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MEMORANDUM 
 
FROM:  Linda Boone, National Secretary 
 
DATE:  June  2021 
 
SUBJECT:  COVID Restrictions & Waiver Information 

 
 
As The American Legion has stated, per the City of Phoenix, and in order for our National Convention to 
take place, we must enforce the city’s restrictions and mandates. In order to attend this year, one must 
adhere to those restrictions, mandates, and sign a waiver, regardless of vaccination status. This is a fluid 
situation, and items could change, thus flexibility and adaptability will be needed. All items are subject 
to change. We will do our best to communicate those items via email as soon as we know, as well as 
update the necessary website documents. 
 
Items to know regarding COVID restrictions and National Convention:  
 

 Anyone desiring to attend National Convention must pre-register with your department. No 
onsite walk-in registrations will be accepted this year. 
 

 Per the City of Phoenix, our event must be a private event, which means you must be an 
American Legion Family member with a membership number in order to physically attend the 
National Convention at the Phoenix Convention Center (PCC) or be an invited Distinguished 
Guest from National Headquarters. Example provided: Jane Smith is an Auxiliary member and an 
Alternate (name is listed in the registration system) with Dept XYZ. Her husband Joe is NOT a 
member. Therefore, he cannot be in attendance inside the PCC. Per the City of Phoenix, our 
event must be a private event, thus one must be a member to attend. Another example: Jane 
Smith is an Auxiliary member and an Alternate (name is listed in the registration system) with 
Dept XYZ. Her husband, Joe, is an American Legion member, has a membership number, but is 
not a Delegate or Alternate.  He can still attend as a guest. His name would be in the registration 
system (his name would be listed on the guest portion) under “guest with Dept XYZ” and can 
attend convention.       

 

 Anyone attending National Convention, per the City of Phoenix, MUST sign the waiver to attend 
convention. The waiver should be kept on file with you and your department and readily 
available if needed at convention.   
    

Important notice from American Legion National Judge Advocate Kevin Bartlett 
Per the City of Phoenix (the owners of the Phoenix Convention Center) the attached ( COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 
RELATED – HOLD HARMLESS, RELEASE, WAIVER OF LIABILITY AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT) (“Document”) must be 
filled out and signed by each and every person attending The American Legion Family 2021 National 



Convention. This signed document must be on file with your department in order to receive one’s convention badge 
and credentials.  
 
As of May 25, 2021, all National Convention attendees shall sign this document, submit to on-site daily 
temperature checks, answer basic COVID-19 questions, and wear a face covering or mask at all times (except when 
actively eating or drinking) or be refused entrance into the Phoenix Convention Center by the City of Phoenix 
directive.  
 
If these requirements solely established by the City of Phoenix change prior to the National Convention, your 
National Headquarters staff will publish the change.  
 
We thank all of you in advance to upholding the laws of the local community, Phoenix, Arizona. 
 

Question: Husband and wife — do they each have to sign their own form? Yes, every person 
must sign their own waiver and provide their own membership number. 
 

 When you come to the NHQ office onsite to pickup your registration materials,the Events Team 
will certify that all individuals listed in the registration form have provided you with the 
completed signed waiver. Keep those on file with you at National Convention.     

  

 Review the COVID procedures and see what is expected. Temperature checks upon ENTRY, basic 
COVID-19 questions, face coverings/masks worn each day, 6 ft physical distancing.      
 

 Departments are responsible for communicating and ensuring all registered Auxiliary members 
receive these restrictions and mandates too.     
 

 Registration bags will still be provided (sponsored by USAA). Every precautionary measure and 
step is taken in the pre-stuffing of bags with the proper PPE. In each bag will be 5 masks (sealed 
in Ziploc-type bag) provided to each attendee to supplement their mask inventory. During 
distribution of badges and packets, these same precautionary measures will be in place.     
 

 For registration material pickup at the NHQ office, you will be able to request a time for your 
pickup. In order to reduce bottlenecking and adhere to physical distancing, we will confirm your 
exact pickup time by Monday, August 23, via email. As always, you may request to have your 
items delivered. Please check with your department adjutant as your pickup/delivery must be 
the same. Your items will not be delivered if your department adjutant has not chosen that 
option.  If delivered, we ask the same precautionary measures and steps are taken (masks, 
physical distancing, gloves).    

  

 Only the main doors of each building of the Phoenix Convention Center will be open. 
 

 At this time, shuttles will adhere to physical distancing too, thus half capacity for each trip. Plan 
accordingly. All drivers will be vaccinated. 
 

 The Joint Patriotic Memorial Service will adhere to physical distancing. There will be an overflow 
room to watch the streaming of this event. More information forthcoming. 

  

 SMARTPHONE CONVENTION APP will be forthcoming and recommended to use. Per the City of 
Phoenix, the use of digital technology for handouts is needed. This reduces the amount of touch 



points. The app will go live about 1-2 weeks before National Convention and be the preferred 
distribution method of information. Some information will still need to be provided as tangible 
documents (e.g. reports); however, the convention agenda, etc., will be digital. 
 

 Exact meeting room locations will be communicated on/after August 2. A tentative schedule of 
events can be found on the website. 
 

 The national hospitality suites will adhere to physical distancing and precautionary measures. 
More information forthcoming. The same is recommended for departments. 

 

 NO PARADE, NO BAND CONTEST, NO CHAPLAINS BREAKFAST, NO ANAVICUS BREAKFAST. 
ANAVICUS will be an invitation-only beverage reception for inductees. 
  

 The Phoenix Convention Center is a city-owned building. We must abide by their mandates. It 
does not matter what any other STATE, CITY, or VENUE is doing – the Phoenix Convention 
Center set its own rules/mandates, and we must comply. The restrictions we are providing to all 
attendees are the City of Phoenix restrictions in order for an event to take place. We have no 
choice but to comply if we want to meet and have our convention. Therefore, I, Chairman 
Walton, have briefed many times, one must adhere to all restrictions and mandates and if not, 
perhaps one stay home and will see you next year.      
 
We thank you all for your flexibility, understanding, and patience as we all navigate our way to 
August in order to have a National Convention.  – Convention Comission Chairman Walton, 
American Legion 

 
 


