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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
As I prepare for the
last few weeks
of my year as
your
Department President,
I can’t help
thinking back
Diana Sirovina and reflecting
Department
on all that has
President
happened and
where the time has gone.
It seems like only yesterday
that I was riding down Highway
3 in Washington State with my
daughter April on a shopping
trip to Tacoma and talking about
what I could use for a theme for
my year as your Department
President. As we rode and chatted about various ideas, she made
a comment about how great it
would be if our members could
just get along. It was there in

Gig Harbor at about 60 miles an
hour that “Working Together…
for Veterans and Our Organization” was born. I felt then, as
I do now, that members need to
remember why we belong to this
organization, our veterans, and
that first and foremost we are all
unit members. As time went on,
I knew that I had made the right
choice in selecting this theme.
Auxiliary members have truly
embraced the idea of Working Together and have accomplished so much as they partnered with their Posts, SALs
and Riders to host endless fundraisers and events that had an
amazing impact on the lives of
so many veterans. In traveling
to communities large and small
this year I have seen how you,
our dedicated members, have
made Working Together more
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than just words.
As I read your Impact and
Narrative Reports, I was in awe
of the things that our members
have done to fulfill the mission
of our organization, the caring
and concern you have for our
veterans, active duty military
and their families. I am extremely grateful for the generous amount of money that was
donated to our Special Project,
the Homeless Women Veterans
Grant Fund. Your donations
have assisted many of these
women to become strong and independent again and have helped
to change their lives. I am very
proud of this project and all that
our members have done to make
it so successful.
Serving as your Department
President this year has been an
honor and privilege beyond description. I have gone places
and done things that have given
me memories I will cherish for
a long time. I want to thank all
of you who were so gracious in
welcoming me into your midst
as I traveled this year. Your support over the past years and your
kindness and hospitality were
deeply appreciated.
As I leave this office, I ask you
all to continue to be a voice for
our veterans and in the true spirit
of service not self, continue to
“Work Together…for Veterans and Our Organization.”
Diana Sirovina
Department President

GREETINGS FROM
HEADQUARTERS
Bonnie Dorniak
Executive Secretary/Treasurer
Ph: (608) 745-0124
Email:
deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
www.amlegionauxwi.org
As we wind down the 20122013 American Legion Auxiliary
year, I would like to commend
everyone for the great work done
to support the Auxiliary’s mission of service, not self. Unfortunately, only half of the units
detailed their activities through
the year-end reporting process,
so we can’t accurately report our
impact to Congress.
Here is some of the information reported:
• In service for our veterans:
156,000+ hours were volunteered, $220,000+ spent,
almost $73,000 was received
in-kind donations, and
approximately 32,000 veterans
were assisted. Over $256,000
was collected in poppy
distributions.
• In service to our active duty
military: 20,000+ hours were
volunteered, $72,000+ spent,
and more than 26,000 US
military members were served.
• Supported children
with more than $20,000 and
782 volunteer hours.
Imagine the results if the 200
units that didn’t submit a yearend report were included in these
numbers!!! For units that think
they are too small, or members
who think they are too old to

make a difference, please see the
Letter to the Editor on page A4
for a little inspiration.
Service pins were mailed to
individuals the week of June
24th per the reports received
from the Home and Field service
chairmen. If you should have received a pin and didn’t, please
contact Field Service Chairman
Kelli Mades at (608) 385-6693
or Home Service Chairman Judy
Kuta at (262) 377-8613.
2014 membership cards will
be mailed to Unit Membership
Chairmen after Department Convention. When the packet is received, the chairman must sign
and return the receipt enclosed in
the packet so department can verify every unit received their materials. Membership Processing
Guidelines will not be included,
but are available upon request.
Please contact Andrea Stoltz at
Headquarters, (608) 745-0124
and she will send you the guidlines free of charge.
The national organization will
mail the first renewal notices the
week of September 16th. Please
don’t wait until then to pay your
dues.
DATES TO REMEMBER:
July 19-21: Department Convention in Waukesha
August 23-29: National Convention in Houston, TX
September 20-21: Fall Informational Forum in Oconomowoc
TODAY: “Today’s opportunities
erase yesterday’s failures.”
- Gene Brown

Women Veterans Week at Camp american legion
Seymour Unit 106 delivered 85 gift bags to the
Women Veterans at Camp American Legion in
June, along with ice chests from the Little Chute
Unit and donations of paper products.
More than 200 homemade fleece and crochet/
knit hats were available.
The unit enjoyed the visit to Camp and the opportunity to personally thank these amazing women for their commitment and service.

11th - 91.29%
11th District

5th District

JULY 2013

Total Membership: 94.86%

ABOVE: Unit President Becky Mueller (left) is pictured with veteran Betsy who proudly modeled one
of the hats. Betsy said the hat felt like a hug!
LEFT (left to right): Sue
Keyzers, Sandy Sergersin, Becky Mueller, and
9th District President Linda Coppock with a sample of the hats the veterans could choose from.
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CHAPLAIN’S
CORNER

Bonnie Jakubczyk
Department Chaplain
Music Chairman
Ph: (414) 764-6752
Email: bon6862@yahoo.com

It has been a blessing to write
these articles for the Chaplains
corner. As I write this, I am looking forward to promoting for God
and Country at ALA Badger Girls
State.
I would like to remind our Chaplains that prayers must be non-sectarian. You represent all religions.
You should NOT use Jesus or “Son
of God” because these exclude
anyone who is not a Christian;
however, the term God should not
offend anyone.

PRAYER
God, we give you thanks for our
service men and women who are
protecting our freedom. May you
keep them safe and give support
to their family members. As many
members begin traveling this summer, please keep them safe. We
ask for your guidance to keep us
on track as we continue to work
together for God and Country. In
your name we pray,
Amen

MUSIC
GOD BLESS AMERICA
“While the storm clouds gather far
across the sea,
Let us swear allegiance to a land
that’s free,
Let us all be grateful for a land so
fair,
As we raise our voices in a solemn
prayer.”
God Bless America,
Land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her
Thru the night with a light from
above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam
God bless America, My home sweet
home.

WORKING TOGETHER
FOR GOD AND COUNTRY

See You At
The 2013
Department
Convention
July 18th-21st
Milwaukee Marriott West
W231N1600 Corporate Court
Waukesha, WI
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DISTRICT YEAR END REPORTS
1st District Report
Chris Ertl,
District President

As I write my first report as District One President, I reflect on why I am
a member of this wonderful organization and the
answer is in honor of my
father and all the veterans throughout
the world.
First District had a busy year with “Taking
the High Road” membership being a major
objective. Membership chairmen of district,
counties and units took on this project and
ran with it! Without their strong efforts,
we would not be where we are today! One
unit signed up 44 NEW members! Thanks
to each and every one of you, First District
WILL be seated near the front at convention!
First District donated $3,540 to the Fisher
House, our district’s VA&R project under
the direction of Barb Braden. Attendance at
the Spring Conference in Twin Lakes was
very well attended. Berdie Cowser, director
of Boudicca House, came and gave us an
update on this wonderful home for Homeless Women Veterans and their families.
Valuable information was provided along
with a few “special announcements” which
brought out the bells and whistles! During
the year, units within the district held parties
for veterans, participated in Poppy Days,
coordinated fundraisers, marched in parades, sponsored girls for ALA Badger Girls
State, held special programs in area schools,
participated in Veterans Day activities and
many other activities too numerous to mention! One unit created a “Wall of Honor”
honoring the special veterans in their lives
who gave them the eligibility to become
Auxiliary members. What a wonderful tribute! All First District members should be
proud of their achievements!
As I said throughout the year, the achievements of this district are because of “WE”
and not “me.” Without these wonderful
Auxiliary members, First District would not
be where we are and I THANK YOU for this.
In ending I would like to thank each and
every one of you for entrusting me as your
District President and I look forward to another successful year.

in Milwaukee with members from other
Auxiliary units in the area. What a wonderful experience to see the look of happiness
on their faces when we offered them treats
and thanked them for their service. All of
the units in the District are very busy helping
veterans.
I would like to thank all the members of the
Second District for their support these past
two years. It has meant so much to me.

3rd District Report
Joanie Dickerson,
District President

As my first year as district president draws to
an end, I reflect on our
efforts to “Take the High
Road” in all that we did
throughout the district.
Although we didn’t have a lot of people
attend our membership rally in October, I
believe those that did enjoyed the opportunity to find out more about some of our
Auxiliary programs. Ways to contribute
to the Homeless Women Veterans, Camo
Quilt and Pocket Flag projects were all
showcased with hands-on activities for
those in attendance.
As the year progressed, membership continued to be a challenge and visits were made
to units that were struggling. Not all issues
have been resolved but continued progress is
being made and it appears we are on the right
track. There is more work to be done and
hopefully we will be able to report additional
successes in the very near future.
Several units are VERY active and were
able to share information about their activities at our Spring Conference. From
coupon clipping to Camo Quilt sewing to
sponsoring Americanism Essay contests
to scholarships to participating in various
memorial programs around the district,
members are “Working Together” everywhere they can. As I visited various unit
and county meetings, I enjoyed listening
to all the activities planned to support our
veterans, our children and our communities.
It was gratifying to know that there are
ladies in the district that are reaching out
both in recruiting new members and in
their support of the Auxiliary’s efforts to
“Work Together…for our Veterans and
2nd District Report
Our Organization.” Great strides have
Shirley Krier,
been made toward achieving 100% in
District President
membership but there is still work to do.
Two years ago when I
It’s been a pleasure serving as your diswas elected President of the trict president and I’m proud to say I’m a
Second District I was won- member of the “Fighting Third.”
dering what I got myself
4th District Report
into. To say the least I was
Sue Hembrook,
very nervous. It is hard to
District President
believe that the two years are almost over and
Our units have been very
what a wonderful experience this has been! I
busy
serving our veterans
am so glad I accepted this position.
this
past
year. Several of
This year has been very busy. The District
the units and posts worked
Commander and I started the year with two
together on a fundraiser
Membership Forums for the Legion, Auxiliafor the Fisher House to be
ry, SAL and the Legion Riders. These forums
stressed the importance of retaining present located on the grounds of the Zablocki Medmembers and recruiting new members. I also ical Facility. This event was scheduled for
attended the Fall Informational Forum, where June 30th and provides a very good example
we learned about the many programs in the of how the various posts, units and squadrons
Auxiliary. Being invited to several county “Work Together” in the Fourth District. At
fall meetings and spring meetings was very the time of this writing, the results of the
informative. It is interesting to learn what the fundraiser were not yet available.
We have not, however, forgotten our dediunits do as fundraisers and how they get their
name out in the community. Some of the cation to our women veteran projects. To
units held bake sales, rummage sales, craft date more than 3,845 gift bags have been
distributed to women veterans at Zablocki,
fairs and helped the Legion with picnics.
I also helped with two Veterans Job Fairs Union Grove and Camp American Legion.

The volunteers are always eager to help fill
these bags and obtain donations for them.
Units have been very generous with their
monetary contributions as well. Another
project still going strong is helping women
veterans establish residences. We assisted
ten women veterans this past year and are
looking forward to assisting many more.
One woman veteran in particular had her
car stolen shortly before Christmas and we
helped her to replace the missing gifts for
her children. One of our squadrons provided
our women veterans with all the fixings for a
holiday meal and items for the children.
Many of our members volunteer to send
off and welcome home the veterans on the
Honor Flights leaving from Mitchell Field.
All these volunteers marvel at the reaction of
the veterans when they return home. They
feel that it truly is an honor to be present at
such a momentous occasion.
We in the Fourth District are striving to become a stronger Legion Family. The units,
posts and squadrons are coming together for
several different projects which are just starting to get off the ground.

5th District Report
Wilma Kidney,
District President

I am still trying to get
Fifth District active; but it
has not been easy. I secured
a meeting place at Veterans Manor so it would be
convenient for all to attend. Meetings will
be held at 10:00 am on the first Saturday of
each month. I encourage everyone to attend
these monthly meetings. Veterans Manor is
a beautiful facility with ample parking and is
easy to access. It has 52 apartments, of which
15 are reserved for homeless veterans, and a
beautiful large room that can be divided into
two meeting rooms.
Regretfully, one unit will be recommended
for cancellation of their charter at Department Convention and I only received two
unit year-end reports. I am optimistic that
things will improve during the year ahead.

6th District Report
Char Kiesling,
District President

Two years ago I was
told by my predecessors…
”you will never regret being District President and
it will be an experience
you will never forget.” I feel privileged
sharing this common experience with all of
them. I continue to learn about the ALA,
have gained so many new friendships, and
other friendships have grown deeper. I
learned very quickly that Sixth District had
so many hard-working and dedicated ladies
that would never tire doing Auxiliary work
for our Veterans. They all stepped up and
worked hard to achieve 100% in membership last year so that’s why I know we’ll do
it again! I was so impressed when visiting
my units, county functions, and Junior activities. So much work and fun… all done
in SERVICE TO OTHERS NOT SELF. I
couldn’t expect them to go the extra mile
if I hadn’t also done my part so I wouldn’t
let them give up. I awarded paid members
with green wrist bands to show other Districts how we were “Banding Together”
while “Working Together” by “Taking the
High Road to 100%.” My monthly District
Dispatch tried to encourage membership,
ALA programs, and inform members of
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District and Department activities.
I attended all conferences and State and
National conventions, organized joint membership rallies, and organized the selection of
the Sixth District Americanism Woman of the
Year. Revitalizing Menasha Unit #152 was
my special goal this year after we revitalized
St. Nazianz last year. Sadly, I will be recommending the cancellation of the charter for
Hilbert Unit #127 at department convention.
I am so grateful to my officers and committee members and chairmen. I especially
thank Unit 33, Neenah. Thank you all for
serving with me for God & country!

7th District Report
Andrea Page,
District President

The Mighty Seventh
has been a hard working
group. Our commitment to
our Woman Veterans was
shown as we purchased and
helped serve food, along with the 10th District, in Eau Claire at the WDVA Women Veteran’s Expo. Not to be stopped there, we also
supplied and served a meal at the Women Veteran’s Expo in La Valle at the Douglas Trust
Farm. A special thanks to Reedsburg #350 for
the use of their food trailer. What a wonderful
opportunity to meet and serve our veterans!
Our district was also out in force when asked
to help with the Veterans Expo and Charity Concert at Ho-Chunk in Wisconsin Dells.
Not only did we have volunteers working but
several also donated baskets that were raffled
off. Our ladies came through again!
Leadership training has been on the front
burner with our district as we had many units
taking the leadership course. This continued on as they took the National Leadership
Course and completed the questions for submission. It was noted that many unit members learned more about the history of our organization as round table sessions were held.
Our goal is to keep going on this initiative.
Our juniors continue to remain an active
part of this organization. We are proud to be
home to the Honorary Department Junior
President, Caitlyn Rosemeyer. She was
also elected as Honorary Central Division
Chaplain at National Convention. Caitlyn
certainly keeps the juniors busy with their
many activities.
Membership is always on the front burner
as we work to reach 100% membership. We
have had to “turn up the heat” as Past District Presidents were asked to make personal
phone calls to our non-renewals again this
year. Last year we started slow and ended big,
so our hopes remain the same.
Our success is only as great as our members. I believe we will continue to have a
GREAT year!

8th District Report
Lorrie Barber,
District President

My road has had some
bumps in it over the past
two years, but I haven’t
found one yet that has
been able to stop me.
It’s not about me though. The units in the
Mighty Eighth District do some phenomenal things for the Veterans, Children and
Youth, and our Communities.
They really took our theme “Take the
Bull by the Horns & Git-R-Done” seriously this year. They participated in the Poppy Program, attended Memorial and Veterans Day Programs, assisted Veterans and
their families in need, got into the schools
and presented programs on Americanism
and Patriotism, provided scholarships for
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ALA Badger Girls State Delegates and
local high school students, helped out in
their communities and much, much more.
The list just goes on.
The Juniors in the District have been busy
as well. They made a difference on “Make
a Difference Day,” provided packages for
the troops overseas, sent cards and gifts to
Veterans in the Veterans Homes, attended
conferences and conventions, worked on
patches and followed in the footsteps of
their Senior mentors at Auxiliary events.
Spring Conference was well attended and
we all had a yee-haw time! We learned to
“work together” to create great centerpieces, received lots of good ideas from
our program chairmen, and were inspired
by President Diana. We were entertained
by dueling keyboards and fiddle music and
ate some great chuck wagon grub. We even
signed up a couple new members that day.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity
to serve you the past two years.

9th District Report
Linda Coppock,
District President

I love parades! Being a
member of the American
Legion Auxiliary allows
plenty of parade time! National Convention in Indianapolis, Memorial Day in Little Chute and
King Day at King. It also reminds me how
and why we are able to participate in such
events.
This past year in Ninth District, we successfully revitalized Sturgeon Bay Unit 72
and have another Unit to work with. At Fall
Forum, I represented autumn, and with autumn leaves falling, so did the district’s membership. Most of our Units are struggling with
membership, but I am amazed by the enthusiasm of their members working together for
the sake of veterans and their families.
One small unit earned thousands of dollars
in Poppy distribution, another packed, donated and personally delivered 100 tote bags full
of personal items to Camp American Legion
for the lady-campers week, along with many
home-made fleece stocking caps, crocheted
hats and items for the Camp Craft Shop. We
have a Unit that makes Christmas stockings
by the hundreds and ships them to another
out of state program that fills and ships them
to active military. Let’s not forget the ladies
that do Troop Support packages and everyone
that donates to their effort. Several units from
6th, 8th and 9th District cut hundreds of tree
skirts as well! I am continually amazed by all
the activity the Ninth District Unit ladies do.
It’s interesting what you learn when you visit
them as opposed to what is actually reported!
I had the honor of celebrating Joan Krukowski’s retirement after serving 27 years
as hospital representative for Oscar Johnson
Veterans Facility with members of Wausaukee Post and Unit 150. Department President
Diana attended our Spring Conference. It’s
been an interesting, challenging, yet rewarding year and I’m looking forward to serving
the Ninth District for another wonderful year!

entation in Portage. Thanks Darlene for
taking membership. Since the Legion won
the challenges this year, I will be presenting
our 10th District Commander with a check
for his charity.
Department Convention was in Middleton.
National Convention in Indianapolis came in
August. Both were wonderful learning experiences and I had a great time.
The Fall Executive meeting was in New
Richmond in September. What a nice turn
out of officers and Chairmen. It really is
nice to be so supported. Unfortunately, the
memorial service had to be held indoors because of rain.
Department Fall Forum was in Oconomowoc and was power-packed with information!
I went to Barron for their County Veterans Picnic. Karen Hansen, Jean Erlewine
and Barron County sure do a great job for
our Veterans!
So here we are today. I will be completing
my term as District President at State Convention. I want to thank everyone that has
helped me as part of our District Family.

11th District Report
Barbara Johnson,
District President

While my first year as
President of District 11
started off two years earlier than I had planned, it
has proven to be a year of
learning and growing. We were saddened by
the news that Barb Bell would not be able to
fulfill her duties as District President. Our
district treasurer, Wilma Paris, passed away
unexpectedly leaving our new District Treasurer without a mentor. This is when I got my
first taste of how the American Legion Family pulls together to keep moving forward. I
personally want to thank all those American
Legion family members that helped. Your
advice and guidance was invaluable.
Attending my first Department of Wisconsin Convention in Middleton was a
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positive start to my first year as district
president. I met many interesting people
and learned information until I thought my
head would hold no more. Then I was on
my way to my first National Convention in
Indianapolis. There were so many wonderful people to meet. I felt a sense of pride being a part of this veteran organization. Both
were functions I will not soon forget.
During the year, I had the pleasure and
honor of being invited to various functions
in our district and state. It was my pleasure
to visit Camp American Legion for the first
time. How awesome to have a place like this
set up for our veterans and their families!
I am looking forward to another year as
District 11 President. I am sure there will be
many, many more experiences to share with
my American Legion Family.

12th District Report
Ruth Ann Foley,
District President

I want to thank all my officers and every Auxiliary
member of the 12th District for your support this
past year. I assumed the
District President position when Past District
President Kay Severson resigned for personal and health reasons. We wish her well in
the future.
I attended the Fall Informational Forum
in Oconomowoc, District Fall Conference
in Clear Lake, the District Legion Birthday
Dinner in Winter and the Spring Conference
in Grantsburg.
The Auxiliary members all work hard
serving veterans in the local areas and with
community projects such as blood drives,
helping senior citizens, beautification projects, etc. They also promote Americanism
programs in the local schools.
I also want to thank the Department Staff
for all their help this past year. It has been a
pleasure serving as District President.

Calendar
Fundraiser
Winners
May
2013
Calendar Fundraiser
May 2013
1
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16
17
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19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

15.00
25515
Elsie Rieckmann
Appleton
15.00
38658
Marie Schmidt
Sparta
15.00
25923
Thomas Artz
Oshkosh
15.00
01937
Elizabeth Johnsen
Wausau
25.00
19174
Marion Lenz
Kiel
15.00
26399
Marcella Schmitz
Germantown
15.00
46801
Jacky Gertschen
Marathon
15.00
44806
Randi Werner
Medford
15.00
25719
Mary Singstock
Oshkosh
15.00
05771
Bonnie Petrick
New Lisbon
15.00
05839
Douglas Kamrath
Pardeeville
500.00
01610
ALA-#336
Onalaska
15.00
10660
Lila Mae Spangler
Richland Center
15.00
27427
Beatrice DeFlorian
Stoddard
15.00
28919
Ruth Buchholz
Iola
15.00
01799
Kathleen Northcott
Mumford, TN
15.00
01287
William Hoffmann
Menomonee Falls
15.00
17740
Mary Miles
Pewaukee
25.00
43840
Joyce Schaller
Bangor
15.00
45481
Alice Gillen
New Richmond
15.00
22728
Luanna Fenz
Juneau
15.00
16158
Shirley
Starczynski
Black
Earth
10th District Report
15.00
47458
Mona
Flanum
New
Richmond
Jeanne Williams,
15.00
30037
Kelly Holzer
Hilbert
District President
15.00
46226
Helen
Galarowicz
Owen
The year started in April
25.00
32915
Tina Graves
Algoma
2012 with Spring Confer500.00
45030
Ruth Breske
Lake Tomahawk
ence in Eau Claire. I was
15.00
35021
Hilda
Trudeau
Luck
amazed at the generous
15.00
31602
Sandra
Ebert
Alma
outpouring of our Auxil15.00
44200
Paulette Johnson
Eau Claire
iary members – with both time and resources.
15.00
40472
Burnetta
Weber
Elmwood
Our County Store and 50/50 raffle were great
1,465.00
If
not
cashed
within
90
days,
the
check
will
be
voided
without
any
notification
sent to you. If it’s
fundraisers. I thank everyone who helped.
after 90 days
call our
office.
We
are open
Monday-Friday
8:00am–4:30pm.
Phone: 608-745-0124.
If
not
cashed
within
60
days,
check
will
be
voided
without
any
notification
sent to you.
In June we attended District Officer oriAfter 60 days, call our office at 608-745-0124. We are open Monday-Friday, 8:00 am-4:30 pm.
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BADGER GIRLS STATE
Delores Woolf
ALABGS Executive Director
The 2013 session of ALA Badger Girls State (ALABGS) began
in the traditional way on Father’s
Day, June 16. UW-Oshkosh offered the families a Father’s Day
Brunch during the registration
time. The opening convocation
saw parents, counselors and delegates beginning the week with
swearing in of delegates as citizens
of the mythical state of Badger by
Barbara Key, deputy Chief Judge
for the 4th District in Winnebago
County, and greetings being given
by Gruenhagen Conference Center Director Marc Nylen, ALAWisconsin President Diana Sirovina, ALABGS Chairman Jeannine
Conradt and ALABGS Executive
Director Delores Woolf.
Following the opening convocation the 743 delegates and 66
counselors began the week with
city meetings, assemblies, county
meetings, political party business, senate and assembly meetings along with nominations and
elections for the various positions

at the different government levels. Elected officials and their appointees then created virtual mock
cities, counties, political parties
and constitutional governments
in which they practiced being actively involved citizens.
On Monday, the Schools of Instruction featured John Matz, Winnebago County sheriff; Dr. Stan
Mack, Oshkosh Superintendent of
Schools; Senator Leigha Vukmir;
Representative Joan Ballweg; Oshkosh City Manager Mark Rohlhoff; Oshkosh City Mayor Burke
Tower; and Ron Montgomery and
Mike Collard of the Winnebago
County Human Resource Management and County Board Governance. On Tuesday, representatives of Fox Valley Technical College and UW-Parkside highlighted
the importance of education for
future careers. On Wednesday,
the American Legion Riders conducted a flag retirement ceremony
and American Legion Commander
Wayne Jensen and Badger Boys
State Director Fred Berns gave
greetings. Delegates who had im-

mediate family members actively
serving in the military were presented blue star banners. Thursday highlights were the State Fair
and the inaugural. Chief Justice
Shirley Abrahamson swore in the
Constitutional Officers and several
Wisconsin state officials, including Governor Scott Walker, were
present. On Friday, the ALABGS
Senate and Assembly held their
sessions along with a career fair in
the Reeve Union. After a closing
assembly, the delegates were dismissed to return home.
The week of government in action was firmly planted in the
minds of the ALABGS delegates
who will become our future citizens and leaders. Two of the citizens will represent ALABGS as
senators for Girls Nation at the
end of July. All delegates were
asked to send thank you notes
to the contributors and sponsors
who made their week at ALABGS
possible.
Many dedicated counselors made
this 70th session of ALABGS a
successful week-long experience.

2013 American Legion Auxiliary Badger Girls State
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2013 americanism
essay contest winners
CLASS I
1ST PLACE - Kalen Berger
2ND PLACE - Sophie Hauser
3RD PLACE - Sarah Roux
4TH PLACE - Miriam Eubank
5TH PLACE - Kaylee Krogstad

Unit #461
Unit #316
Unit #87
Unit #38
Unit #365

9 Pembine
12 Sheldon
10 Rice Lake
9 Appleton
10 Plum City

CLASS II
1ST PLACE - McKenzie Olson
2ND PLACE - Evelyn Fryza
3RD PLACE - Katelyn Holmstrom
4TH PLACE - Brandon Brewer
5TH PLACE - Caroline Olen

Unit #85
Unit #359
Unit #87
Unit #13
Unit #382

3 Muscoda
11 Gilman
10 Rice Lake
3 Richland Center
1 Menomonee Falls

CLASS III
1ST PLACE - Kathryn Curtin
2ND PLACE - Lukas Burke
3RD PLACE - Kaitlyn Schultz
4TH PLACE - Jeremy Bruton
5TH PLACE - Josephine Schackmann

Unit #185
Unit #470
Unit #47
Unit #544
Unit #537

12 Grantsburg
2 Saukville
2 Portage
1 Twin Lakes
4 Milwaukee

CLASS IV
1ST PLACE - Emily Stiemann
2ND PLACE - Brendan Swancutt
3RD PLACE - McKenna Mertens
4TH PLACE - Rachel Joas
5TH PLACE - Jordanna Jast

Unit #132
Unit #365
Unit #118
Unit #364
Unit #122

12 Siren
10 Plum City
7 Thorp
6 Winneconne
11 Phillips

CLASS V
1ST PLACE - Megan Gasper
2ND PLACE - Payton Tepp
3RD PLACE - Tyler Niebur
4TH PLACE - Elizabeth Laskowski
5TH PLACE - Hunter Wagner

Unit #348
Unit #6
Unit #365
Unit #324
Unit #447

3 DeForest
8 Steven Point
10 Plum City
10 Osseo
3 Viola

Letter to the Editor —

HONORING ESTHER NEUMEISTER

Submitted by Dawn Timmermann

Department President Diana Sirovina addresses
the citizens on Inauguration Night.

Fred Berns, Director of Badger Boys State, celebrates his birthday in style during his visit to
ALA Badger Girls State.

Pictured L-R: Tanvi Kumar (Supreme Court Justice), Monika Ford (Superintendent of Public Instruction),
Sumaia Masoom (Secretary of State), Katie Kindschuh (Lt. Governor), Astha Berry (Governor), Lynsey
Malin (Treasurer), Magdalene Beck (Attorney General)

MEMBERS RECOGNIZED FOR OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE
The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 305 of Johnson
Creek recently held a recognition ceremony for its members that have belonged to the
organization for 50 years or
more. Each member received
a pin, membership certificate,
and a rose. Pictured are the Pictured L-R: Helen Krause-67 year member, Mae Pilsner-64
year member, Lucille Kleinsteiber-58 year member, Darlynn
members who were honored. Oschmann-58 year member, and Ruth Jackson-57 year member.

In Unit 182 of Park Falls we have
an active member who is 101 years
young and could give lessons to all
of us on how to live well.
Esther entered the Auxiliary in
1985. Her second husband was in
the Legion and he asked her to join
him and see how things worked.
She liked it and became a member
of the American Legion Auxiliary.
During the years that followed she
held every office with the exception of presidency. She said she
didn’t care for that position.
She was my mentor for the Poppy Program when I first joined the
Auxiliary and I walked with her to
some of the small businesses in the
area to collect donations. Esther
noticed that I was lagging behind.
She asked me if I could keep up or
should she should just slow down.
Since I was 30 years younger, I was
a bit embarrassed, I told her I was
fine and stepped it up. Recently I
saw medals hanging on her living
room wall for the 5K. That helped
explain... she was around 92 when
she was in the last 5K.
Esther says she has always had a
sense of adventure. At age 95 she
went on a balloon ride and later
confided that she wanted to parachute from a plane but her son
didn’t think it was wise. I tell you
this so you have some idea of what
kind of person she is. Esther is now
visually and hearing impaired but it
doesn’t slow her down much. Her
next adventure is to go to Washington DC to visit the war memorial.
Poppies are Esther’s favorite

Esther Neumeister

event in the American Legion
Auxiliary and I can’t remember
her missing a Poppy Day. The rest
of the year she keeps herself busy
with other humanitarian activities.
She openly admits to not liking
housework but in her words, just
does it anyway.
This year, as always, she was out
collecting business poppy donations with her son, Pete Peterson,
as an escort. Later in the week
she took her usual place at the local supermarket. She ran low on
poppies and managed to coerce a
nice lady into going to another site
where there was someone else with
poppies to get some extras. People
waited in line to make their donations. By the end of her four hour
shift she collected $236. Esther has
consistently had the highest donation totals.
When I make fundraising calls
and some of the ladies tell me they
are too old, I think of Esther Neumeister. She is an amazing lady.

