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Honor Our Country, Support Our Veterans

If you attended the 8th District Fall Conference, I hope you found it informative. Department 
Commander Nathan Bond delivered an inspiring welcome. Mary Dulske, volunteer 
coordinator at King, told us about the many, many ways to volunteer at King; not just in time 
but with donations. We brainstormed ways to act on President Sue’s theme: Honor our 
Country, Support our veterans. Lots of good ideas. During lunch, several attendees took a 
tour of the Commandants House which is undergoing major upgrades. After lunch, Kelly 
Nelson, author of Brownie the War Dog, told us the background for her book. There was truly 
an all out effort from everyone during WWII to make sure we won that war. Thanks to Iola 
Post 14 for hosting a great conference. 

I’m still looking for District chairpersons for Children & Youth, Education, Junior Activities, 
Leadership, National Security, Poppy*, Public Relations*, and VA&R. *These are the chairs I 
really need to fill. These chairs have full support from Department. There are PEPs (program 
engagement plan) on the Department website that explains the program and duties. Most 
have a FaceBook page. There may be zoom meetings several times a year. Please consider 
serving in this capacity. 

Changes are coming in reporting! It will be streamlined. There are other changes too. 
Everything has not been finalized at this time but will be by Mid Winter. Plan on attending Mid 
Winter January 15-18 at Oneida Casino in Green Bay to learn what’s changing. After all, 
reporting will start several weeks later. Be prepared. Commander Bond will present “How the 
Legion Family works together. A full agenda for the weekend will be published soon

Department is asking all unit presidents and membership chairs to check their members email 
address, phone and street address to make sure they are updated and correct. Send any 
changes to Andrea Stoltz. 

Membership: Wisconsin is currently third nationally and first in Central Division. Let’s move up 
nationally. Congratulations to Mosinee on attaining 100% for 2026. Let’s get those 
memberships in! Units have opportunities to win money and members could win lots of 
goodies for Department Convention, including a free nights stay. 

Exec Team profiles:correction from last month Fran Bender, 1st Vice President. 
I have been a member of the ALA since 2002. My eligibility is through my husband, Command 
Sergeant Major Raymond Bender, retired 31 years. In 2013 I became membership chair until 
this year. I have been historian, 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President and Sergeant at Arms. I 
was elected to Unit 10 President for the 2025-2027 term. I also am a representative for 
Badger Girl State and scholarships since 2013. 

Sorry Fran for the mistake. 



Exec Team Profiles: Linda Tryczak, Legislative Chair. I am currently the Department and 
District Chair for Community Service. I am my unit’s 1st vice and membership chair. Recently I 
held the positions of District president, secretary and Legislative chair. At the unit level I held 
president, 1st vice president, 2nd vice president and Poppy chair. 
Please read the paragraph below and see the attachments for ideas and inspiration about 
community Service. 

Community Service News from Linda. When doing community Service, please take lots of 
pictures and submit with a description of the event and send to tryczak.l@gmail.com All 
pictures must be in digital format. 
Community Service Ideas: Members, volunteer at libraries, food pantrys, domestic violence 
shelters. Senior citizen centers and nursing homes (King is a great place to start). Represent 
the ALA on local boards and committees. Units, purchase Auxiliary apparel for members to 
wear when volunteering, Attend and represent the American Legion Family at community 
events like parades. 
Don’t forget to record your hours and report your activities. 

What’s Up?
This is where you can list upcoming events for your unit, post, squadron or Riders. Send your 
upcoming events to ALALWIDist8@gmail.com by the third week of the month and it will be in 
the monthly newsletter. 

November 1: Fremont Unit 391 Chili Supper, Pie Social and Raffle at the AL Hall, 
322 Waupaca St. Fremont. Serving 3:00 – 6:00 or gone.

November 8: Veterans Day Dinner at the Riverdeck in Fremont. 
Social hour, Dinner and music after with prizes. Fun starts at 5:00. 

Dec 13: Wreaths across America at King Veterans Home. 
Service begins at 10:00 with wreath laying to following

April 11-12: Wausau unit 10 is hosting the ALA State Bowling Tournament
at Weston Lanes. Get your teams together! 

Dates to Remember
October – Breast Cancer Awareness month
October – Domestic Violence Awareness month
October – National Bullying Prevention Month
October 13, 2025 – Navy’s Birthday (1775)
October 26, Day of the Deployed
October 27, 2025 – Navy Day
October 29, 2025 – Public Relations Zoom Chat
                                                                                                   

District Email
ALAWIDist8@gmail.com 

Unit Officers:
Kay Grosskopf, President,

715-881-1843
Fran Bender, 1st VP/Membership

csmrb@charter.net
Chris Mertes, 2nd VP

Ruth Henkelman, Chaplain
rrrhenk35@gmail.com 

Amanda Szalewski Secretary
badger_girl2005@live.com

Lorrie Barber, Treasurer
Lorrie.barber@gmail.com 

Diane Kranig, Parliamentarian
DianeQltr@hotmail.com 

Denise Belongia, Historian
dbbelongia56@gmail.com
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The purpose of the Community Service program is to mobilize the American Legion Family, 

the veteran and military community, and the general population of the community to provide 

services directed to veterans, active-duty service members, and their families. 

This program includes development, implementation and monitoring of community service 

activities that promote economic security and offer assistance for veterans, active-duty 

service members and their families, and the homeless veteran while positioning the American 

Legion Auxiliary as a one stop shop organization to assist them in meeting their needs. 

Auxiliary units should encourage the public to assist in this endeavor. 

  

Resources: 

How to Mobilize Community Support for Those Who Serve 

How to Partner with Organizations for Community Outreach 

How to Participate in the 9/11 National Day of Service 

How to Participate in a Martin Luther King Jr Day of Service 

  

2025-2026 National Community Service Program Awards Deadlines and Submission 

Requirements 

Thank you for taking the time to share a favorite story about the positive impact you or 

someone you know has had on our mission! Your story may inspire another member into 

service. It also helps us tell the world who we are, what we do, and why we matter.  

Here are the national awards for this committee: 

Unit Award: Most Outstanding Unit Community Service Program in Central Division 

All unit entries must be submitted to the department chairman by April 1st using the entry form 

in the Community Service Program Engagement Plan. 

Authorization to Release Personal Information: 

Award submissions become property of the American Legion Auxiliary. Through submission of 

reports and award entries, the submitter grants non-exclusive reproduction and publication 

rights to the materials submitted and agrees to have their names and submission published 

for ALA use or commercial use without additional compensation or permission. 

Please fill out the information as completely and accurately as possible. Award certificates will 

be completed using the information provided on the entry form, so please be sure to complete 

it in its entirety.  Please refer to the webpage for specific criteria such as photographs, 

narrative length, submission deadline, and point of contact. All awards will be mailed to the 

department office after ALA National Convention. 














