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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I hope you
never lose
your sense of
wonder
You get your
ﬁll to eat but
always keep
TERESA ISENSEE that hunger
Department
May you never
President
take one single
breath for granted
God forbid love ever leave you
empty handed
I hope you still feel small when
you stand beside the ocean
Whenever one door closes I
hope one more opens
Promise me that you’ll give

faith a ﬁghting chance
And when you get the choice to
sit it out or dance
I hope you dance! I hope you
dance!”
~ as sung by Lee Ann Womack
Thank you American Legion
Family for choosing to dance
and sing. We never know what
God has in store for us but if we
sit and watch as others dance and
sing we miss out on so much.
Take time to sit by the ocean, listen to a friend who is struggling,
be there for our veterans, help a
deployed family, and keep Patriotism strong in our communities.

Don’t let anyone forget the sacrifices that have been made so that
we remain free – free to choose.
This has been an amazing year,
the Informational Workshops we
called Concert Tours were a wonderful success with an attendance
of over 200 Auxiliary members
and the Department Commander.
We talked about the ALA programs, membership, leadership,
and a culture of goodwill.
As I traveled the state this year
I attended meetings, events, district conferences, participated
in “Wreaths Across America’
at the King cemetery, visited
veterans in our VA facilities,

MEMBERSHIP
Joan Chwala, Dept. Chairman
Email: Ctr68552@centurytel.net
H: 715-668-5661
Is Your Honored Veteran Worth a
Commitment?
Our Veterans are certainly in our
minds when we turn the calendar
over to June. We see Flag Day and
think of George M. Cohan’s song,
“You’re a Grand Old Flag” and
everyone who has watched the Patriotic set of songs during the National Veteran’s Creative Arts Festival will just start marching and
humming along with those lyrics.
Next we will see that Father’s
Day is the following Sunday and
coincidentally for me, my father
and grandfather are two of the
very veterans that I honor with my
membership in the American Legion Auxiliary. There are so many
songs to remind us of our fathers.
In particular I think of Reba McEntire’s song from 1992 called, “The
Greatest Man I Never Knew.” Perhaps our honored veteran is just
that man. As women in the Auxil-

iary, we love the lyrics to “Daddy’s
Hands” performed by Holly Dunn
in1986 and remember our hero as
both gentle and strong.
With these memories in mind, we
turn to the 5 Year Centennial Plan
to reach one million members by
the year 2019. An article in the national membership newsletter asks
us each to make a commitment to
set five personal goals to help this
plan become a reality. What could
our plan say? Please consider
honoring your veterans with this
pledge. Here are some suggestions:
Goal 1: “I will personally sign up
___ members, either by rejoining
past members or recruiting new
ones. (Enter your personal goal for
how many you want to get. Be optimistic!)
Goal 2: “I will behave in a manner that promotes an internal culture of goodwill by accepting others as they are and not speaking
in a judgmental manner.” (Enjoy
every person you encounter as they
are all God’s children!)
Goal 3: “I will personally at-

tend trainings and workshops and
mentor others with the knowledge
gained.” (Or if I can’t attend, I will
allow others to mentor me.)
Goal 4: “I will support incentives and recognition events that
show gratitude to members who
volunteer to lead projects and hold
officer positions as well as those
events to recognize years of continuous membership.”
Goal 5: “I will sport the logo of
the American Legion Auxiliary or
Legion Family when volunteering
for Auxiliary events. This includes
jewelry, pins, bumper stickers, and
apparel appropriate for the occasion.”
This journey is projected to take
five years. Do not be daunted by
the size of the goal.
Please enjoy the journey and
when we arrive ahead of schedule,
we will all celebrate!
.Joan Chwala, Chairman
Bonnie Jakubczyk, UD&R
Mary Petrie, UD&R
Morgan Johnsen, Junior Member

BRIGGSVILLE UNIT 329 - WORKING THE ALA MISSION!

The American Legion Auxiliary
Unit #329 in Briggsville purchased
over 75 articles of baby clothing
and supplies to donate to the Zablocki Women’s Resource Center.
Over 70 babies are born annually
to women veterans who get their
care at Zablocki VA Medical Center in Milwaukee or one of the
community based outpatient clinics in Union Grove, Cleveland,
Appleton and Green Bay.
How does your unit work the
mission? Please send pictures and
a brief explanation to Department
Secretary Bonnie Dorniak at deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org for possible publication.

attended the National Creative
Arts Festival in Milwaukee, I
was an escort at the regional
and state oratorical contests,
attended the Washington DC
Conference, the USO Awards
Reception at the Milwaukee
County War Memorial, danced
at the Ho-Chunk Memorial Day
Pow-Wow in Black River Falls,
had tea with the 2nd District
Auxiliary members, celebrated
Lincoln’s 206th birthday at the
Springfield Pilgrimage and attended the George Washington
Luncheon. Most importantly I
listened to the concerns and the
success stories of our units.

I am filled with an appreciation
for what we do as an American
Legion Family, the hours we
spend volunteering, hosting fundraisers, and visiting and supporting our veterans, their families and our communities. We
must remember to shout it out to
the world Who We Are and What
We Do, so that we are not just a
well kept secret. Share your stories and pictures.
Thank you! “What a difference
you’ve made in my life – You’re
my sunshine day and night – Oh
what a difference you’ve made in
my life.
~ by Ronnie Milsap

Raise your Voice in
Song for Our Veterans
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CHAPLAIN’S
CORNER

Joanie Dickerson
Dept. Chaplain/Music Chairman
Ph: 608-996-2152
Email: jomarie@tds.net

Last month, I once again had the honor of
placing ﬂags on veterans’ graves at our local cemetery for Memorial Day. As I found
each marker, I paused to read the name on
the stone or military marker. Having grown
up in this community, many of the names
are familiar to me. Memories ﬂood my
mind as I remember these veterans as they
were in their later years. Of course there are
many buried here that were deceased before I was born or before I was old enough
to know them. Without fail, I find myself
wondering about their time in service. What
was their time in service like? Did they face
enemy fire? Did they serve in a support assignment? What stories did they keep secret
in their hearts, afraid no one would understand? How did they deal with the hidden
scars of war? Each one of them had a story
to tell. Of what, we can only imagine.
Now that the weather is better, we see more
American ﬂags ﬂying in front of homes and
businesses. As we enjoy the beauty of the
Father’s creation sprinkled with red, white
and blue, let us remember those who fought
to ensure we have the freedom to proudly ﬂy
her high where all can see!
Prayer
Merciful God,
Look down from above; wrap us, we pray,
in Thy tender love. Only in Thee can comfort be found. Heavenly Father…keep
watch over us; in Thee alone may we place
our trust. Though turmoil abounds in our
world near and far, these shadows will ﬂee,
for we’ve been assured our hope is in Thee.
Music
All those ﬂags ﬂying high above makes my
heart swell with pride and I long to hear music about Old Glory. One of my favorites is
You’re a Grand Old Flag. How often do we
sing the chorus without singing the verses?
Here’s one for you to try!
“You’re a Grand Old Flag”
by George M Cohan
Verse 1
There’s a feeling comes a-stealing,
And it sets my brain a-reeling,
When I’m list’ning to the music of a military
band.
Any tune like “Yankee Doodle”
Simply sets me off my noodle,
It’s that patriotic something that no one can
understand.
“Way down South, in the land of cotton,”
Melody untiring,
Ain’t that inspiring?
Hurrah! Hurrah! We’ll join the jubilee!
And that’s going some, for the Yankees, by
gum!
Red, White and Blue, I am for you!
Honest, you’re a grand old ﬂag!
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GREETINGS FROM HEADQUARTERS
Bonnie Dorniak
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Ph: (608) 745-0124
Email: deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
The 2015 ALA membership year runs
from January 1 to December 31, 2015. If a
member’s dues were paid to the unit but the
unit did NOT forward them to Department,
that member is considered delinquent and is
not eligible for member benefits.
The national organization has provided
a special opportunity for members who
have not paid their 2015 dues to pay with
a debit or credit card until June 30, 2015.
Visit the national website (www.ALAforVeterans.org), go to the “Members Only”
tab and create a log-in ID if you don’t already have one. The pay dues option will
be at the top of the screen. If you need
assistance with creating a log-in ID, please
contact the national organization’s helpline
at alahq@alaforveterans.org or (317) 5693400.This opportunity ends June 30th, so
please respond today if you have not paid
your 2015 dues!
Applications for new 2015 members
should be submitted with a Unit Member-

ship Transmittal Form so they can immediately receive the full benefits of membership. Applications should NOT be held
until the 2016 membership year.
One of the benefits of membership includes the Auxiliary Emergency Fund
(AEF). Persons who have been members
of the ALA for three consecutive years
(including the current membership year)
may apply for assistance through the AEF.
Awards may be granted up to $2,400 to
assist with emergency shelter, food or
utilities. AEF funds may not be used for
medical expenses or debt such as that on
credit cards. Units that hold new member
applications until the 2016 membership
year are delaying a member’s eligibility to
receive AEF benefits for one year.
2016 membership cards will not be distributed to units until after Department
Convention. Units are asked to collect
and forward dues to Department as soon
as the cards are received. 2016 new member applications cannot be processed until
September 1st.
The 95th Annual ALA Convention is
scheduled for July 16-19, 2015 at the

Radisson Paper Valley Hotel in Appleton.
Convention information was sent to all
unit presidents in the May unit mailing.
Pre-registration fee is $25; registration
after July 13 is $30. The number of delegates each unit is allowed is based on total
paid membership 30-days prior to Department Convention. Delegate forms will be
sent to each unit and must be returned to
headquarters so voting credentials can be
recorded and voting cards printed prior to
convention. Please visit the department
website for a full schedule of activities and
convention information.
National Convention is scheduled for August 28-September 3, 2015 in Baltimore,
MD. Details are not available at this time.
Information packets will be mailed to all
automatic delegates (department officers
and district presidents) as soon as possible. Anyone else interested in attending
national convention as a guest or Auxiliary
Alternate (pending election at Department
Convention) should email the Department
Secretary at deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
and request an information packet when it
is available.

AMERICANISM
Shirley Krier, Chairman
Ph: 262-377-5026
Email: krier43@hotmail.com
FLAG DAY - On June 14th we will be
celebrating Flag Day. Here is a short history on Flag Day.
In 1885, Bernard J. Cigrand, a grade
school teacher in Waubeka, WI held the
first recognized formal observation of
Flag Day at Stony Hill School. Cigrand
spoke around the country promoting patriotism, respect for the ﬂag and the need
for the annual observation of a ﬂag day
on June 14, the day in 1777 that the Second Continental Congress adopted the

Stars and Stripes. He moved to Chicago
to attend dental school and in June 1886,
first publicly proposed an annual observance of the birth of the United States
in an article entitled “The Fourteenth of
June” published in the Chicago Argus
newspaper.
In June 1888, Cigrand advocated establishing the holiday in a speech before
the “Sons of America,” a Chicago group.
The organization founded a magazine,
American Standard, in order to promote
reverence for American emblems. Cigrand was appointed editor-in-chief and
wrote articles in the magazine as well as

other magazines and newspapers to promote the holiday. Cigrand became president of the American Flag Day Association and later of the National Flag Day
Society, which allowed him to promote
his cause with organizational backing. In
1946 President Woodrow Wilson issued
a proclamation that officially established
June 14 as Flag Day. On August 3, 1949,
President Truman signed an Act of Congress designating June 14th of each year
as National Flag Day.
REMEMBER TO FLY YOUR FLAG!

WALA STATE BOWLING ASSOCIATION
Jenni Syftestad, Tournament Manager
H: 608-845-7857
Email: syftes@chorus.net
The WALASBA 9-pin tournament was
hosted by Appleton Unit 38 and a job well
done by them.
The highlight of the tournament was
two 300-games were bowled by Marion
Kolsch from Brookfield Unit 449 and Samantha Wingers from Milwaukee Unit 1.
Congratulations ladies!We had 26 teams,
80 doubles, 78 singles and 73 ladies entered all events.
TOURNAMENT RESULTS
Team:
1st Place - (2472) - Shiocton Unit 512
2nd Place – (2465) - Brookfield Unit 449

3rd Place – (2405) - Mazomanie Unit 437
Doubles:
B. Worgull / C. Ehrlichmann (1384) –
Brookfield Unit 449
T. Keller / D. Stuvengen (1372) –
Orfordville Unit 209
S. Clement / T. Moegenburg (1366) –
Grafton Unit 355
Singles:
Tanya Keller (883) – Orfordville Unit 209
Shannon Churchill (789) – Verona Unit 385
Bonnie Worgull (781) – Brookfield Unit 449
All Events:
Tanya Keller (2254) – Orfordville Unit 209
Bonnie Worgull (2206) – Brookfield Unit

449
Carol Gehrke (2075) – Fremont Unit 391
Bonnie’s Secretary’s Team beat President Teresa’s team – 2086 to 1897. A great
time was had by all.
Next year’s tournament will be in Seymour – April 2 & 3 and April 9 & 10. If
necessary, a third weekend will be added
if we need to get everyone scheduled since
Wally’s Seymour Bowl only has 12 lanes.
Please consider having a bowling tournament in your area. We would like to have
tournaments booked three years in advance. Please submit your bid to Department Headquarters and mark it to the attention of Bowling Tournament Manager
Jenni Syftestad.

Thank you VERY much to everyone that
sent prayers and reﬂections for President
Terry’s prayer book. Until next month, keep
Raising your voice in song for our veterans!
If not you, who? If not now, when?
Secretary’s Team (left to right): Arlene “Arty” Rasmussen, Anna
Graham, Jenni Syftestad, Shannon Churchill.

President’s Team (left to right): Lisa Blom, Laurel DuBois, Teresa
Isensee, Laura Calteux

JUNE 11, 2015

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY “WISCONSIN”

Department Convention Honored Guest

Patricia “Pat” Smith
Past Department President

	
  
Past Department President Patricia “Pat” Smith (2000-2001) will
be the honored guest at the Past
Presidents Parley Luncheon, Saturday, July 18, 2015 at the Radisson
Paper Valley Hotel in Appleton.
Pat’s theme was “Light the Path
of Hope” and those lanterns led her
Energizer Bunnies (District Presidents) to “keep on going, and going, and going.” The Department
Legion Commander who served
with her was Bob Thomas. The
Sons of the American Legion Detachment Commander was Pat
Gryskiewicz.
Pat Smith joined the American
Legion Auxiliary in 1980 through
the service of her then husband,
Patrick, a Vietnam veteran. She
is also eligible through her father,
George Pankonien, a WWII veteran, and her brother Dean, a Vietnam veteran. She has held most
offices at the unit, county, and
district levels. As she worked her
way up the chairs, she headed all
major department programs be-

fore becoming Department President. She currently serves on the
Department Finance Committee,
the Leadership Committee, the
Strategic Planning Committee and
the Fundraising Committee for our
National Candidates, Diane Duscheck for President and Denise
Rohan for Commander.
As a member of Holmen Unit
284 of 7th District, Pat feels she
belongs to a large part of Wisconsin. Born in Rice Lake, she also
lived in Almena, Turtle Lake and
Eau Claire (10th District), Oconomowoc (1st District), Eagle River

(11th District) and Amery (12th
District).
In addition to her father and
brother who belong to The American Legion, brother Gene is a
member of the SAL and 14 family
members belong to the American
Legion Auxiliary, including her
91-year young mother.
To quote Pat, “I truly have an
American Legion family. I am
very thankful for their compassion,
warmth and support over the years.
Why doesn’t everyone want to belong to such a hardworking, fun
group?”

PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY LUNCHEON
Saturday, July 18, 2015 at 12:30 PM

Submitted By:

Radisson Paper Valley Hotel
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)

Name on Ticket
Chef Salad

Turkey Pesto Focaccia
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Turkey Pesto Focaccia
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Chef Salad
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APRIL 2015

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
500.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

61975
31936
30996
41059
61775
52625
37377
61354
35040
60613
33756
36758
33664
66404
51127
26769
69678
42920
29006
26872
63803
62914
65512
62167
35121
47253
26364
61739
26972
61613

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
500.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00
500.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
25.00

51206
65999
68756
62455
49735
35390
57987
54000
46719
43430
43775
39711
65553
68292
51595
41823
35763
59089
27163
32259
36722
32273
34465
31838
48327
38057
36578
63961
N/A
36989
58915
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Turkey Pesto Focaccia

Total Tickets Ordered _________ @ $18.00 = $___________
Menu Choices (select one)
• Chef Salad: Iceberg lettuce
with julienne ham, turkey,
Swiss and cheddar cheeses,
tomato wedges, sliced cucumbers, hard-boiled egg, and
alfalfa sprouts; served with
buttermilk ranch or French
dressing, freshly baked roll
and butter.
• Turkey Pesto Focaccia:
Sliced breast of turkey on
focaccia bread with pesto
mayonnaise, lettuce, tomato,
and radish sprouts; accompanied by potato chips.

Cost: $18.00 per person

(includes choice of coffee, tea
or milk; tax and gratuity)
Make Check payable to:
ALA Unit 38
Mail to: Debra Ragen
1324 W. Spring Street
Appleton, WI 53914

Ilyf Reynolds
Boscobel
Arlene Capra
Cumberland
Linda Steinhoff
Sparta
Barbara McDaniel
Hawthorne
Mary Jo Hughes
Wauwatosa
Theresa Hoffmann
Loveland CO
Brenda Anderson
Chetek
Toni Moegenburg
Grafton
Dolores Knospe
Alma
Carrie Aldrich
Mukwonago
Ruth Baker
Hawkins
Sue Simonet
River Falls
Collen Jones
Eau Claire
Ihleea & Wylan Brovold
Darien
Mary Cejka
Manteca CA
Hannah Cerney
Lillington NC
Rita Pfaff
La Crosse
Jacquelyn Brey
Plain
Janice Zywicki
Custer
Henry Wiedeman
Tomahawk
Lillian Hudson Monroe
Milton
Trudi Groth
Milwaukee
Derrick Bunkelman
DePere
Dolores Raczynski
Jacksonville FL
Annette Ihle
Coon Valley
Darlene Meyers
Howards Grove
Carolyn Viergutz
Wausau
Karen Uselding
Saukville
Terry Higgins
Tomahawk
Lisa Mueller
Saukville

MAY 2015

Twin Lakes #544
Joanne Krueger
Cathy Harrison
Myra Shields
Elaine Brunner
Phyllis Barenthin
Mitzi Manthey
Betty Gumm
Jacquelyn Chapin
Arlene Krall
Jo Poull
Dave Mohr
Shirley Wood
Joyce Schaller
Deborah Arndt
Norma Ausloos
Darlene Boeldt
Margaret Beaster
Frank Raschka
Marjean Bottke
Jay Killian
Judith Clemmer
Bernadette Rynes
Ethel Daniels
Karen Swearingen
Delores Erickson
Beatrice Zeise
Bev Rufer
Henry Nowobielski
Betty Swenson
Janice Parker

Twin Lakes
Sheboygan Falls
Green Bay
Milwaukee
Fredonia
La Crosse
Pardeeville
West Bend
Ixonia
Sun Prairie
Port Washington
Thorp
St Francis
Bangor
Oconto
St Cloud
Townsend
North Fond du Lac
Stevens Point
Grantsburg
River Falls
Grantsburg
Ontario
Siren
Hartland
Osseo
Harshaw
Monroe
Thorp
River Falls
Appleton

Continuous Membership Honored

RESERVATION DEADLINE
JUNE 29, 2015
Please Note: Individuals with food allergies,
etc. should contact the Department Secretary
at 608-745-0124 to see if their special needs
can be accommodated.

EDITOR’S CORRECTION: It
was brought to our attention that
last month’s article contained
several errors regarding Pat
Smith’s bio. The article has been
updated and republished with the
corrected information. We sincerely apologize for the mistakes.

At the April meeting of the Plymouth Ladewig-Zinkgraf American Legion
Auxiliary Unit 243, the following members were recognized for having 40+
continuous membership years. Those in attendance, left to right: Laura
Diver (63 years), Elenor Langjar (67 years), Bonnie Bermke (60 years), Violet Feldman (43 years), Janet Mooney (52 years) and Vivian Miller (52 years).
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Candidate for Department President LAURA CALTEUX
The mission and programs of the
American Legion Auxiliary are an
important part of Laura’s life and as
a member of Greendale Unit 416,
she has worked many programs and
held the offices of President, 1st and
2nd Vice President, Treasurer and is
presently the Poppy Treasurer. On
the district and county levels, she has
been President and Chaplain. On the
department level, Laura is currently
the Department Senior Vice President and the Community Service Chairman. She
has served as the Membership Chairman, Poppy
Chairman, Americanism Chairman, Department
Chaplain, Music Chairman and Department
Historian. As the Americanism Chairman, she
earned the Clara B. Smith award. As a volunteer
at ALA Badger Girls State for the last 5 years, she
has been the Assembly counselor. Laura was the
Mailroom Chairman for the National Convention
and the Chairman for Decorations and Publicity

for the 8 & 40 National Convention,
both held in Milwaukee.
Laura’s eligibility for the American Legion Auxiliary is through
the naval service of her father
Pete and her brother Dennis, and
the Air Force service of her son
Jacob. She has been a member of
the American Legion Auxiliary for
over 30 years. Laura is married to
Michael and between them they
have three children, Sarah, Holly
and Jacob. Sarah is married to Will and Jacob is
married to Lori and they have two daughters, Renee and Virginia. Daughter Holly has her newest
granddaughter, Madeline Rae. All are members
of the American Legion Family!
Laura has been employed at Graybar Electric
for the past 17 years as a Project Specialist and
continues to run their United Way campaign.
Laura is supported by her family and proudly endorsed by Greendale Unit 416 and the 4th District.

Candidate for Department Senior Vice President LAUREL DuBOIS
Laurel DuBois has been a member of Ellis Hagler Unit 278 of
Balsam Lake Wisconsin for 16
years, joining under the service
of her husband Steve who served
23 years in the United States Air
Force. Laurel has been endorsed
by 12th District for the office of
Senior Vice President.
Laurel has held offices at the
unit, county, district and department levels. She is currently serving as 1st Vice President and Department Poppy
Chairman. Laurel served as President on the unit,
county and district levels. In 2009-2010 she
served as Membership Chairman and she served
as the Children and Youth Chairman 2010 and
2011. Laurel also served on the Executive Board
for Badger Girls State and is currently the Head

Nurse. Laurel has been honored to
be involved with the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. Laurel is
currently working with local Units
to help improve membership and
dedication for this great organization and is proud to be able to provide assistance.
Laurel was a Registered Nurse
for 25 years. She is an instructor for
the American Red Cross and Teaches CPR and first aid. She helps organize local blood drives.
Laurel and Steve have been married for 44
years. They have two sons, two grandsons and
are very proud of their family. If elected for Senior Vice President, Laurel promises to continue
to give her dedication, devotion and loyalty to
this great organization.
.

Candidate for Department 1st Vice President BONNIE JAKUBCZYK
Bonnie Jakubczyk has been
a member of the OelschlaegerDallmann Unit 434 for 35 years.
Her eligibility for the Auxiliary is
through the Army service of her
father Raymond, the Air Force
service of her husband Dan, and
her son Dennis who is currently
in the Air Force Reserves. Their
family consists of two married
children, two grand-dogs, and one
granddaughter.
Bonnie has held many offices at the unit,
county, district and department levels, and is currently serving as Department Second Vice President, on the Membership team, and the ALA

Hospital Representative for Zablocki VAMC. On the department
level she has served as Chaplain,
Historian, Leadership Committee,
Standard Officer Curriculum Training subcommittee, Constitution and
Bylaws Committee, Resolutions
Committee, and ALA Badger Girls
State. She attended the National
Learning and Listening Conference
along with numerous State and National Conventions.
Bonnie is proudly endorsed by her family,
Oak Creek Unit 434, and the 4th District. She
strongly believes in our mission statement of
service not self.

Candidate for Department 2nd Vice President CHAR KIESLING
I, Char Kiesling, am announcing
my desire to be your Department of
Wisconsin 2nd Vice-President for
2015-2016. I have enjoyed my year
as your Historian and recording the
history of this amazing organization,
the American Legion Auxiliary. I
have learned so much about our Department and the tremendous accomplishments and devotion to our veterans, military and families. Leading by
example is our President and so many
members throughout Wisconsin!
I have been endorsed by my Unit #33, Neenah, my
Winnebago County Council, and my 6th District. I
have been an active member in the Auxiliary Family
for 28 years, joining under my husband Kent’s service as a Captain in the Air Force and Reserves. I
have held all offices and chairmanships in my Unit,
now holding the office of President, as I have for
many years, and serve my County Council as 1st
Vice and I am a past 6th District President. I am now
serving as Children and Youth and Junior Activities
Advisor for the 6th District. I have attended Badger
Girls State as a nurse counselor for several years and

plan to attend many more. I am a
member of the Past President’s Parley
of Winneconne and served as PDP Vi
Feldmann’s Sergeant-at-Arms, giving
me my first exposure to the Department level.
I have been blessed to be married
for 48 years. Kent has been a member of Post #33 as past Commander
and serving as Chaplain for over 24
years and 40 years in the 40 & 8. We
have two daughters and a son, nine
grandkids, and four great-grandkids. I
honor two special veterans: my daughter-in-law is a
disabled Army veteran of Iraq and Afghanistan and a
son-in-law is a veteran injured in Germany as an MP.
My immediate and extended family is truly an
American Legion Family and very supportive! I led a
very fulfilling profession as an RN for 43 years, mostly in home care. We attend Mount Olive Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Appleton regularly.
Being a part of this organization has been a gift and
hopefully I will be able to continue to give back by being your next Department 2nd Vice-President. Thank
you for your support and friendship.
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Candidate for Department Historian JOANIE DICKERSON
A 56-year Paid-Up-For-Life
member of the American Legion
Auxiliary, Joanie Dickerson is eligible for membership as the result
of her own service, that of her late
husband, her grandfather, father,
and brothers. She is an active member of Liscum Brothers Unit and
Post 482 of Bagley, serving as Unit
Treasurer and Post Commander.
Joanie has held numerous chairmanships for the district and department. She is currently a member of the ALA Badger Girls State committee, serves as the assistant
executive director, and was recognized in 2014
for 20 years of service to the program.
An active member of St. Mary Parish, she is
also employed as a teacher at their school and
serves on an assessment review committee for

the Diocese of Madison. Joanie
continues to serve on a local level
as a member of the US Coast Guard
Auxiliary where she coordinates
public education activities for members of the boating public. A longtime supporter of Girl Scouts and
Boy Scouts, she is a Brotherhood
member of the Order of the Arrow,
the Boy Scout Honor Society and is
a committee member for Troop 88.
Joanie’s two sons, daughter,
son-in-law, and four grandsons are all members
of the Legion Family. She has been endorsed
by her unit, county and district. Joanie has been
blessed to serve as your Department Chaplain
this year and prays for your support as she offers herself as a candidate for Department Historian for 2015-2016.

Candidate for Department Chaplain Suzanne Hembrook
Suzanne “Sue” Hembrook, your
candidate for Department Chaplain,
is a strong believer in the principles
and mission of the American Legion Auxiliary, and embodies the
true spirit of “Service Not Self”
in working together as the Legion
Family. She has been proudly endorsed for the office of Department
Chaplain by her unit, the Milwaukee County Conference of Units,
and the Fourth District.
Sue’s journey in the Auxiliary began 12 years
ago at the unit level where, in addition to chairing
many committees, she served as President for 4
years. She is President of the Milwaukee County
Conference of Units. Sue is a Past President of
the 4th District, and served as Secretary, Historian
and Membership Chairman. On the department
level she has served as Department Convention
Vice Chairman, Fall Forum Chairman, Education
Chairman, and currently as our Hospital Representative for the Dayton House Residential Facil-

ity in Kenosha, Poppy Shop Supervisor and a Strategy Captain on the
Strategic Planning Committee. She
served the national organization as
Chairman of Pages for the 2010 National Convention.
Sue is eligible for membership
through the service of her late father,
Norton Kaiser, a WWII Army veteran and her husband, Eugene an Air
Force veteran. She has four children
and nine grandchildren, all members of the Legion
Family. One of her sons is currently a member of
the Air Force Reserve and her son-in-law is active
duty Navy serving in San Diego.
Sue and her husband of 42 years are members of St. Martin of Tours Catholic Church in
Franklin, where she has been involved in many
committees and leadership positions. Her deep
and abiding faith has brought her through many
challenges in life and will guide her as the spiritual leader of the Department of Wisconsin for
2015-16.

Candidate for Department Chaplain Diane Weggen
Cecil Tormey ALA Unit 118, Clark County
ALA Council, and District 7 have endorsed
Diane Weggen for the office of Department
Chaplain. Diane is a 30-year
Paid-Up-For-Life member who is
eligible for membership through
the service of her husband Don,
three brothers, and son James.
In addition to being unit, county, and district president, Diane
has held a number of other American Legion Auxiliary offices and
chairmanships and served as Assistant Mailroom Chairman for
the 2010 National Convention
held in Milwaukee. Currently, she is Department Leadership Chairman and a member of
Wisconsin’s Strategic Planning Team.
Diane has gained much experience and
knowledge about the Auxiliary by attending
and participating in fall forums, department
conventions, two national conventions, and

three national trainings. She has successfully
completed the Auxiliary Basics Course and The
American Legion’s four-hour leadership training (ALEI).
After 40 years of teaching and
coaching, Diane says it’s time to
enjoy family, friends, and volunteering. Don and Diane have been
married 50 years and have two children and five grandchildren. She
is an active member of All Saints
Parish, of the Junior Achievement
Committee for Thorp, and of Our
Lady of Victory Hospital Auxiliary. As a member on the Chippewa
Veterans Recreation Committee, she serves as
chair of the Steering Committee and is an officer for Otter Lake Booster Club, Inc.
A firm believer in “Service, not Self,” Diane
is passionate about the American Legion Family and with God’s guidance will work diligently
to be a worthy chaplain for the organization

MISSION: In the spirit of Service, Not Self, the mission of the Amercan Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans,
military, and their families, both at home and abroad. For God and country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth, and promote patriotism,
good citizenship, peace and security.

