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American Legion Auxiliary Mission Statement:

In the spirit of Service, Not Self the mission of the American Legion Auxiliary is to support The American Legion and
to honor the sacrifice of those who serve by enhancing the lives of our veterans, military, and their families, both at
home and abroad. For God and Country, we advocate for veterans, educate our citizens, mentor youth and promote
patriotism, good citizenship, peace and security.
The Monthly Unit Mailing is posted on the Wisconsin Department website under the Unit Mailing link.
www.amlegionauxwi.org

Notes from President Diane Weggen…
Salute, Serve, Celebrate our veterans, military, their families and our communities
The reviews are coming in and they are a tribute to both those who planned the program and the
presenters for the work they’ve done to set up the ALA in the Know days. Time is running out, but there are
three days left to join other units in a day of learning – Brookfield, October 9; Green Lake, October 16 and
River Falls, October 23. When the worst thing about the day is that “other members of my unit weren’t here”,
you know the work has been well worth it.
If you missed attending one of the six ALA in the Know days, don’t despair. The Leadership Committee is
willing to come to your unit, county, or district. Please contact Chairman Teresa Isensee
(tisensee2173@gmail.com) for a date and identify the topics you would like addressed. This is a great way to
learn additional ways to “Salute, Serve, Celebrate…”
It is time to plan for upcoming opportunities for you to show who we are, what we do and why we
matter in your communities: Halloween, Veterans Day, National Education Week Nov. 15-19, National
Volunteer Day on November 20, Thanksgiving and Pearl Harbor Day.
Members can access the district president’s newsletters on the Department website (amlegionauxwi.org)
under the Dept officers & Dist Presidents tab. Get the latest information about your district units, as well as
other district units. Take advantage of activities or events sponsored by neighboring units. A great way to get
new, interesting ideas is to attend functions outside of your own unit or read about what they are doing.
It is disheartening when unit members decide to disband their unit. The message is both that there are
no longer any veterans, military, families, and community members who need assistance or support and that all
or the majority of who belong to that unit want to see the unit gone. Many times, the decision is made based on
an incident while not truly taking into account how all the members would feel if the unit no longer existed.
Immediately dispersing of the unit’s funds could end in legal problems for the members
responsible for that action. If disbanding a unit is desired, then the unit officers, unit members and the post
need to follow the procedure set down in the Red Book. Each of the steps need to be completed and
documented. The printed procedure meets both the expectations of the American Legion Auxiliary and the
laws of the state of Wisconsin.
Caring for those who care for others: I was told that a member would be staying with another
member for a few hours so her veteran husband could be in the firing squad at the funeral of a fellow soldier.
This is an excellent example of caring for those who care for others.
Do you have any examples of caring from your unit and/or members or community members? Please
share at your unit, county, district meetings or with Department chairpersons and officers. Many members do a
number of things for others without fully realizing their work with and for the Auxiliary, making a positive
difference in the lives of others. Salute, Serve, Celebrate!
As you plan fundraisers and make your donations, don’t forget the Chippewa Veterans Home Courtyard
project. I was in a project meeting this last week and pleased to report all is going well. To donate use the
Poppy Fund donation form (found on the Dept website). Checks should be made payable to ALA Dept of WI.
Some people have reported getting email messages from “President Diane Weggen” but the email
address is not mine. The messages ask for donations of gift cards. Please be aware this is a scam. Any
donation requests for my special project or other Auxiliary programs will come from Department Headquarters,
with checks payable to ALA-Wisconsin, and mailed to headquarters with a donation form identifying the
program/project to which the money should be applied. Thank you.
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Approval Request – American Legion Auxiliary
Emblem Use
The American Legion owns the names and trademarks of the American Legion Auxiliary. The American
Legion Auxiliary is entrusted by The American Legion with protecting the name and official marks of
the ALA. Use of the emblem must be approved by American Legion Auxiliary National Headquarters. If
approval is granted, it is a one-time, limited use. The following information must be completed in full
and submitted to your department secretary.
Requesting Member Name & Unit & Email:
Manufacturer/Vendor Name:
Vendor Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Vendor Contact Email:
Type of Product(s) Emblem is to be used on:
Intended use:
Exact Quantity of Item(s) to be Ordered*:
*Ordering new quantities requires a new authorization.
A sample, photo, link to your website or vendor mark-up of the
American Legion Auxiliary emblem use must be attached.

Department Secretary Signature

State

Department Secretary: submit completed form to emblem@ALAforVeterans.org

Updated September 2020

Date

GREETINGS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS
Executive Secretary/Treasurer – Bonnie Dorniak
Website: www.amlegionauxwi.org ~ Email: deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org
Phone: 608-745-0124 ~ FAX: 608-745-1947
2022 RENEWAL NOTICES: 2022 membership cards and rosters were mailed to every unit in
July. National Headquarters issued the 2022 Membership Dues Renewal Notices the week of
September 15th. Units are reminded they should forward dues to Department promptly.
Membership questions? Please contact Andrea Stoltz at department headquarters.
2022 POPPY ORDERS: Because of COVID restrictions at Zablocki VA, the Poppy Shop
continues to operate from a remote location. The deadline for submitting orders is
December 15th. If you need poppies, please submit your orders ASAP! Units and posts are
reminded they must submit a 20% poppy profit report before their new order will be processed.
Since we have no space to store inventory, poppy orders will be filled as soon as possible after
they are received. Please verify the accuracy of your shipment upon receipt.
2022 DAILY SWEEPSTAKES: Entry forms for the 2022 Daily
Sweepstakes must be mailed to Department Headquarters by
December 31, 2021. This is department’s biggest fundraiser.
Although no donation is required, contributions are appreciated
since proceeds support Auxiliary programs benefitting our veterans,
military and their families. Official rules are posted on the department
website. Thank you to those who already sent their entry forms with a
donation!
SCHOLARSHIPS: Information will be sent to schools reminding them of the many ALA
scholarship opportunities available to high school students. All national and department
scholarship applications can be downloaded from the department website. This year, the
National President’s Children of Warriors scholarship must be completed online and submitted
directly to the national organization; paper applications will not be accepted. All other
applications are still in paper format. Units are encouraged to contact their local school(s) to
promote scholarship opportunities and to provide unit contact information so students know how
to complete the required ‘certification of unit sponsorship’ section. Please encourage eligible
students to apply!
2021-2022 RED BOOKS: A complimentary copy of the 2021-2022 Department Red Book was
mailed to Department Chairmen, and to Unit and County Presidents with a current Officer Form
on file with department. If you are not sure if your Unit Officer Form was submitted since 2019,
please contact your district president. The Red Book is also posted on the Department website as
a free resource for any member (under the “more” tab). Additional books may be ordered (while
supplies last!) for $6.00 using a Unit Supplies Order Form.
2022 MIDWINTER CONFERENCE: The American Legion Auxiliary plans to offer a
training course at The American Legion’s Midwinter Conference on Saturday, January 15, 2022
at Ho-Chunk Casino and Conference Center in Baraboo. SAVE THE DATE and check the
December unit mailing for details and registration information.
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN
2020-2021 NATIONAL AWARDS
American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Wisconsin received the following awards or acknowledgement
for the 2020-2021 administrative year:
AMERICANISM
Americanism Essay Contest
Class I, Best Essay in Central Division

Laura Stoltz
Sponsored by Richland Center Unit 13 ~ District 3

Americanism Essay Contest
Class III, Best Essay in Central Division

Samantha Lay
Sponsored by Crivitz Unit 413 ~ District 9

Americanism Essay Contest
Class VI, Best Essay in Central Division

Trinity Grace Mulder
Sponsored by Appleton Unit 38 ~ District 9

LEGISLATIVE
Most outstanding overall Department
Legislative program in Central Division

Department of Wisconsin
Char Kiesling, Dept. Leadership Chairman

MEMBERSHIP
Units that reach 100% of their 2021 membership goal by 11/10/2020
Mosinee Unit 107
Two Rivers Unit 165
Cross Plains Unit 245

Black Earth Unit 313
Mazomanie Unit 437
Wisconsin Rapids Unit 442
Minong Unit 465

PAST PRESIDENTS PARLEY
Unit Member of the Year

Karen Knudsvig
Sponsored by Waunakee Unit 360

Servicewoman of the Year

Cpt. Mary Ellen Durley
Sponsored by Bagley Unit 482

POPPY
Poppy Poster Contest, Class V
Best Poppy Poster in Central Division

Kallee LeCloux
Sponsored by Thorp Unit 118 ~ District 7

Poppy Poster Contest, Class VI
Best Poppy Poster in Central Division

Madelyn Bales
Sponsored by Athelstane/Silver Cliff Unit 66 ~ District 9

Best Overall Poppy Poster in Central Division
Madelyn Bales
Sponsored by Athelstane/Silver Cliff Unit 66 ~ District 9
VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
Best Department VA&R Program in Central Division

Wisconsin
Mary Petrie, Dept. VA&R Chairman
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Chrys Porter, Education Chairman
5110 Mischler Rd, Eau Claire, WI 54701
Email: momchrys@gmail.com
With the challenges our students face again this year with the pandemic still a
concern, we need to check with schools to see how we can help. Many units and districts
have participated in the “Give 10 to Education” program. This is a great way to help them in
the start of the year, but you could continue that forward motion by collecting supplies to
give to schools after the first part of the year as the supplies for the second semester could
also have a great need. Check with your local schools to see what their needs might be.
November 15-19, 2021 is National Education Week. This would be a GREAT time
to say thank you for the OUTSTANDING job your local educators do. You could also
promote scholarship opportunities as well as Badger Girls/Boys State, and Oratorical
contests. This would be a great way to make them aware of all we have to offer.
When promoting within the schools let’s keep in mind and promote “kindness”. This
is something that we all can do whether it is a kind word or a simple task that we do for
them. It seems to be something we don’t always think about doing. This was mentioned to
me when I became chairman and so I started looking around to see what I could find. Do
you know that Crayola now has a box of colors that promotes kindness and a coloring book
to go with it? Next time you are at the store see what you can find. I also found a great
stamp set 23 different sayings to promote kindness. See what you can come up with and I
would love to see the results
May 1-7, 2022 is Teacher Appreciation week. Make cards to thank them for all that
they do and maybe work ‘kindness’ into the card.
Make sure to share the scholarship opportunities with your unit and local high schools
but don’t forget to contact the local colleges and universities as there are scholarships for
non-traditional students. For more information or to make a donation you can check out the
following: https://member.legion-aux.org/scholarships or www.ALAforVeterans.org or
www.amlegionauxwi.org.
If you would like more information, you can check out the Department Education
Action Plan, scholarship information and member resources at the Department website at
www.amlegionauxwi.org. National is not requiring midyear reports, but I would still love to
see and hear what we are doing throughout our great state of Wisconsin.
Remember anytime you have the opportunity to do a presentation of your donations,
or handing out a scholarship, please take pictures not only to promote the involvement in
your community but to preserve your unit’s history.
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MEMBERSHIP
Greetings All!
Members throughout the State of Wisconsin have hit the 2021-2022 membership year
with excitement and enthusiasm! By sharing who they are honoring with their membership
and what they enjoy most by being a member. Working our various programs, working with
the community, clipping coupons, participating in an auxiliary event, or just being with fellow
ALA members, has enriched your lives! Many members have responded to President Diane’s
challenge: That all auxiliary members speak to 1 prospective member, about joining the ALA.
Some new membership applications have been returned to units for correction, older
applications are being used, please throw out old applications. If new member eligibility is
through a living Legion member, make sure their Post# City, and State is listed, if you have
their membership ID # include that as well. Use caution when marking the living or deceased
eligibility information. If a new member is signing up through the eligibility of a son or
daughter that is active military, their son or daughter must be a member of a Legion Post,
before they can apply for membership, please have the prospective member, consider gifting a
Legion membership. Also, PLEASE MAKE SURE INFORMATION ON THE APPLICATION IS
LEGIBLE.
Many units during the Covid shut down, have creative ways to provide food, for events
such as Veterans Day, Memorial Day, Chili night etc. by hosting drive-through or carry-out
dinning. The ALA has created a new Recruiting Flyer (sample sheet included in this mailing),
many units attach the flyer to carry-out containers! Go to the My Auxiliary member portal at
https://member.legion-aux.org/member/resources/flyer-templates. Download the PDF, click
on the fillable field at the bottom of the flyer type in unit contact, person’s name, phone, or
email, print on color paper and cut into thirds. Just another tool to help your unit reach more
potential members!
Thank you to all Units, Counties and Districts that have sent in their 2021-2022
Officers list, even though your officers may have not changed, additional information has been
requested, such as the date, time and location of your meetings. If your unit has a CoPresident, please indicate which president should receive information from department.
Remember your Unit, County and District will not be eligible for any incentives unless this
form is on file at department headquarters, and all officers have renewed their membership.
Congratulations to those units who have reached 100% and to the many that will
achieve their unit’s membership goals soon! Our membership team is here to help with
questions, if you would like a visit, or assist with an event, we would be honored to help!
Let’s remember to Salute, our members for their years of membership, recognize
members who Serve your unit, community, or post faithfully, and of course Celebrate your
members milestones!
We have such an honor to make the lives of our American Hero’s better one day at a time,
while having fun in the process!
Membership Team:
Maggie Geiger, Department Chairman
maggieg4ala@gmail.com
Mary Petrie
mmprtpetrie@charter.net
Margaret Larson
maggiedoit@hotmail.com
Larry Larson - Honorary Membership Committee Member
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LEVELS OF AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP
(developed by Joan Chwala when serving as Department Leadership Chairman)

1. LEVEL ONE - This is the most important level. On this level the members pay their dues,
carry their card, and silently honor their veteran(s) while giving lobbying power to our
organization.
2. LEVEL TWO (levels 1 & 2) - These members also enjoy reading their National
News, Wisconsin, and newsletters. They are aware of their benefits and take
advantage of them.
3. LEVEL THREE (levels 1, 2 & 3)-These members also might help the unit on
occasion.Perhaps they will send coupons to soldiers, box tops to schools, or donate
to projects.
4. LEVEL FOUR (levels 1, 2, 3, & 4)-These members attend most meetings, volunteer to
serveon projects, but are not comfortable holding an office.
5. LEVEL FIVE (levels 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5)-These members do all the above and are willing to
serveas an officer on the local level only.
6. LEVEL SIX (levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, & 6)-They might attend conferences and workshops
on thecounty, district, or state level. They make many friends in the American Legion
Auxiliary.
7. LEVEL SEVEN (levels 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7)-These members are active in their own
unit andserve as an officer or chairman on a higher level than the unit (from County to
District to Department to National).

In order to keep units alive, members who have served many years at Levels Four to Six must
mentor other members to take their places. It will then be their tum to go back to Level Two if
necessary. Please use this new image of membership levels when you talk about the American
Legion Auxiliary. Do not expect new members to start out at Levels Five to Seven. Do not
make members feel that they must help if they are busy or uncomfortable at a meeting. Give
each memberthe option of joining at Level One only. Veterans will benefit from the dues, the
support, and the lobbying power. Always try to be tactful and keep offering to mentor your new
members.

Special thanks to Joan and her team: Bonnie Jakubczyk, Mary Petrie, and Morgan Johnsen.
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PUBLIC RELATIONS
Ann Lotter, Department Chairperson
lotterann@yahoo.com ⬧ 920-373-5339
I am writing my first Public Relations article. I would like to thank President
Diane Weggen for the appointment as Public Relations Chairperson. I do the
Facebook pages for Abrams Unit 523, Oconto County Units and Ninth District. I
have two Marketing Degrees from Northeast Wisconsin Technical College in
Green Bay.
We have a great Public Relations team, Barbara McDaniel from Unit # 499
Gordon and Danie Wilson from Unit # 83 Sheboygan. You may think public
relations is only the responsibility of your Unit President or department officers
and chairpersons, but it is everybody’s job. If we work together in our units, it
helps build relationships and better communication with our members.
If someone comes up to you and asks why you belong to this organization,
are you prepared to answer? What are you doing to make sure that your unit
grows and flourishes? Wearing the American Legion Auxiliary emblem on a shirt
or jacket can be a conversation starter. It is okay to bring attention to the
American Legion Auxiliary and promote what we do. It is every member’s job to
bring positive attention to what we do. Branding is very important to all units.
Some units only meet four times a year or some meet every month. You
meet. You do support the American Legion Auxiliary and its programs by
promoting who we are and what we do. You are the future of this great
organization. YOU are our Public Relations.
So, what do we need from your units? We are looking for pictures,
newspaper clippings and newsletters – anything to show what your members are
doing. Each Unit, County and District Public Relations chairperson should be
submitting to the Department Public Relations Team. Contact information is
located on the Public Relations Program Action Plan. We wish our members a
great year in helping our veterans, military, and their families. Thank you and
God Bless America!
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This form is available online
www.amlegionauxwi.org

2021-2022 POPPY FUND SUGGESTED DONATIONS
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN
PO Box 140, Portage WI 53901 ~ 608-745-0124
Unit CITY location:

Unit #

Date

Dist #

Note: Some programs have been removed so funding can be used to support programs with a greater need.
If you want to donate to former programs, please contact our office for their address.

$

(4416C)Dept President’s Special Project – Chippewa Veterans Home Courtyard – Cash
donations will be used to build a Courtyard to enhance the quality of life for members and their
visitors by providing an accessible outdoor lighted area with seating, tables, electric outlets and sound
system for group activities, programs and happy hours.

$

(4814) Veterans Creative Arts Festival – Veterans have opportunities to develop new skills and

$

(4465)

progress toward their recovery through the creative arts therapy offered by this program. The
veterans experience a renewed sense of pride through their participation.
Scholarships: Cash donations will be used to fund the Department President’s Scholarships,
Wisconsin Child Welfare Scholarship, scholarships for Wisconsin’s candidates who do not win a
national scholarship, and the National President’s Children of Warrior’s Scholarship.

$

(4420) VA&R Program Support – Additional donations for general support of VA&R Programs.

$

(4484) C&Y Program Support – Additional donations for general support of C&Y Programs.

$

(4402) Christmas Gift Shop – Financial donations are used to purchase Christmas gifts for VAMC
patients’ families.

$

(4444) Veterans & Family Assistance Fund – to assist veterans, their spouses or dependent children.
Requests for assistance are approved by the Department President, Department Finance Chairman
and Department VA&R Chairman.

$

(4456) Homeless Female Veterans Grant Fund – Cash donations will assist Wisconsin women who
are homeless or at risk of being homeless.

$

(4822) Fisher House - Milwaukee

$

(4809) Fisher House - Minneapolis

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

(4433)
(4401)
(4829)
(4404)
(4405)
(4406)
(4416)
(4407)
(4415)
(4412)
(4410)
(4411)

$

TOTAL ENCLOSED

A home away from home for families of Veterans who
are being treated at the VAMC (www.fisherhouse.org).

Surgical Assistance Pillows for Veterans (heart, lung, liver)
Veterans Day & Christmas Cheer – Veterans in hospitals and Wisconsin Veterans Homes
Camp American Legion (Lake Tomahawk, WI)
Zablocki Memorial VAMC (Milwaukee)
Middleton Memorial VAMC (Madison)
VA Great Lakes Health Care System (Tomah)
WI Veterans Home-Chippewa Falls
WI Veterans Home-King
WI Veterans Home-Union Grove
Dayton Care Center (Kenosha)
Minneapolis VA Health Care System (Minneapolis, MN)
Oscar G Johnson USVAMC (Iron Mountain, MI)

Make check payable to: American Legion Auxiliary (only 1 check is necessary).
DO NOT send your donations directly to these programs.
A $25.00 fee will be charged for any check returned by the bank.

Revised 9/21

POPPY PROGRAM
Marla Knuettel, Department Chairman
Email: mk54961@yahoo.com
Ph: 920-538-2186

Who doesn’t love the Poppy – the quintessential symbol of the Auxiliary mission in
serving Veterans, Military, their Families and Community. It starts with the duty of
remembrance, encouraged by Lt. Col. John McCrae’s “In Flanders Field”, then expounded upon
by Moina Michael’s “We Shall Keep the Faith”. For those who embrace history, these are two
people who led fascinating lives that are well worth researching…and the more you read, the
more you want to find out! Who knew there was sheet music entitled “The Poppy of Sacrifice”?
Do you know what the original title was to Lt. Col. McCrae’s poem?
Unit members familiarize themselves with the basic history and duties of the Poppy
program. For 100 years ‘the symbol of remembrance’ has been brought out at various times of
the year to recognize the sacrifices of those we have lost and those who are still serving their
country, overseas and at home. Let’s take it further and search out those little tidbits that
fascinate and energize those who work the program! Which of us have been there during
distribution days and been asked ‘Why the poppy?’, or how much money does the Auxiliary bring
in…and does all of it go to the veterans? We must be prepared at all times, for all questions.
Have that Poppy Fact Sheet at the ready!
In the latest edition of the ‘Wisconsin’ there are many suggestions on how to embrace the
program, bringing in Unit members to work the various paths in sharing Poppy symbolism yearround. NOW is the time to start! Get the entire Legion Family involved in doing Poppy
distribution around Veterans Day or Memorial Day or invite businesses to put out Poppy
canisters year-round. Don’t forget the rest of the community groups--school children, other
organizations, town government, churches and retirement homes. Get in there and share the
Poppy coloring book, or help craft a poppy wreath, or thank those who help the veterans. If
Covid is a hindrance, then drop the supplies off and have them send you pictures! Don’t forget to
utilize the artwork and quiz handouts online at www.amlegionauxwi.org.
By December 3, I would love to know what your Unit has been doing. Check out the
2021-22 Poppy Plan of Action criteria/requirements for end-of-year narratives (due April 15) and
awards (due May 1) and put deadlines on the Unit’s calendar. Gather up creative samples used
and pictures of events, whether they were out in the public arena, in the classroom, on social
media or back at the meeting place. Patriotism and Poppies go hand in hand so show it! Strong
hint – awards may go to the biggest efforts, the most unique or those showing great Legion
Family or community collaboration. So, start brainstorming ideas, then plan and execute. Good
Luck, have fun and thank you all!

Bi-Monthly Unit Mailing – October 2021

Poppy Facts
Do you know...
•

THAT in the spring of 1919, amidst complete devastation, the poppies bloomed in
abundance on the battlefields of France where so many of our men had fallen in battle,
and that a replica of this poppy has become the Memorial Flower of the American
Legion Auxiliary?

•

THAT The American Legion was the first national organization to adopt the poppy as
its Memorial Flower, taking this action at the National Convention in Cleveland,
September 27-29, 1920?

•

THAT the American Legion Auxiliary adopted the poppy as its Memorial Flower at its
organizing convention in Kansas City in October 1921?

•

THAT at the time the American Legion Auxiliary adopted the poppy, it pledged 100%
of the profits from the poppy distribution to welfare relief for servicemen and
servicewomen and their families, thus fulfilling the true meaning of the poppy, an
emblem of faith; faith which is being kept with all who died through service to the
living?

•

THAT the American Legion Auxiliary, in order to protect the memorial poppy from the
inroads of commercialism, adopted a national poppy program at the St. Paul
Convention in 1924 which eliminated the commercial poppy?

•

THAT the memorial poppies are made of red crepe paper, by hand, by disabled
veterans in hospitals and poppy workrooms in forty states, and that the workers
receive pay for each poppy made and that the materials are furnished free of charge to
the veteran by the Department in the state in which the hospital is located?

•

THAT the more than 25,000,000 poppies made by disabled veterans are distributed
annually under the supervision of the American Legion Auxiliary, by approximately
125,000 volunteer workers who receive no compensation?

•

THAT through the American Legion Auxiliary poppy program, more than $300,000 is
paid annually to needy and disabled servicemen and servicewomen for making the
poppies.

•

THAT proceeds from the distribution of over 25,000,000 poppies annually under the
guidance of the American Legion Auxiliary amount to more than $2,000,000 and that
every penny is devoted to Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation work by both The
American Legion and Auxiliary, which includes aid to needy veterans and their
families? The method of distribution varies in each Department, depending upon the
nature of the demands for help. Each of our 10,500 Units in communities scattered all
over the United States, its territorial possessions, and in foreign countries where
veterans reside, maintains a Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee working
under a chairman, and a Children and Youth Committee with its chairman. These Unit
chairmen are assisted by Department chairmen of similar committees, who, in turn,
work under the guidance of a National Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Chairman
and a National Children and Youth Chairman.

•

THAT the public is given an opportunity each year to help in the significant work of
The American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary, as well as an opportunity to
pay tribute to all who died in service, by wearing a poppy on Poppy Day?
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VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
Hello advocates for our veterans! My name is Mike Rohan, and I was appointed as your Veterans
Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Chairman for 2021 -2022. You might remember me as your VISTA
volunteer back in 2009. I am married to Past National Commander Denise Rohan, the first American
Legion Auxiliary member to serve as National Commander. I have the honor of being the first male
member of the American Legion Auxiliary nationwide. Please be patient with me as I learn about the
Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary and its programs.
President Weggen is an outstanding advocate for our veterans and their families and invites you to
consider the following goals for this year as you work for our veterans, military, and their families.
• Build relationships (Relate, Communicate, Collaborate) within The American Legion Family
• Care for those who care for others
• Engage members and increase the times members attend The American Legion Family
meetings, events, and activities outside their units.
I know the pandemic has prevented many of you from working in your VA&R programs in the last
nineteen or so months and that you are slowly moving forward with re-engaging, communicating, and
collaborating with the veterans in your community. As you move forward, please be safe and follow the
CDC guidelines to protect you, your family, our active military, and the veterans with which you
interact. I have read over some of the previous work you have done, and I have to say that I am proud of
each of you and your efforts.
We are working on the VA&R guide for this program year to replace the Plan of Action, and I expect it
to be published on the department website very soon. It's bursting with materials on the programs,
resources, contacts, deadlines, award specifics, and required cover sheets. Meanwhile, continue to plan,
craft, and support our veterans in creative ways, as you have done in past years.
YOUR DEPARTMENT VA&R TEAM
VA&R Chairman
Director of Hospital Volunteers
Homeless Women Veterans Grant Chairman
Service to Veterans Chairman
Christmas Gift Shop Supervisor
Assistant Christmas Gift Shop Supervisor

Mike Rohan
Sue Hembrook
Pat Smith
Linda Coppock
Diana Sirovina
Linda Bartell

608-837-9763 (c)
262-945-9791 (c)
608-786-4441
920-851-5811 (c)
414-881-9581 (c)
414-899-7479 (c)

mdnrohan@gmail.com
genesuehem@wi.rr.com
pms112ws@gmail.com
beatrice2554@gmail.com
dsirovina@icloud.com
bartelll@sbcglobal.net

There are no required Mid-Year reports this year. However, if you would like to keep me informed of
your activity, please send me a report that reflects the program work of your unit and members. Email a
short narrative report and pictures by November 15, 2021 to Department VA&R Chairman Mike Rohan,
mdnrohan@gmail.com.
In the spirit of Service, Not Self,
Mike Rohan, Department Chairman
608-837-9763 (c) - mdnrohan@gmail.com
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CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP
Diana Sirovina, Supervisor
sirovina@att.net ⬧ 414-881-9581
Plans for another Christmas Gift Shop season are underway! It may seem early, but
time goes by so fast and we need lots of time to be sure this great program is successful.
For those who are not familiar with Christmas Gift Shop, this program began a long
time ago. It allows veterans in long-term care facilities to select gifts to send to their loved ones
at Christmas time. Gift Shop volunteers visit the veterans with sample gifts and take their
orders. Gifts are wrapped and returned to the veteran to give to their family when they visit.
The program has changed many times over the years. In the past, members donated items that
were used as gifts. Most recently, due to lack of space to store the items, the exact number of
gifts needed are ordered on Amazon. A large group of very dedicated volunteers meet on a
Sunday morning and wrap all the gifts. The biggest change in this program came last year due
to COVID.
Last year was the first time we were not able to visit our veterans to take their orders. It
was also the first time all the gifts were shipped directly to the veterans’ families. From
conversations with the staff at the various facilities, we will be following the same guidelines
for this years’ program.
The 2021 version of Christmas Gift Shop will continue our long-standing tradition of
providing gifts as we have in the past. Our selection of available gifts will be photographed,
and a “catalog” created for the veterans to view and select their gifts. Staff will assist us in
completing the orders. Items will be ordered, sorted, and prepared for our annual wrapping
day. A group of dedicated Legion Family members will gather to wrap the gifts and pack them
for shipping. A couple trips to the Post Office and UPS will complete the project.
The cost of gifts, wrapping, and shipping are all totally covered by your donations.
Checks payable to ‘ALA-Wisconsin’ should be mailed to Department Headquarters noting
Christmas Gift Shop in the memo field or sending with a Poppy Fund suggested donation
sheet found on the Department website under the forms tab:
(www.amlegionauxwi.org/forms). This program would not be possible without your generous
funding.
Thank you for supporting this program!
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VA&R – SERVICE TO VETERANS
Linda Coppock, Department Chairman
beatrice2554@gmail.com ⬧ 920-851-5811
Salute-Serve-Celebrate!
Service to Veterans is a component of the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation
program which promotes the American Legion Auxiliary mission to support The
American Legion programs and to enhance the lives of veterans, service members and
their families. The focus is on direct service to any veteran who is not related to the
Auxiliary member providing the service.
To honor Department President Diane’s theme this year, we want to be sure to
Salute the good deeds of our members as we continue to advocate for our veterans, our
military, their families, and our communities.
As we Serve, remember to track all hours of service, miles traveled, monies spent,
and monies collected when participating or preparing any activity that benefits our
mission to serve.
Celebrate everything! Veteran’s birthdays, anniversaries, years of service, hours
of preparation, membership milestones, caregivers and all those volunteers serving in
every capacity that help promote what the American Legion Auxiliary continues to do:
support our veterans, our military, their families, and our communities.
As you are preparing to order fabric to make tie-blankets, lap robes or tote bags,
or buying that next skein of yarn to knit or crochet hats, slippers, Afghans, or even
shopping for personal items to be donated to local veterans or the nearest VA facilities,
remember to consider the caregiver to those veterans at home. What are their needs? A
book to read, a chocolate bar, or maybe just a pack of gum?
National President Kathy has asked us to focus on the caregivers to those with
special needs during her year. Many times, we forget that they may need some time
away to have coffee with a friend, to spend a quiet moment alone, or to just take a fiveminute break to call a loved one.
Can you offer to run their errands, arrange for a few hours away to shop for
themselves or to attend church? There are so many ways we serve our veterans and we
do not even realize that some of our actions can be considered an act of service to our
veterans, military, their families, and our communities.
Track your time, money and mileage, and remember to Salute, Serve and
Celebrate. Everything you do counts, everything we do matters!
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VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION
HOMELESS WOMEN VETERANS
Pat Smith, Department Chairman
pms112ws@gmail.com ⬧ 608-786-4441

The very first step is to be aware of the problems women veterans face.
Perhaps the best way to do that is to invite your county service officer to speak at a
unit or county meeting or a representative from a veterans’ service group.
The next step is getting the information out to those who need it. Naturally
you wonder how could we do that? Have a rummage sale with a special section for
women veterans that offers feminine health and beauty supplies (lotions, shampoo,
conditioner, toothpaste and brushes, deodorant, etc.) at very reasonable prices. How
about a get-to-know- you potluck? Holiday Craft Fairs are here. Why not sponsor a
mitten, hat or scarf tree? Donations could go to a homeless shelter or your local VA
hospital.
On Poppy distribution day, advertise that part of your donations are going to
support the Homeless Women Veterans Grant Fund as well as our VA hospitals. The
Homeless Women Veterans Grant Fund can be found on the Poppy Fund suggested
donation sheet located on the Department website (www.amlegionauxwi.org/forms)
under the forms tab.
This fund helps women veterans who are at risk of becoming homeless.
Unfortunately, this has become an even bigger problem with the covid pandemic and
with the cutback in jobs.
Please be generous in your thoughts and donations. Have fun working for our
women veterans!
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HISTORY
Sue Hembrook, Department Historian
genesuehem@wi.rr.com
We may all be asking, why do our units, districts, etc. need to keep an ongoing
history of our projects, accomplishments and yes even our failures? It is because by building
on our past that we construct our future. It would be encouraging if all would look at their
past histories and share them at a meeting. It is always interesting to see what
accomplishments have been achieved. It may even spark new interest in a project even
though it may have to be adapted for the current circumstances. Pictures and newspaper
clippings are always wonderful so that we can indeed “look back.”
The current pandemic situation has brought out many innovative and creative ways
for us to serve our veterans, military, their families and our communities. In 20-50 years,
our members will be able to relate to the creativeness expressed by our current members.
The following quote sums it up, “If you don’t know history, then you don’t know anything.
You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of a tree.” ~ Michael Crichton

VA&R – HOSPITAL VOLUNTEERS
Sue Hembrook, Director of Hospital Volunteers
genesuehem@wi.rr.com
This past 18 or so months has been very hard on our hospitalized veterans and our
hospital volunteers. For the most part, the volunteers are not allowed in their facilities.
While this is understandable as it is for the safety of the patients, it is hard on our dedicated
members that volunteer. Hopefully, things will change soon but with the new variants, that
date is looking farther and farther in the future.
We ask what we can do!! The hospital wish lists are being published in the Unit
Mailing. Please look at them and see what you or your unit can do to provide some of these
items. We want our hospitalized veterans to know that we are thinking of them during this
time. When items are given out at the facilities our group is always mentioned. The staff
are always appreciative of any donations and share with the residents who the donor was.
Besides the items listed on the wish lists, cash donations are always welcome.
Checks should be made payable to “ALA-WI” and mailed to ALA-Wisconsin, PO Box
140, Portage WI 53901 using a Poppy Fund Suggested Donation Sheet located on the
Department website under the forms tab: (www.amlegionauxwi.org/forms) to ensure your
donation is used as intended. Many last-minute circumstances allow our Hospital Reps and
Deps the ability to provide individualized items to our veterans. Please contact me or any
of the Hospital Representatives if you have any questions.
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Thank you for
serving our
country and
protecting our
freedoms!
Especially made for you from

American Legion Auxiliary

A time to Honor,
A time to Remember

CHIPPEWA FALLS Veterans Home
2021-2022 Wish List
Suggested donations:
• Playing cards (no casino ones)
• Puzzle books (all kind large print)
• New Razors (must be cordless)
• Crayola large markers (use them for bingo sheets-no cards)
• Paint sets (can be found at Dollar Tree)
• Canvas boards (can be found at Dollar Tree)
• 6 package of candy bars (all kinds)
• Grandma cookies (can be found at Wal Mart)
• Sugar Free candy
• Single wrapped candy
• Denture cleaning tablets
• Toothpaste
• Alcohol-Free mouth wash (Wal-Mart brand)
• Alcohol Free after shave
• Women & Men watches
• Women and Men’s body wash
• Fancy scarfs (Women)
• Ankle socks for women (large sizes)
• Fancy or warm night wear for women (sizes XL and up)
• Pajamas for men (sizes X-large – 4X)
• Men socks (Large)
• Women & Men’s hooded sweatshirts (sizes XL – XXL)
• Sweatshirts and pants (will accept all sizes but would prefer larger sizes)
• Any PACKERS, BADGERS, BUCKS clothing (sizes L and up)
I would like to request that Units send cards signed by your Unit for all holidays-cards can be put
in one envelope and send to the address below. We have many who receive no mail at the
holidays.
Please contact representative before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Monetary donations for the Chippewa Falls Veterans Home should be payable to ALAWisconsin and mailed to ALA Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage WI 53901-0140.
Please use the 2021-2022 Poppy Fund Donation sheet #4416 (found on the Dept website
www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).
All other donations should be sent to:
Chippewa Falls Veterans Home
c/o Nancy Randen, Representative
2175 E Park Avenue, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
Email: naranden@hotmail.com
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Kenosha Outreach
Dayton Care Facility
2021-2022 Wish List
The following are some items that we could use at the Dayton Care Facility. We appreciate
everything that is done for us. Although we have quite a few craft kits, we are always in need
of more. We could desperately use hats, mittens, scarves or gloves as we are fast approaching
winter and there never seems to be enough to go around. Also socks and underwear are
always a necessity, these items must be new.
Below are some of the general items we need:
Alcohol Free - Pre-shave and After Shave lotion
Liquid Soap
All in one Shampoo/Body Soap – liquid
Caps, scarves & mittens or gloves
Dental Floss
Denture Cleanser & Adhesive
Deodorant
Disposable Razors
Foot Powder
Hairbrushes/combs
Hand Lotion
Mouth Wash – alcohol free
Colored Pencils
Pencils and Pencil sharpeners

Eye Glass Cleaner/Wipes
Stamps
Men’s Hair Ties
Greeting Cards
Chapstick
Shoe Laces
Handkerchiefs
Tissues
Quarter Length Socks
Underwear (all sizes)
Batteries (all sizes)
Hand Sanitizer
Ink pens
Lanyards

We are also looking for any craft kits such as:
• Paint by Number Kits
• Model Kits
• Any loose craft supplies
Please contact representative before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Monetary donations for the Dayton Care Center should be payable to ALA-Wisconsin and
mailed to ALA Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage WI 53901-0140. Please use
the 2021-2022 Poppy Fund Donation sheet #4412 (found on the Dept website
www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).
Thank you for your generosity in supplying our veterans with any of the items that you are able.
Sincerely,
Sue Hembrook

Email: genesuehem@wi.rr.com or Ph: 262-843-4791
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Wisconsin Veterans Home at KING
2021-2022 Wish List
NON-MONETARY
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

MISCELLANEOUS

Puzzle books (large print word search, sudoku
& crosswords)
Large print playing cards
Wireless headphones for TV watching
DVD's and audio books on CDs
Ipod shuffles w/headphones (soft kind/
not ear buds)
Sensory items (scented hand lotions, new and
realistic looking interactive/soothing stuffed
animals – no teddy bears, cartoon characters,
children's type stuffed animals)
Easy paint by number kits
Jigsaw puzzles of 100 or less pieces (animals
or scenic/NO children's cartoon characters)
Bags of individually wrapped chocolate candy
Cans of coffee

PERSONAL CARE ITEMS
•
•
•
•
•

Alcohol free aftershave gel & mouthwash
Facial tissue (Kleenex or Puffs)
Women's body wash (Dove preferred)
Men's body wash (Old Spice preferred)
Body Lotion

•
•

Walker and wheelchair bags
Pocketalker personal amplifier

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clothing & shoes
Expired food
Household items
Incontinence products
Linens
Medical Supplies
Nail clippers
Pianos
Used greeting cards
Used stuffed animals

CASH DONATIONS*
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Funds for Operation Veteran Centric Makeover
Funds for Olson Hall activities
Funds for Ainsworth Hall activities
Funds for Special Care Unit activities
Funds for MacArthur Hall activities
Funds for Stordock Hall activities
Funds for Holiday Cheer (all holidays)
Funds for Home Exchange Activities

Please contact staff before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Please drop off donations at the Marden Public and Information Office or mail to:
Wisconsin Veterans Home at King, Attn: Marden Donation Center,
N2665 County Road QQ, King, WI 54946
Nicholas Peskie, Donation Specialist ~ 715-256-5020
Hours of Operation: Monday – Sunday, 8:00am to 3:30pm
If the hours do not work for you, please call the Donation Specialist to make an appointment

*Cash Donations:
Donations in any amount are greatly appreciated Checks should be made payable to ALA-Wisconsin and
mailed to ALA Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage WI 53901-0140. Please use the 2021-2022
Poppy Fund Donation sheet #4407 (found on the Dept website www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).
Nancy Neuroth, Hospital Representative
nneuroth@gmail.com ⬧ 715-281-4388
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William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital, Madison
2021-2022 Wish List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading Glasses all strengths
Suduko Books
Word Search books
(baby) Diapers all sizes
Baby wipes
Hardcover reading books, general reading
Sweatpants (XL – 4XL)

Please contact representative before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Monetary donations for the Wm. S. Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital should be payable to
ALA-Wisconsin and mailed to ALA Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage WI
53901-0140. Please use the 2021-2022 Poppy Fund Donation sheet #4405 (found on the
Department website www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab). Any questions, call 608280-7050.
All other donations should be sent to:
Sheila Frye, Hospital Deputy
7725 Radcliffe Drive Apt C
Madison WI 53719
shebrat73@charter.net ⬧ 608-203-5462
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MINNEAPOLIS VA MEDICAL CENTER
2021-2022 Needs List
Gift Card Suggestions for Minneapolis Veterans
Gift Cards in $25.00 denominations or more can be used by Veterans for a variety of needs. This could include but
is not limited to new shoes, interview clothing, haircuts, uniforms, work boots, scrubs, household supplies, food and
leisure pursuits. Gas cards can help a Veteran get to work or help a Veteran’s family get to and from the medical
center during long periods of hospitalization or while their Veteran is in Hospice Care. Examples:
VISA Gift Cards
GROCERY Gift Cards
METRO TRANSIT PASSES

TARGET Gift Cards
WALMART Gift Cards
$10 & $20 Gas Card

Material Donation Suggestions for Minneapolis Veterans
Thank you for your interest in the needs of the Veteran patients treated at the Minneapolis VA Health Care
System (MVAHCS). The following is a list you can use as a guide for our special needs, program support
and/or equipment. None of these items are available through our operating budget.
Patriotic Twin Size Quilts for Veterans on palliative and hospice care.
New Duffle Bags or Backpacks
Phillips Speech Exec Pro Dictate Model PSE8000
Patient Needs - ONLY NEW CLOTHING CAN BE ACCEPTED
• White “T” shirts (larger sizes)
• Hair brushes – natural bristles only
• Men’s Boxers/Briefs (all sizes, most of our
• Decaf coffee
Veterans are large or bigger)
• Shampoo – small
• Sweat Pants & Shirts (all sizes, most of our
• Deodorant – small
Veterans are large or bigger)
• Small games & puzzles
• Men’s long underwear (all sizes, most of our
• Disposable razors (2 blades)
Veterans are large or bigger)
• Toothbrushes
• Men’s Winter Gloves & Caps
• Toothpaste – small size
• Chapstick
• Emery boards
• Polident or Efferdent denture cream
• Heart monitor cover bag
• Cribbage board – travel size
• Trachea bibs (stoma covers)
Please contact representative before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Monetary donations for the Minneapolis VA Health Care System should be payable to ALA-Wisconsin and
mailed to ALA Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage, WI 53901-0140. Please use the 2021-2022
Poppy Fund Donation sheet #4410 (found on the Dept website www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).
For all other donations, make check out to MVAHCS and include a note identifying what you wish to support:
Veteran Emergency Needs Fund (8040); Patient Recreation (8148); Women Veterans Fund (8203); Fisher
House (8209) and sent to: Minneapolis VA Health Care System, Voluntary Services, Mary Ann Davis, One
Veterans Drive, Minneapolis, MN 55417.
Department of Wisconsin Hospital Representative
Jeanne Williams
1108aa@msn.com ⬧ 612-532-7248

Thank you for supporting our nation’s Veterans!
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OSCAR G. JOHNSON MEDICAL CENTER
2021-2022 NEEDS LIST
For those organizations or individuals who inquire as to our needs, the following is a list you can use as a guide for
our special needs, program support and/or equipment. None of these items are available through our normal budget.
Please note ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTABLE.

Most needed items
•
•
•

Model glue for plastic and classic car & airplane models*
Lego kits (small to medium sets – more adult style*
Craft items: Styrofoam/balsa wood & wood (for small wood crafts)*

General Medical Center (CLC. 4-East, Homeless and Outpatient areas)
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gift Cards for food, gas or toiletries (McDonalds, Subway, Taco Bell, Super One, Econo Foods, Wal- Mart,
Gas Cards (BP, Shell, Krist, and Holiday)
Sweatshirts and Pants (Female sizes M, L, XL and Male sizes S to 4XL)
Warm Socks (white crew)
Hats & Gloves (Male and Female – all sizes)
Undershirts, Panties, Boxers (Male and Female – all sizes)
4’ Pre-lit Christmas Trees with decorations
Electric Shavers

Homeless Veteran Support
•
•
•

Cell phones with prepaid minute cards
Marq-Tran Travel Tickets (Marquette Transit Authority, 906-225-1112)
Walmart and grocery store gift cards

Oncology Comfort Kits
•

Neck Pillows, Blankets, Hand Sanitizer, Hats/Gloves, Journals, Crossword/Puzzle Books

Women's Wellness
• Welcome "kits" for new female patients (coffee cups, first aid kits, pens, journals, stress balls)
• Stretchy socks/slippers
• Hair "picks", Rat Tail Combs, Barrettes, Hair rubber bands
• Pink Sponge Rollers and small barrel curling iron for female Veterans (CLC)
• Baby items (no knitted blankets, etc)
Physical Therapy
• Strings (like shoestrings) to tie item to walkers and wheelchairs.
• Wheelchair bags (approximately 18" to 20" wide x 18" with strings for attachment.
• Walker bags (approximately 14" wide x 14" deep with strings for attachment.
• Wheelchair ditty bags, about 12" wide x 5" deep with strings for attachment.
Please contact representative before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Monetary donations for the Oscar G. Johnson USVAMC should be payable to ALA-Wisconsin and mailed to ALA
Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage WI 53901-0140. Please use the 2021-2022 Poppy Fund Donation sheet
#4411 (found on the Dept website www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at (906) 774-3300 x32780 or x32781. Thank you for your interest
in donating to the Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Center to support Veteran care!
ALA Department of Wisconsin
Anna Wender, Hospital Representative
annhummingbird@gmail.com ⬧ 715-923-1353

Packages can be sent to:
Katie Maxon, Chief of Voluntary Services
Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical Center
325 East H Street (135), Iron Mountain, MI 49801
Ph: 906-774-3300 ext 32781
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Hospital Needs-Tomah VA Medical Center
Items Enjoyed And Used By Our Veterans During Their Hospital Stay
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coffee (regular & decaf)
Hot chocolate
Coffee Filters
iTune gift cards (for music
therapy & music memory
programs)
NEW Re-usable water bottles
and insulated mugs
Bags of Chocolate (no nuts)
$10 Kwik Trip Cards

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clothing:
Writing notebooks
• Men’s & Women’s Sweatpants
Crossword & word search
• Colored pocket t-shirts
puzzle books
(NEW)Socks (NEW)
Adult Coloring Books &
• Underwear (NEW - any size)
Colored Pencils
Postage stamps - "Forever"
• Tennis shoes (all sizes)
Walmart gift cards
• Large duffle bags
(for welfare needs)
• Gloves/Mittens
Stress Balls
300 LARGE Piece
(EZ Grip) Puzzles

Outpatients: HUD-VASH /Homeless Program
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Bed sheets (NEW) - Queen & Twin sets
Pillows (NEW)
Towels & wash cloths - bath & kitchen (NEW)
Cleaning supplies (sprays, wipes, sponges, etc)
Brooms/dust pans
Garbage Cans & Garbage bags
Paper Towels
Shower curtains/Shower Liners/
Shower Curtain Rings

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laundry detergent
Dish Soap
Swiffer for mopping floors
Vacuums
Large Box Fans
Microwaves
Crockpot

Any of these items can be donated in-kind and in any quantities. They will be distributed accordingly to the Veteran
and/or program needs. Monetary donations are also welcome in any amount and we will be used to purchase
needs.
Please contact representative before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Monetary donations for the Tomah VAMC should be payable to ALA-Wisconsin and mailed to ALA Department
Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage WI 53901-0140. Please use the 2021-2022 Poppy Fund Donation sheet
#4406 (found on the Dept website www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).

When making in-kind donations, please, only new or gently used items. Linens (sheets, blankets, pillows
and towels) must be NEW!
Personal care items are no longer needed, as they are being supplied by the Medical Center (i.e.shampoo,
lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, etc.).
All in-kind donations should be brought or mailed to: Tomah VA Medical Center (135), 500 E. Veterans Street,
Tomah, WI 54660. The office is located in building 407, room 1739.
All Donors should call Voluntary Services office prior to coordinating any donation drive or delivery
to ensure to can accept the items as needs change – 608-372-1727
Pat Flanders, Hospital Representative
patorcutt@hotmail.com ⬧ 608-377-3905
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Wisconsin Veterans Home at UNION GROVE
2021-2022 Wish List
Boland and Gates Hall and Fairchild Hall
(Homeless Veterans and Recovery Facility)

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Diabetic socks (black/sizes large & extra-large)
Ice cream and toppings for ice cream socials
Regular and Fun size candy bars (No nuts)
Bags of individual wrapped candy (regular and sugar free)
Diet and regular soda (Root beer, orange 7Up, grape Pepsi, Coke, Dr. Pepper)
Pretzels, cheese balls, chips, puffed corn, fritos, doritos
Kleenex (No lotion or aloe)
Pudding snack pack cups (variety of flavors -Regular and Sugar Free)
Jello Cups (variety of flavors- regular and sugar free)
Lemonade, Crystal light containers (regular and sugar free)
Snacks/treats (everything has to be individually wrapped/bagged, pudding cups)
Red licorice
Beverages for Bingo (root beer - regular and diet, juice boxes all flavors)
For the Pub: beer (Coors, Miller Light, O’Doul’s, MGD, Bud Light, Miller High Life)
Funds to support activities, supplies or special meals and events

Please contact representative before donating items to ensure the item is still needed.
Monetary donations for Wisconsin Veterans Home at Union Grove should be payable
to ALA-Wisconsin and mailed to ALA Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage
WI 53901-0140. Please use the 2021-2022 Poppy Fund Donation sheet #4415 (found
on the Dept website www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).
Please do not send money or gift cards directly to any facility. Department has no way
of tracking these donations and we are not able to properly thank the Units that are
making these donations.
At this time, the facility does not need any reading books, clothing, lap robes,
puzzles, personal hygiene supplies, wheel- chairs, electric scooters, walkers, crutches,
table games, magazines, or VHS tapes.
Many Units have delivered items to my home and I am more than happy to deliver on
your behalf. If you choose to make a delivery on your own, contact me at 262-8945420 for specific instructions or if you have any questions.
Mary-Ellen Crandall, Hospital Representative
dabs1951@yahoo.com ⬧ 262-894-5420
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CLEMENT J. ZABLOCKI V.A. MEDICAL CENTER
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN
HOSPITAL NEEDS
Item donations drop off hours are Monday through Friday between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. at the Voluntary Service office located at:
Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical Center
5000 W. National Ave
Building 70, Room C-16
414-384-2000 ext. 41803
Call Voluntary Service first to see if your items are still needed at this time.

Needed year round:
Toiletries:
Regular size body wash/shampoo/body lotion/bar soap (Dove soap is appreciated)
Razors (3 blades or more)
Chapstick/lip balm
Deodorant (men’s & women’s)

Men’s:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New socks (white, dress, winter)
New undershirts (M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New underwear (L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New T-shirts (S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New sweatpants (M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New Athletic Shorts (M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New sweatshirts (M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New Athletic shoes (size 9-13)
Seasonal Coats (L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)

Women’s:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New underwear (size 5, 6, 7, 8, 9)
New bras
New socks (white, dress)
New sweatpants/ yoga pants (S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New Athletic Shorts (S, M, L, XL, 2XL)
New sweatshirts (M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New T-shirts (S, M, L, XL, 2XL, 3XL)
New Athletic shoes (all sizes)
Seasonal Coats (all sizes)

Donations for HEART PILLOWS @ $15. We use a case of 10 a month
Monetary donations for wish list items.

*** We are unable to accept the following:
Any Used Clothing: Shoes,
Socks & Undergarments
Houseware items
VHS Tapes

Medical Equipment (to include beds,
wheelchairs, walkers, etc
Used Bedding/Blankets
Baseball Cards

Electronics
Off season clothing
Stamp or Coin Collections

Monetary donations for the Zablocki Memorial VAMC should be payable to ALA-Wisconsin and
mailed to ALA Department Headquarters, PO Box 140, Portage WI 53901-0140. Please use the
2021-2022 Poppy Fund Donation sheet #4404 (found on the Dept website
www.amlegionauxwi.org under the Forms tab).
Bonnie Jakubczyk, Hospital Representative
Ph:414 531-7890
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Red Book Corrections
Pg. 16 Maggie Geiger’s email address is maggieg4ala@gmail.com
Pg. 18 Diana Sirovina’s email address is: dsirovina@icloud.com
Pg. 19 Daralyn Wessels’ email address is: daralynwessels5@gmail.com
updated 9/28/2021

DATES & DEADLINES
Last updated 9/29/2021
(subject to change)
2021
DATES

EVENT

Oct 2, 2021

ALA in the Know Session

Oct 9, 2021

ALA in the Know Session

Oct 16, 2021

ALA in the Know Session

Oct 16, 2021

8th District Fall Conference

Oct 23, 2021

ALA in the Know Session

Oct 23, 2021

6th District Fall Conference

LOCATION
American Legion Post 38
3220 W College Avenue, Appleton WI
American Legion Post 449
3245 N 124th Street, Brookfield WI
American Legion Post 306
518 Water Street, Green Lake WI
Crystal Falls Banquet Hall
1500 Handschke Drive, New London, WI
American Legion Post 121
121 N Main Street, River Falls WI
American Legion Post 70
1332 Spruce Street, Oshkosh, WI

2022
January 13-16, 2022
April 2-3, 2022
April 9-10, 2022

American Legion Midwinter Conference

Ho-Chunk Casino & Conference Center
S3214 County Hwy BD, Baraboo, WI

Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary

New London Lanes

Bowling Tournament

106 E Wolf River Avenue, New London, WI

Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary

New London Lanes

Bowling Tournament

106 E Wolf River Avenue, New London, WI
American Legion Post 375

May 7, 2022

1st District Spring Conference

May 14, 2022

4th

May 21, 2022

Sweat-4-Vets Post-to-Post Walk

June 19-24, 2022

ALA Badger Girls State

July 14-17, 2022

Legion Family Department Convention

Green Bay, WI

Aug 26-Sep 1, 2022

Legion Family National Convention

Milwaukee, WI

District Spring Conference

627 E Veterans Way, Mukwonago, WI
To be Determined
American Legion Post 288
W57N481 Hilbert Avenue, Cedarburg, WI
UW-Oshkosh
Oshkosh, WI

