan at national 
convention. The impact of an organization 
is measured by how well it meets its mis-

sion. Well-run organizations have one thing 
in common: a viable strategic plan that 
keeps the organization focused, is continu-
ally reviewed and updated for relevancy, and 
benchmarks its accomplishments. The Aux-
iliary’s national strategic plan includes fi ve 
goals that Wisconsin will adapt to achieve 
growth and stability at the state and unit lev-
els.  The hard work of planning is well worth 
the time and effort because it means we will 
be able to serve more veterans, members of 
the military and their families now and in the 
future. Watch for more information in the 
months to come.

In the movie, Field of Dreams, a young 
farmer plows under his cornfi eld to build a 
baseball fi eld.  After facing bankruptcy and 
family strife, hundreds of cars can be seen 
approaching the fi eld as they come to watch 
baseball at the end of the movie. As in the 
movie, it is my strong belief that if we pro-
mote all the good work the Auxiliary does 
through our programs, women will want to 
become involved members of our organiza-
tion.  If your unit is doing something unique 
to support our veterans, military and their 
families, please contact me.  I would like to 

highlight some of these activities and suc-
cess stories in future Wisconsin articles.  
Your ideas may be of interest to others who 
would like to duplicate your work in their 
own community.  

National Headquarters mailed 2014 
Membership Renewal Notices on Sep-
tember 15th.  If a member believes she 
received a renewal notice in error, she 
should contact her unit membership chair-
man to ensure her dues were processed.  It 
may be possible that things crossed in the 
mail or that the unit has not forwarded the 
dues to Department. 

THANK YOU to everyone who has al-
ready responded to our annual calendar 
fundraiser.  Donations support our mission.  
Contact Department Headquarters if you 
want additional entry forms. They make 
awesome birthday, Christmas, and anniver-
sary gifts! You could win more than once 
because winning entry forms are returned to 
the barrel every day.  Daily prizes are $15, 
Sunday prizes are $25, and there are 14 spe-
cial days with $500 prizes!  The last day to 
enter is December 31, 2014.  Daily drawings 
start January 1st.  
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CHAPLAIN’S
CORNER

Joanie Dickerson
Dept. Chaplain/Music Chairman
Ph: 608-996-2152
Email: jomarie@tds.net

The daylight hours grow shorter and 
the evenings are cooler. Seems like yes-
terday we were celebrating the beginning 
of summer and here we are, heading into 
fall. On my way to work this morning I 
pulled to the side of the road to take a pic-
ture of a rainbow. After arriving at work, 
I was drawn to the window where I could 
see a double rainbow! Of course I had to 
have a picture of them, too. Rainbows 
make me think of new beginnings and 
promises made. So although summer is 
winding down and fall will be upon us 
very soon, we have fall colors and har-
vest time to look forward to. Even though 
we face diffi cult times, our Heavenly Fa-
ther has promised to be with us always. 
All He asks is that we place our faith in 
Him
MY PRAYER, by Milly Patzer

Heavenly Father, Your grace I pray
To help me through each coming day.
When times are hard, my spirit’s low,
Upon my knees to You I go.
I know that You will hear my plea, 
For You are always watching me.
You may not answer right away,
But my fears will go, they do not stay.
Then in Your time and at Your will,
Your peace will come if I am still.
So I will trust my faith to You
Your word and love are always true.

MUSIC
Our most immediate past music chair-

man as well as several former music 
chairman have promoted “To The Aux-
iliary” as a nearly forgotten song of our 
organization in hopes that it will be re-
vived. I am one that sang it at many meet-
ings in the past. I will again have copies 
of it at the Fall Informational Forum for 
anyone interested in helping bring back 
this wonderful song. We may even have a 
few ladies willing to perform it for those 
in attendance! Additionally, there is an 
auxiliary song called “For God and For 
Country”. Maybe we can make this a reg-
ular part of your meetings as well! Let’s 
see what we can do as we raise our voices 
in song for veterans.

For God and For Country
by Richard Feiner

I know that You are always right beside me
For God and for country we’ll carry on 

together.
Let justice and freedom reign undaunted in 

our hearts forever.
All through the nation in exultation
We salute thee, O great Auxiliary of

 Legionnaires.

For God and for country in legion we as-
semble

‘Mid peaceful endeavor, let no tyrant cause 
our hearts to tremble.

First in salvation, pride of the nation
We salute thee, O great Auxiliary of 

Legionnaires.

GREETINGS FROM HEADQUARTERSGREETINGS FROM HEADQUARTERS

NATIONAL SECURITYNATIONAL SECURITY

EDUCATIONEDUCATION

Amy Luft, Department Chairman
Ph: 414-651-7300
Email: amyjluft@gmail.com

The purpose of the American Legion Aux-
iliary National Security program is to main-
tain and promote a strong national defense 
by strengthening and supporting military 
service members and their families.

As Auxiliary members, it is our duty to 
step-up to help our country be its best, 
help keep our people safe, and forge a bet-
ter, stronger global future.  This begins by 
honoring those who serve in uniform and 
their families.  You may choose to help 
support National Security as a unit or as an 
individual member.  There are many pro-
grams to choose from:

• Make a donation to the Support Mili-
tary Families fund which provides fi nan-
cial assistance here in Wisconsin to those 

Christine Johnsen
Department Chairman
Phone: 715-203-2015
E-mail: cmj102@aol.com

Learning occurs every day and can hap-
pen anywhere, and as children and many 
adults return to school this fall, there are 
many opportunities for Auxiliary members 
to promote education. The Education Pro-
gram supports the American Legion Aux-
iliary’s role in providing quality education 
for children and adults through classroom 
activities, literacy programs, scholarship 
promotion and support of education beyond 
high school, especially for military and vet-
eran’s children.

Collaborate with your American Legion 
Post and start planning now to present Vet-
erans in the Classroom at local schools.  
Consider alternate locations, too, such as at 
after-school programs at the Boys and Girls 
Clubs or a public library. 

American Education Week is November 
17-21, 2014. This is an excellent time to 
connect with local schools and recognize 
the contribution of teachers and all school 
personnel in the education of our next 

in need.  Please use the General Fund Sug-
gested Donation Sheet on the department 
website to forward these donations.

• Cut coupons for overseas commissar-
ies. Visit www.grocerysavingtips.com/p/
military-family.html for a list of bases cur-
rently accepting coupons.

• Support the new Fisher House that is 
currently under construction on the Za-
blocki VA grounds in Milwaukee or the 
Fisher House in Minneapolis.   Please use 
the Poppy Fund Suggested Donation Sheet 
to forward these donations to department 
headquarters.  Visit www.fi sherhouse.org 
to see how you can support programs such 
as Hero Miles and Hotels for Heroes.

• Partner with the local USO Center in 
Milwaukee. The USO lounge at General 
Mitchell Airport is in need of snacks and 
treats for their members. Have your unit 

generation.  Cards, fl owers or a heart-felt 
“Thank You!” are all great ways to accom-
plish this.

In the Give 10 to Education program, 
Auxiliary members collect school supplies 
for local schools in increments of 10.  Start 
a collection box now to prepare for much 
needed replenishment of school supplies 
when the second semester begins. 

Another important aspect of the Educa-
tion program is the many unit, department, 
and national scholarships that are available. 

take the “Snickers for Soldiers” challenge.  
Fill a box with Snickers candy bars (or any 
other type of non-perishable treat) and de-
liver or ship the box to the USO lounge. 
Visit us.uso.org/wisconsin/ for more infor-
mation.

• Host an Emergency Preparedness clinic 
at your Post with your Legion Family.  For 
ideas on how to make an emergency plan 
go to http://ready.wi.gov.

Make sure that you and your unit report 
on all your activities. Keep me informed 
and log your information on your annual 
reports.  Contact me at any time for assis-
tance.

 In concert with President Teresa’s theme, 
Raise your Voice in Song for our Veterans, 
I encourage you to also raise your voice in 
support for our active military, their fami-
lies, and our nation.

National scholarship applications can be 
found in the Department Education Plan 
of Action and Department of Wisconsin 
Auxiliary scholarship applications will be 
available under the Scholarships link on the 
Department website.

The most important thing to remember 
when reviewing scholarship applications is 
they need to be complete and all requested 
items need to be included. Too many de-
serving applicants are disqualifi ed for in-
complete applications. Please work with 
the scholarship applicants in your area and 
review applications for completeness at the 
unit level prior to submitting them. 

Finally, take credit for the wonderful work 
that you do!  Mid-Year reports for Educa-
tion are due on December 15, 2014 by 
email or mail.  The narrative reports should 
include details on work for the Give 10 to 
Education program, Veterans in the Class-
room programs, unit support of veterans’ 
associations at institutions of higher learn-
ing, and any assistance provided to students 
in need. 

Please contact me with any questions or 
concerns related to the Education Program.
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Checks not cashed within 90 days will be voided without prior 
notifi cation. After 90 days, call our offi ce at (608) 745-0124. 

Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 4:30 pm.

AUGUST 2014
1 15.00 27488 Betty Opperman Winneconne
2 15.00 35038 Samantha Fortun La Crosse
3 25.00 45729 Joanne Olson Sparta
4 15.00 23965 Pamela Crapp McFarland
5 15.00 N/A Marion Skibba Stevens Point
6 15.00 31563 Donna Rousey Alma Center
7 15.00 01877 Patricia Croatt Belgium
8 15.00 27254 Judy Brown Hancock
9 15.00 11801 Margie Burgett West Bend
10 25.00 39154 Sherry Casperson Taylors Falls MN
11 15.00 N/A Donald Kasten Oconomowoc
12 15.00 08381 Susan Schultz Lake Delton
13 15.00 31453 Pat Schmidt Coon Valley
14 15.00 44569 Jane Knudtson Bangor
15 15.00 17415 Barbara Reiter Muscoda
16 15.00 17095 Joan Dirks Kewaskum
17 25.00 14136 Kathleen Wolfe Twin Lakes
18 15.00 25280 Ruth Brasch Spring Hill FL
19 15.00 07558 Sara Maes Greenfi eld
20 15.00 39877 Joyce Janssen Kimberly
21 15.00 40295 Diane Ryan Onalaska
22 15.00 41051 Tracy Halama Independence
23 15.00 46329 Delores Erickson Osseo
24 500.00 05811 Mae Trampush Loyal
25 15.00 34923 Torrie Maier Wausau
26 15.00 37969 Dorothy Hallock Ellsworth
27 15.00 10259 Brian McDonald West Bend
28 15.00 08781 Katherine Deitelhoff Cazenovia
29 15.00 40767 Doris Jahr Spring Valley
30 15.00 08686 Carol Abel Beaver Dam
31 25.00 34765 Mosinee Unit #107 Mosinee

Jackson American Legion Auxiliary Unit 486 honored veterans from Post 486 and Washington County 
at their Memorial Day services.  People throughout the community signed a large “thank you” poster 
which was presented to the veterans along with a poppy wreath.  After the services, Unit members 
served refreshments at the Community Center.

Teresa Isensee of Boyd Unit 326 in District 10 was installed as De-
partment President for 2014-2015.  Pictured below is Teresa with in-
stalling offi cer, Berne Baer and her husband, Steve Isensee.

2014-2015
Department President

TERESA ISENSEE

AUXILIARY MISSION IN ACTION:  
HONOR OUR VETERANS!

MISSION:  In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the Amercan Le-
gion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and to honor the sac-
rifi ce of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, 
military, and their families, both at home and abroad. For God and country, we advo-
cate for veterans, educate our ci  zens, mentor youth, and promote patrio  sm, good 
ci  zenship, peace and security.

Do Not Collect Items for The Christmas Gift Shop
The Christmas Gift Shop, lo-

cated at the Zablocki VAMC in 
Milwaukee, is scheduled to move 
into a new facility with limited 
storage space at the end of the 
holiday season.  UNITS AND 
INDIVIDUALS SHOULD 
NOT SEND ITEMS TO THE 
CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP 
BUT ARE ENCOURAGED 
TO CONTRIBUTE CASH OR 
GIFT CARDS.  Items leftover 
at the end of the holiday sea-
son will be disposed of per the 
Department’s standing rules.

Gift cards and fi nancial do-
nations should be sent to De-
partment Headquarters, checks 
payable to ALA-Wisconsin and 
designated to the Christmas Gift 
Shop.   

ALA Wisconsin
PO Box 140
Portage, WI 53901
 Cash and gift cards may be 

used as gifts or for the Christmas 
Gift Shop Supervisor to purchase 
needed items to send as gifts.  

Volunteers box, label and ship 
orders for each family to arrive 
in time for Christmas.  There is 
no cost to the veterans.  This is a 
gift to those who gave so much 
of themselves so that we may be 
free today.

These

Make Great

Gifts!

Contact Headquarters at 866-664-3863 for 
additional entry forms. Proceeds benefi t our 

veterans, the military and their families.

CALENDAR FUNDRAISER WINNERS

Entry forms for the 2015 ALA Calendar 
Fundraiser have been mailed out... 

Return your entry forms by 12/31/14 
for a chance to win!

Winner Every Day! 365 Winners!
$12,775 in cash prizes!

At least one $500 winner every month!
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Laura Mosby is the 2014-2015 
Central Division National Vice 
President.  Laura earned her 
membership to the 
American Legion 
Auxiliary through 
her former husband, 
Leonard R. Mosby, 
who served in the 
Navy during the 
Vietnam War.  She is 
also eligible through 
the service of her fa-
ther, Keith Larsen, 
who served in the 
Army during the 
Korean War.

Laura has served Unit #58 of 
Smithville, MO as President four 
times, the fi rst time as the Charter 
President in 2001. She has served 
on many other committees over 
the years.  She is currently serv-
ing as the Unit Vice President and 
Girls State Chairman. She has 
been a member of the American 
Legion Auxiliary for 14 years.   

At the 3rd District level, Laura 
has served as District President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Ser-

geant-at-Arms and Color Bearer. 
She has served as chairman for 
many programs. She is currently 

serving as the Presi-
dent.

On the State level, 
Laura has served as 
National Executive 
Committeewoman, 
President, 1st Vice 
President, 2nd Vice 
President, Historian 
and Chaplain.  She 
has served as the 
Membership co-
chairman; Chair-
man for VA&R, 

Americanism and Northwest Di-
vision Membership Chairman. 
She has served on the Missouri 
Girls State staff for 6 years.  

On a personal note, Laura is the 
Manager of Environmental Ser-
vices at Saint Luke’s East Hos-
pital in Lee’s Summit, MO.  She 
has three 4-legged Pomeranians, 
is an avid baker and Nebraska 
Husker football fan.  She loves to 
read and watches all of the true 
crime channels.

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN

2013-2014 NATIONAL AWARDS
VETERAN AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
Veterans Creative Arts Festival Gold Award Department of Wisconsin
for Department contribution between $5,000-$14,999 Joyce Endres, 2013-2014 Dept. President

AMERICANISM 
National Americanism Essay Contest  Navdeep Singh
Class I, Winner in Central Division  Sponsored by Menomonee Falls Unit 382, District 1
  (Citation, $50 award and Honorarium)
CHAPLAIN
Certifi cate of Appreciation for Your Service Charlayne Kiesling
     Department Chaplain
EDUCATION
 Certifi cate of Appreciation in Recognition of
    Outstanding Service to The American Sue Hembrook, Department Education Chairman
    Legion’s Education Program (Certifi cate)

LEADERSHIP
 Distinguished Unit Award for Highest Overall  Norris-Spencer Unit 263
    Percentage of Members Completing the Senior  New London, District 8
    Leadership Course in Central Division (Certifi cate)
 Junior Leadership Award for Junior Units who Cecil Tormey Unit 118
    Increased Completion of the Junior Leadership Thorp, District 7
    Course Over the Previous Year (Certifi cate)

 Most Outstanding Overall Department  Department of Wisconsin
    Leadership Program Award Diane Weggen, Chairman
  (Plaque)
MEMBERSHIP
 New Member Renewal Award for Department  Department of Wisconsin
 with Highest Percentage of New Senior Renewals Laura Calteux, Chairman
 in Central Division by June 1, 2014 ($350)
Milestone 1 (55%), Milestone 2 (70%), Milestone 3 (85%)  Department of Wisconsin
  Laura Calteux, Chairman
  (National Recognition)
 Pass It On Membership Mission Awards for:
 Demonstrating How Americanism Program Bever Unit 550
 Helped Grow Membership Bracket, District 10

 Demonstrating How Community Service Program Bever Unit 550
 Helped Grow Membership Bracket, District 10

 Demonstrating How Community Service Program Netzel-Zenz Unit 413
 Helped Grow Membership Crivitz, District 9

 Demonstrating How Poppy Program Bever Unit 550
 Helped Grow Membership Bracket, District 10

 Demonstrating How VA&R Program Bever Unit 550
 Helped Grow Membership Bracket, District 10 
PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY 
 Department Unit Member of the Year Lynn Keen
  Montgomery-Plant Unit 10
  in Wausau, District 8
  (National Recognition)
PUBLIC RELATIONS
 Unit Website Award for Kelly R. Williams-Schmaltz, Webmaster 
 Launching a New Website Elmer Peterson Unit 333 in Sun Prairie, District 3
  (Certifi cate)
VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
 2012-2013 Volunteer Service Award for Marilyn Reese
  Providing over 10,000 Hours of Volunteer Unit 537 in Milwaukee, District 4
  Service to Veterans (at Zablocki VAMC) (Certifi cate)

NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE
        Peter Wollner Unit 288, Cedarburg, WI Maggie Geiger, Unit President   (Award)

MUSCODA UNIT 85
HONORS MEMBERS

The Auxiliary members of Leslie J. Lee Unit 85 in Muscoda were pre-
sented certifi cates for their years of membership.  Chaplain Mary Por-
twine (back left) and Membership Chairman Germaine Hying (back 
right) presented a 50-year certifi cate to Theresa Morel (front left) and 
a 65-year certifi cate to Doris Sawyer (front right).  Thank you The-
resa and Doris for your many years of dedicated service through the 
American Legion Auxiliary to support our veterans, the military and 
their families!

NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT 
LAURA MOSBY

DEPARTMENT HISTORIANDEPARTMENT HISTORIAN
Char Kiesling
Department Historian
Home: (920) 725-0121
Email: charbabyrn@yahoo.com

Every unit, county, district, and 
department has a history to re-
cord, to share and to “pass on” 
to the future of our American 
Legion Auxiliary.  The defi nition 
of HISTORY is the chronologi-
cal record of signifi cant events.

“Everything we did yesterday 
is HISTORY, but only if we 

record it!”
History is only as accurate as 

the information available to the 
Historian.  Here are a few hints 
to get you started: 1) try to at-
tend and record as many meet-
ings and events as possible, 
2) take a notebook along to jot 
down happenings and details as 
they enfold, and 3) always write 
your HISTORY in the third 
person, using “he, she, it, and 
their.”  Don’t switch persons in 

the middle of your sentences.  
Remember, your HISTORY 
is only useful if written accu-
rately and in a timely fashion, 
making it as clear to the readers 
as possible.

“Today’s present is tomor-
row’s past and yesterday’s past 
is today’s present”.  That’s why 
our HISTORY is a gift!

Please send me your unit ac-
tivities for your Veterans and 
youth from the beginning of 

the year.  I need to include them 
in the Department History.  Let’s 
have a HISTORY submitted 
from each unit this year to reach 
100%.  Wouldn’t that be histori-
cal!

You, as an historian, have a 
very important and intense job.  
As historian you hold an offi ce 
that is one of the most important 
to your unit, county, and district.   
I will pass along more informa-
tion in future unit mailings.

“Don’t lose sight of the 
past if you want to build

 a better future.”


