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Honor Our Country, Support Our Veterans

Prayer:
O Trinity of love and power, our people shield in in dangers hour;
from rock and tempest, fire and foe, protect them whereose’er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee glad praise form air and land and sea. 
Christian Worship 2021 

Happy birthday to the Marine Corp November 10. And Happy Veterans Day to all of our 
veterans. I hope all of the District 8 units are celebrating our veterans in a special way. We 
must take this opportunity to remember and thank our military and veterans for providing 
freedoms that so often we take for granted. Submit pictures with a brief description of your 
celebration by November 24 and I will enclose a few in the December edition. 

Are you are taking part in the Public Relations chats? During the October chat we discussed 
the importance of branding. Branding sets you apart, builds trust, awareness, and value. It 
builds your reputation, recognition and visibility. So wear your brand especially when working 
the American Legion Auxiliary programs. 
There was a lengthy discussion on membership. Currently, Wisconsin is 2nd nationally and 1st 
in the Division with 60.57%. Our retention rate is 59% which is great. But why are 40% not 
staying? We should engage all members as much as we can. An involved member is more 
likely to stay and encourage others to join. Personal visits are always the best way but 
newsletters and calls to members that can’t make meetings and events are always welcome. 
One suggestion was to provide new members with a free T-shirt to wear at events (and 
maybe adding “ask me how to get this shirt for free” on the shirt). 
The last portion addressed Zoom etiquette. If on a Zoom meeting, remember this is a 
business meeting. Please respect those parameters. 
Next chat in January includes Event Marketing and PR campaigns. Please join in. 

As long as I mentioned membership, we only have one unit with 100%. We have four units 
under 40%. November 15 is the next Navigation Compass drawing, 95% to get in the 
drawing. And the end of the year is sneaking up when all memberships are due. Remember, 
Membership is everyone’s job. 

Today I attended the Waupaca County Veterans Coalition meeting. The guest speaker, Diane 
McDonald spoke about the Old Glory Honor Flight out of Appleton. Most of this pertains to the 
Never Forgotten Honor Flight out of Central Wisconsin airport as well. Diane said they are at 
the lowest number of applications in decades. Please encourage all you know to participate in 
this opportunity, especially Korea and Vietnam veterans who did not receive a proper 
welcome home. There are plenty of guardians at this time. There are two actions you can take 
for these flights. The first is write letters to those on the flight for Mail Call. The second is 
make an effort to attend the returning flight at the airport. It may be late but it means so much 



to those on the flight. They can always use military members for the Silent Salute, those who 
line the walkway with flags as the returning veterans pass through. 

I’m encouraging all members to attend MidWinter this year, at least on Saturday. The ALA is 
going electronic with reporting. On Saturday there will be a training session on the new 
system. There are also many other learning opportunities at MidWinter so I hope to see you in 
Green Bay January 15-18. 

Exec Committee Profile: District Parliamentarian Diane Kranig is a lifelong member of Berens 
Scribner Unit 6 in Sevens Point. She is eligible for membership through her father, Jerome
Kranig, who served in the Army during the Korean War. Diane has served her Unit, District 8, 
and the Department in virtually every capacity, including that of Department President in 2006 
– 2007. She also served on staff at American Legion Auxiliary Badger Girls State for 25 years.
She retired from her role as a software tester at Sentry Insurance in 2018 and since then has 
been involved with Community Theater and her favorite Quilt Guild.
Diane resides in Stevens Point with her husband, Ken Sankey. Their 2 daughters,
Genevieve and Giselle are also lifelong members of the Auxiliary.

Barbara Kranig is Diane’s mother and past Department President. She passed away at the 
end of September.  Our condolences to Diane and family. 

Share this newsletter with members of your unit. 

I haven’t received anything for the What’s Up section. Send your upcoming events by 
November 24 to share with the District. 

  
Heavenly Father, you open your hand and 
satisfy the needs of every living thing. On this    
Thanksgiving Day, accept my thanks for those who 
protect me, the daily bread that sustains me, the 
family and friends who surround me, and your 
grace that saves me. Help me live each day in 
thankfulness to you. Amen


