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Comrades: 

We had such a fantastic 3rd District Legion Family Conference in Fennimore on the 20th of April.  
What a great turnout and fantastic conference.  We had several leaders speak to us about their 
candidacy for higher office.  We heard from Department Commander Karl Stuvengen about all of our 
Legion programs, about the importance of BeTheOne.  We had Vice Commander Jim Johnson who is 
running for Department Commander speak about his personal experience as he joined our great 
organization and the drive to continue to serve.  John Armbruster gave an awesome presentation at 
lunch time. We heard reports about our programs and the important work being done across the 
District and Department.  We were able to present awards to the Of the Year Award Winners.  Thank 
you to everyone who made the conference such a success.   

Congratulations to 1st Vice Commander Dan O’Brien and Mike Rohan on their elections to the 
high offices of 3rd District Commander and 3rd District 1st Vice Commander respectively.  Our 
District could not be in better hands.    
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Please continue to ask Veterans to join our great organization. While you are talking to Veterans 
please talk to them about the opportunities for the entire family to serve – Auxiliary, Riders, and Sons 
of the American Legion.  Thank you to every Post that is working hard to keep the members that are 
Members already as well as recruiting new members.  We all need to be active, relevant, and visible. 
We have to continue asking people to join our Legion Family.   



Congratulations and thank you to the 3rd District Posts that have hit 100% already – Stoughton, 
Mount Horeb, Cambridge, Marshall, Black Earth, DeForest, Waunakee, Verona, Platteville, 
Lancaster, Bloomington, Mount Hope, Cassville, Potosi, Brodhead, Shullsburg, Blanchardville, 
Argyle, Benton, and Lone Rock.  Several Posts are within just a few members to reach 100%, keep 
up the great work.  We Can Do This!  Grant County is leading the way. 

I see so many great things going on around the District.  Please continue promoting our great 
organization. We serve all Veterans and no place is that more evident than in the 3rd District.  

Thank you. 

 

                       

Commander Steven Post of American Legion Post 473 , Potosi; awards Ted Bode with a 50 year membership 
certificate.  Ted is also presented with a Quilt of Valor for his service in Vietnam with the CB's. 
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D3 Auxiliary Newsletter      President Karen Runk  
 

District 3 Units have done amazing fundraising events and activities!  How exciting to see their success depicted on 

trifold displays at our 2024 spring conference.  Units worked the Americanism program through essays, flag programs, 

parades and honoring our heroes in cemeteries across the district.  The Children and Youth programs were strong across 

the district.  Units in Dane County coordinated with their schools and military families to support & recognize military 

children by celebrating Purple Up! Day in April.  Units in Lafayette, Crawford, Richland, Grant, Dane and Iowa counties 

assisted their communities in parades, scholarships, fundraisers, giving trees, Christmas programs & breakfasts and so 

much more.  In addition to offering $15,000 in scholarships, Units in district 3 invested over $18,000 and 1800 hours in 

Children & Youth programs!  Additionally, Children Welfare Fund (CWF) donations were collected at spring conference in 

observance of American Legion Family Day, April 27th. 

 

Approximately 80 Auxiliary members from 6 counties attended the 2024 District 3 Spring Conference, what great 
attendance! There were so many first time Spring Conference attendees, we are so glad that you decided to join us!!  
Spring Conference was filled with chairman reports & guest speakers who shared their program or mission and provided 
members with information and opportunities to participate. The Homeless Women Veterans Grant program was 
supported by a district basket raffle at spring conference.  Thank you to ALL that brought baskets, purchased tickets and 
donated to the HWV Grant.  Huge appreciation for the members of Unit 383 for working the basket raffle on behalf of 
district officers.  Units also listened to Shawna Wyman of the Wisconsin Soldier and Family Readiness organization.  
Shawna shared information that assists Units in understanding what the Readiness program is and how they support 
Wisconsin’s active-duty personnel.   
 
We also want to thank the Fennimore and Grant County Legion Families for hosting this year.  All who attended appreciate 
your efforts in hosting this event.  The joint sessions with the Legion Family really packed the gymnasium!  The Joint 
Opening Ceremonies and the Tailspin presentation were amazing!  Congratulations to our Auxiliary Sergeants at Arms, 
Americanism Co-Chairmen Carol & Bill Ridgely and our Vice Presidents Lisa Bowen and Shelley Drager for their well-
planned and meaningful ceremonies!!   Thanks to all for their willingness to work together for the greater good of District 
3 and to provide the best spring conference experience possible for YOU.   
 

The author of Tailspin presented a visual story of the book and later had books available for sale and autograph.  The 
story originates with Gene Moran from Soldiers Grove, located in 3rd District.  Our District Legion Family enjoyed this 
presentation jointly over lunch at spring conference. 
  

     
John Armbruster, Tailspin Author                                               Tailspin: The Dally Crew 
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Lisa Bowen & Shelley Drager    Wisconsin President Maggie Geiger    Crawford County Officers 
 

Mix & Mingle Session 
Last year was our first year in Tri-Fold displays, this year seemed to a improvement on the reception of displaying Unit 
activities and events.  14 Units created Tri-Fold displays this year.  It is worthy of noting that these Units created displays 
for both 2023 & 2024 spring conferences: 13, 42, 59, 229, 245, 383, 437 & 482.  Thank you for continuing to share your 
success with us.  New to the Tri-Fold displays are the Units pictured below.  Great work in participating for the first time!  
Thank you to ALL the Units for creating displays for conference!!  We learn from each other and hopefully encourage 
each other as we involve more members.  Here are the new displays below: 
 

       
 

     
WI SOLDIER & FAMILY READINESS & HOMELESS WOMEN VETERAN FUND 
Guest speakers from Wisconsin Soldier and Family Readiness and ALA Homeless Women Veterans program offered 
information regarding veteran assistance & volunteer opportunities in supporting active-duty guards, reserves and 
women veterans.  These services or funds allow us to work our ALA National Security and Veteran Affairs & 
Rehabilitation (VA&R) Programs. Your participation with this organization & program can potentially impact the lives of 
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military, veterans & their families where they live or where they’re deployed to.  Check out their websites or your 
conference materials to learn more about how you and your unit can get involved! 

     
Shawna Wyman, WI Soldier & Family Readiness  Florence Wasley & Pat Smith 
       Homeless Women Veterans Grant 
================================================================================================= 
 
District 3 Poppy Chairperson Report- 4/2024  

Poppies are a year round project. The needs of our veterans and their families are year round though we put special emphasis on 

National Poppy Day , May 24th and Memorial Day. WE must remind people to wear red and wear a poppy.  

As members of the American Legion Auxiliary , we all accepted this responsibility of promoting and preserving the poppy program. We 

must encourage people to participate in he Poppy program. Share the Poppy Color Story!! Put an article in your local paper, on social 

media, put an article in your newsletter and add an envelope with history of poppy in it, a poppy so they can mail back to the chair with 

their donation. Possibly have a direct deposit , share this information in your newsletter.  

Assemble containers and put in local businesses during the month of May. I have one business that keeps it there all year.  

During the month of May have a distribution date set and a location site. Have a least two people at the location and provide contact 

information to all volunteers. Wear auxiliary logo apparel. Consider promotion tools such as flyers- how the money raised by the unit 

has helped veterans, posters or buttons. Invite local servicemembers to help in your distribution or display uniforms, boots, etc.  

Encourage Legionnaires to join you for Poppy Days and ask them to wear their Legion caps. Work with your Public Relations Chair to 

help prepare a news release announcing Poppy Day and Program Fact sheet.  

A Poppy Day Proclamation, news release template and samples are available through National Headquarters or online at 

www.ALAforVeterans.org  

Promote the Poppy Poster Contest in local schools. These can be anytime of the year. Those who participate, along with their parents, 

will in turn spread the word about the program. Use some of these posters as advertisement in local stores by hanging a color copy. 

There are ALA poppy coloring books available which is a great way to educate ids about the meaning behind the poppy. They can be 

downloaded for free from www.ALAforVeterans.org.  

We cannot let our Veterans and their families down. They gave us freedom and justice for all, so wear your red , take your poppies and 

greet your public with smiles, smiles, smiles.  

Respectfully submitted- Sheila Luhman 

 

14 



 

15 



 

 

 

16 



 

 




