
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pg. 7 – Add Maealine Bottoni (Columbia County President), 1019 Franklin St., Portage, WI 53901.  

  Ph: 608-742-2787   Email: maebottoni@gmail.com 
 

Pg. 14 – USVA Medical Center – Minneapolis, MN has changed its name to Minneapolis VA Health 

Care System 
 

Pg. 21 – Jeannine Conradt’s new email address: jlconradt4678@hotmail.com 
 

Pg. 24 – Penny Joren’s new address – 410 E Fulton #7, Waupaca, WI 54981 
 

Pg. 24 – Diane Kranig’s new email address: dianeQltr@hotmail.com 
 

Pg. 28 – Judy Walters’ complete address is – W3105 State Rd 37, Eau Claire, WI 54701  

 

 

 

 

DATES & DEADLINES   
Last updated 1/16/12  (subject to change) 

 

EVENT LOCATION DATE 

TAL MID-WINTER CONF HO-CHUNK CASINO, WISCONSIN DELLS 01/19-20, 2012 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY LUNCHEON AT 

TAL MID-WINTER CONFERENCE 

HO-CHUNK CASINO, WISCONSIN DELLS 01/21/2012 

COMMANDER/PRESIDENT’S OFFICIAL 

HOSPITAL VISIT 

USVA MEDICAL CENTER-MINNEAPOLIS (9:00 am) 02/03/2012 

TOMAH VA LOCAL CREATIVE ARTS FESTIVAL PERFORMING ARTS IN CHAPEL (9:00 am) 02/16/2012 

MILWAUKEE COUNTY CONFERENCE OF UNITS-

GEORGE WASHINGTON LUNCHEON 

KLEMMER'S BANQUET CENTER 

10401 W. OKLAHOMA AVENUE, MILWAUKEE 

02/20/2012 

DEPARTMENT ORATORICAL CONTEST RIPON COLLEGE 02/25/2012 

WASHINGTON DC CONFERENCE WASHINGTON DC 02/25-29/2012 

LEGION BIRTHDAY DINNER POST 209, ORFORDVILLE 03/17/2012 

COMMANDER DENISE ROHAN’S 

TESTIMONIAL 

TBD 03/24/2012 

7TH DISTRICT SPRING CONFERENCE NORTH FREEDOM, WI 03/24/2012 

6th DISTRICT SPRING CONFERENCE GILL’S SUPPER CLUB, WHITELAW, WI 03/31/2012 

8TH DISTRICT SPRING CONFERENCE MOOSE FAMILY CENTER, STEVENS POINT, WI 04/14/2012 

WALASBA – TOURNAMENT WATERTOWN, WI 04/14-15, 2012 

3RD DISTRICT SPRING CONFERENCE BARNEVELD, WI 04/21/2012 

 

REDBOOK CORRECTIONS 

Corrections as of January 4, 2012 

mailto:maebottoni@gmail.com
mailto:jlconradt4678@hotmail.com
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Honoring Our Veterans by Engaging the American Legion Family in  
Service Not Self for God and Country 

 
Greetings, 

 Hereõs hoping you had a wonderful holiday season!  
 

 Are you ready to get those member and unit impact reports 
tabulated?  Just look at it like a Sudoko puzzle book.  
Remember that I am here at 715-668-5661 to answer your 
questions.  As Iõve told those who have already called me, do 
the best you can to estimate for the members who donõt 
send in their individual reports.  Making a phone call to 
survey them will give you a chance to reconnect with those 
members who canõt attend your meetings. (The personal 
touch is always a winner-be aware if they have renewed for 
2012 and be ready to prompt them to send in their dues if 
they havenõt paid.)  Donõt forget to survey your juniors-their 
volunteer hours count, too.  
 

 Iõm setting aside at least a week in early March to work on 
reading through your narrative reports and sending my 
recommendations to your Department Chairman about 
your great work!  Just tell me what youõve been doing-use 
specific money amounts, descriptions of what you did, and 
numbers of people involved-(those who attended and 
volunteered) Sending photos would be a plus! Donõt worry 
about the pod divisions because I will be able to figure that 
out. Use email or snail mail-it all works for me! 
 

 Thanks to all who have donated for Libraries of Love! Happy 
February Celebrations!  Make it happen for our veterans 
and our troops! 

 

Joan Chwala, Department President 

2012 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 



 

 
 

NATIONAL PRESIDENTôS OFFICIAL VISIT TO WISCONSIN 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Department of Wisconsin will be honored with a visit by our National President Kris Nelson 

of Minnesota for 3 days, June 20, 21 and 22.  The following is a schedule of activities planned 

for this occasion. 

¶ June 20 and 21 – Attendance at our American Legion Auxiliary Badger Girls State 

session on the UW-Oshkosh campus. 

¶ June 22, tentatively 11:30 am – Tour of the Camouflage Quilt Project in Plymouth, WI. 

¶ June 22, Cocktails and Dinner – Amore’s Restaurant, 18 W. Mill St., Plymouth, WI.  

Cocktails at 6 p.m. (cash bar), dinner served family style at 7 p.m. - $25.00 per person.  

R.S.V.P. Betty Grothe, 955 Anton Rd., Plymouth, WI 53073 – Phone: (920) 893-5194 by 

June 8
th

. 

 

American Legion Auxiliary members are invited to meet National President Kris Nelson during 

the tour of the Camouflage Quilt Project (more details to follow) or the Cocktails/Dinner event 

on June 22
nd

.  Reservations are limited to the first 200 people. 

 

For additional information, please contact Jan Pulvermacher-Ryan. 

Phone:  608-246-9707 – jlp004@charter.net. 

2012 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 
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GREETINGS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 
Executive Secretary/Treasurer – Bonnie Dorniak 

Website: www.amlegionauxwi.org                               Email: deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org 

Phone: 608-745-0124                  Toll free: 866-664-3863                 FAX: 608-745-1947 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  As the cold weather sets in, may the American Legion Auxiliary warm the hearts 

and souls of our military, veterans, and their families throughout the year with thoughtfulness and 

generosity.  Don’t forget why you became a member–continue your support! 

  

CONTESTS & AWARDS:  The Contests & Awards information was mailed to all Units in early 

December.  If you have any questions, please contact the appropriate program chairman (a list of 

chairmen was included with the mailing). 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS/AMERICANISM ESSAY CONTESTS:  Please pay close attention to the 

Department and National deadlines and submit applications on time.  It is disappointing when student 

applications are disqualified for being late. 

  

SPRING CONFERENCES:  Save the Date!!!  Please encourage members to attend your District’s 

Spring Conference to demonstrate support and appreciation to all the District Officers for the work they 

do on behalf of the American Legion Auxiliary and our veterans.  Conferences that have been scheduled 

are listed below.  Additional details will be provided in future mailings and posted on the Department 

website.  

 3/24: 7
th
 District  4/28 1

st
 District 

 3/31: 6
th
 District   2

nd
 District 

 4/14: 8
th
 District  5/12 4

th
 District 

 4/21: 3
rd

 District   9
th
 District 

   10
th
 District  6/2 12

th
 District 

   11
th
 District 

 

UNIT ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT:  The Unit Annual Impact Report has been updated based on 

feedback that National Headquarters received last year.  The Unit Annual Impact Report and Narrative 

Report forms were included in the November Unit Mailing (for December & January meetings) but can 

also be accessed from the Department website (www.amlegionauxwi.org).  Every Unit President should 

submit the completed Unit Annual Impact Report to their District President by March 15, 2012.  The 

Narrative Report should be submitted to Department President Joan Chwala by March 15, 2012.  

Please direct any questions to the appropriate department program chairman. 

 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICES: National Headquarters plans to send the second membership 

dues reminder notice in January to members whose 2012 dues were not processed at Department 

Headquarters by December 21
st
.  If you have members who have not paid their 2012 membership dues, 

please contact them, reminding them that benefits and privileges of membership are suspended when their 

annual dues are delinquent (1/31/2012).  

 

POPPY ORDERS:  If you have not yet submitted your Poppy Orders to Department Headquarters for 

2012, please do so by February 1
st
.  If you placed an order last year but haven’t sent your 20% poppy 

profit to Department, your order will be delayed until this is paid.  Order forms are available on the ALA 

website (www.amlegionauxwi.org) or by calling Department Headquarters. 

2012 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 
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Americanism 
Joanie Dickerson, Department Chairman 

Ph: 608-996-2152  Email: jomarie@tds.net 

 

 Americanism is an unfailing love of country, loyalty to its institutions and ideals, 

eagerness to defend it against all enemies, individual allegiance to the flag, and a desire to 

secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity.  

 As an organization dedicated to God and country, we commit ourselves to promoting 

active, responsible citizenship. Through our words and actions, we lead the way in our local 

communities. 

   We have many opportunities to exhibit good citizenship and patriotism. Flying the flag 

and being the “go to” people for flag education and etiquette is one we can demonstrate daily. 

Organizing and participating in respectful observances of patriotic holidays and remembrances to 

promote conscious recognition of the sacrifices that were made to secure the fundamental 

freedoms we enjoy today is another.  

   Educating our youth about the responsibilities of citizenship is also a way we ensure we 

are carrying out the ideals stated in our preamble ñto inculcate a sense of individual obligation to 

the community, state, and nation.ò Our Americanism Essay contest invites school-aged children 

to write about their duty to our great country. This year’s essay topic is “How Can I Show My 

Patriotism in My Community?”  Children from grades 3 through 12 are eligible to take part and 

essay lengths vary by age group. This is a great way to get young people thinking about what 

they do to support their communities and show their patriotism. Reach out to your local schools 

and invite them to participate. Deadline for submitting your winning essays to me is April 11
th

, 

2012.  

 The American Leaders Youth Summit presented by Freedoms Foundation at Valley 

Forge is another wonderful opportunity for students grades 10 through 12. Participants meet 

other young people from across the United States and learn more about important topics 

associated with their constitutional rights and responsibilities as a citizen. Although the National 

American Legion Auxiliary no longer provides financial support for this program, it is still 

affiliated with Freedoms Foundation and supports its effort to inspire young people to become 

engaged citizens committed to participating in our democracy. This version of the previous 

Americanism Conference will include all the elements of civic education, leadership training and 

historical touring that our sponsored students have experienced in the past.  

 The Youth Summit will be held February 23-26, 2012 at Valley Forge, PA at a cost of 

$450 per person. This does not include transportation to/from Pennsylvania. There are no 

scholarships for this program. All costs for attendance must be borne by the participant or 

sponsoring unit. Consider working with other civic groups in your community to sponsor a 

student for this conference. Many young people from Wisconsin have attended in the past and 

reported on their enjoyable and educational experience. Copies of the application can be found 

on the Department website (www.amlegionauxwi.org).  

2012 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 
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AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY – DEPARTMENT OF WISCONSIN 

Scholarship & Contest entry deadlines: 
 

Education – Award for Unit with Most Outstanding Literacy program, send to Department Education 

Chairman 

2/28/2012 

Education – Award for Unit with most outstanding American Education Week Program, send to 

Department Education Chairman 

1/31/2012 

Education – National Scholarship application, send to local Unit for judging  3/1/2012 

VA & R – entry for Unit VA & R Chairman with Best Overall VA program, send to Department VA & R 

Chairman 

3/1/2012 

VA&R – entry for District with Most Outstanding Overall VA&R program, send to Department 

Chairman 

3/1/2012 

VA & R – entry for Unit with Most Outstanding Event honoring Veterans, send to Department VA & R 

Chairman 

3/1/2012 

VA&R – Individual Award for extraordinary service to veterans through the VAVS Program, send 

nominations to Director of Hospital Volunteers 

3/1/2012 

Education – all Department Scholarship applications send to Department Education Chairman 3/15/2012 

Education –National Scholarship application, one (1) per Unit, send to Department Education Chairman 

for judging 

3/15/2012 

Education – Award for Unit with Most Outstanding Scholarship Program, send to Department Education 

Chairman 

3/31/2012 

Americanism Essay’s due at local Unit for judging 4/1/2012 

Membership – Recruit 3 entry, send to Department Headquarters 4/1/2012 

Americanism Essay, One (1) per Unit in each class, forwarded to Department Americanism Chairman for 

judging 

4/11/2012 

Education – Award for Unit with most outstanding promotion of education for military children, send to 

Department Education Chairman 

4/30/2012 

Education – Award for Unit with most outstanding Veteran in the Classroom Program, send to 

Department Education Chairman 

4/30/2012 

Auxiliary Emergency Fund - Unit with most donations from June 1, 2011 thru May 1, 2012, Send 

donations to Department Headquarters. 

5/1/2012 

Chaplain’s Prayer Book contest entries, send to Department Chaplain 5/1/2012 

Chaplain – participation awards for Junior and Senior Members (six categories) who submit a scrapbook 

and essay, send to Department Chaplain 

5/1/2012 

Children & Youth - Award entries for Unit with Most Outstanding Program promoting Children & Youth 

activities, send to Department Children & Youth Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Children & Youth - Award entries for Unit “Honoring their Service” with the best innovative program 

supporting military children, send to Department Children & Youth Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Community Service - Unit Award entry for best overall Community Service, send to Department 

Community Service Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Community Service – entry for Junior Volunteer in VA facility, send to Department VA & R Chairman 5/1/2012 

Community Service – Award entries for Junior member for outstanding volunteer service provided 

during 2011-2012 administrative year, send to Department Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Community Service – Award entries for Senior member for outstanding volunteer service provided 

during 2011-2012 administrative year, send to Department Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Community Service – Unit Award entry for the Most Outstanding Promotion of a Monthly Community 

Service Program, send to Department Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Education – recognition of every Unit participating in the Give 10 to Education Program, send to Central 

Division Education Chairman 

5/1/2012 

History – participation award for members who submit a completed “Veterans History Project”, send to 

Department Historian 

5/1/2012 

History – participation award for members who submit article on a famous auxiliary member, send to 

Department Historian 

5/1/2012 

-over- 



 

History – Year-end narrative report from all historians, send to Department Historian 5/1/2012 

Junior Activity – Unit award entry for Best Overall Junior Activities Program, send to Department Junior 

Activities Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Junior Activity – Unit Award entry for Best Junior Program in Division, send to Department Junior 

Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Junior Activity – one (1) entry per Unit for Junior Member of the year, send to Department Junior 

Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Membership – Silver Brigade entry, send to Department Headquarters  5/1/2012 

Past President Parley – nominations for Salute to Female Veteran, send to Department Chairman  5/1/2012 

Past President Parley – nomination for Unit Member of the Year, send to Department Chairman 5/1/2012 

Poppy Program – Miss Poppy contest, one entry in each class per District, send to Department Chairman 5/1/2012 

Poppy Program – entry for Unit Chairman with Best Poppy Program, send to Department Chairman 5/1/2012 

Poppy Program – Poppy Poster contest, one (1) poster in each class per District, send to Department 

Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Public Relations – entry for Unit with most unique Community Display, send to Department Chairman 5/1/2012 

Public Relations – entry for Best Senior ALA Public Relations Write – up and Best Junior Public 

Relations Write-up describing the most unique way your Unit promotes the ALA, send to Department 

Public Relations Chairman.   

5/1/2012 

National Security – Unit award entry for demonstrating the best Yellow Ribbon project in Central 

Division, send to Department National Security Chairman 

5/1/2012 

National Security – Unit award entry for Overall Participation in the Department Plan, send entry to 

Department Chairman 

5/1/2012 

National Security – Unit participation award for conducting Civil Preparedness (CERT) training, send to 

Department Chairman 

5/1/2012 

Public Relations – Unit participation award for Innovative Online PR Activities, send to Divisional PR 

Chairman Sandy Findeiss 

5/1/2012 

Legislative – Unit entry for Most Outstanding Overall Legislative Program in each Division, send to 

Department Legislative Chairman 

5/10/2012 

Americanism “Dorothy Pearl” Award entry by a Unit for the Most Outstanding Americanism Program 

targeting children & youth, send to Department Americanism Chairman 

5/12/2012 

Americanism Award entry by a Junior group with the Most Outstanding Americanism Program, send to 

Department Americanism Chairman 

5/12/2012 

Leadership – Unit, County, District who host a Leadership Workshop 5/15/2012 

Poppy Usage Program – Voting and judging will be by photo (8x10) submission. The entries are 

designs of your choosing using official ALA poppies and may be of the following nature: wreaths, 

centerpieces, corsage, along with photos of projects that promote poppy use throughout the year.   

Submit Project photos to Department Chairman and donations (with Poppy Usage Contest form) to 

Department Headquarters. 

5/15/2012 

National Security – Unit award entry for Most Outstanding Overall Program serving and supporting 

military families, send to Central Division National Security Chairman 

6/1/2012 

Public Relations – Unit award entry for Best Three Media Releases with Emphasis on ALA Programs in 

Central Division, send to National PR Vice Chairman Teri Miller 

6/1/2012 

Public Relations – citation for Unit that develops New Web Site, send to National Public Relations 

Committee member Dee Dee Buckley 

6/1/2012 

Public Relations – entry for Junior group with Best Media Coverage, send to National Public Relations 

Committee member Gloria J. Shaw Johnston. 

6/1/2012 

History – Senior Unit, County or District history book, send to Department Historian 6/15/2012 

History – Junior Unit, County or District history book, send to Department Historian 6/15/2012 

 

 

If you have any questions concerning rules and deadlines please contact each program’s Chairman refer 

to the list in the Contest & Awards Packet that was sent to each Unit President.     

January 2012 



 

 

 
 
 
 

BADGER LEGIONNAIRE & WISCONSIN PUBLICATION POLICIES 
 
For publication in the Badger Legionnaire please e-mail text and pictures in digital format to the 
editor, David Kurtz, at adjutant@wilegion.org    
 
For publication in the Wisconsin please e-mail text and pictures in digital format to the editor, 
Bonnie Dorniak at deptsec@amlegionauxwi.org  
 
Items received in digital format are much more likely to be printed than items mailed to 
the office. 
 

Please do not send pictures and/or articles from your local paper for publication unless you 
have obtained written permission from the newspaper to reproduce such.  Include that written 
permission with your submission.  We cannot and will not reproduce copywrited material without 
permission.   
 

When submitting photos, please make sure they are of the highest quality and resolution 
possible.  Pictures with members are wearing their Legion caps or displaying a Legion or 
Auxiliary emblem will have a higher likelihood of being published.  Poor quality photos and 
reprints mailed to the office will not be used.  All photos should be accompanied by a listing 
of the individuals in the photo in the order in which they appear. 
 

We operate on a five (5) week publication cycle, if you miss the deadline your item will most 
likely not be held over until the next issue due to the volume of submissions we receive.  
 

There is limited space available in the Badger Legionnaire and the Wisconsin; therefore we do 
not have the space to publish meeting notices, local Unit events, 50+ members, etc.  These 
items are best left to your local newspaper and District or Unit newsletters. 
 

We also reserve the right to edit or refuse any submission based on interest to ñallò members or 
objectionable content.   
 

Submissions will not be returned whether or not they are used in the publication. 
 

 If you have a question about whether your item in newsworthy, please contact the editor 
in advance.  

January 2012 
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WALASBA BOWLING 

Gail Faust, Chairman 

Ph: 608-798-2472  Email: gmfaust@hotmail.com 

 

  

 Unit 189-Watertown is our host Unit this year for the Annual 9-Pin Tap Tournament and 

these ladies have decided to do something “special” for participants. Tournament dates are April 

14-15 and April 21-22, 2012 at Watertown 18 Bowling Lanes.  

  

 Registration forms will be sent to each team captain participating in last year’s 

tournament, as well as being included in the Unit mailings and on the Department website.  

Contact your Unit President if you are interested in getting a team together.  To be eligible for 

this tournament, bowlers must have a current Wisconsin Auxiliary card and be over 18 years of 

age.  This is not a sanctioned league, so bowling in a league is not a necessity to participate.  If 

you are interested and don’t have a team, or just want to be a substitute, let the Tournament 

Manager know the dates you’re available and what you’re interested in bowling (team, singles, 

doubles, all events) – be specific.  Then your name will be available for that weekend, or if a 

team is in need of someone.     

 

 Please read the entry form carefully.  Only the Unit Membership Chairman and/or 

President are designated to sign the form.  Team Captains - It is your responsibility to replace 

absent bowlers.  The Bowling Committee or the host Unit will not/cannot be responsible for 

finding replacement bowlers.   

 

 Entries must be mailed to the Tournament Manager prior to the deadline indicated:  

Anna Randall, Tournament Manager, 41 Crescent Street #11, Mazomanie, WI  53560.  If you 

have questions, please contact Anna at 608-225-8579 or via email at 

agraham092802@yahoo.com 

 

We look forward to seeing you in Watertown in April!!!   

2012 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 
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HOMELESS WOMEN VETERANS PROGRAM 

Kathy Wollmer, Chairman 

Ph: 608-343-5502  Email: k.wollmer@yahoo.com 

 

 

Unit Presidents, VA & R Chairmen and Members: 

 

  I am asking for your to continued support of the American Legion Auxiliary Homeless Women Veteran 

Fund. With your donations, we can continue to offer assistance to homeless or at-risk of being homeless 

women Veterans as they struggle to put their lives back together, find peace and gain confidence to move 

forward. Please contribute using a Poppy Fund Suggested Donation Sheet and marking #4456 – Homeless 

Female Veterans. 
 

  The “thank you” note below is from Sharen Pease – Director at the Union Grove Veterans Assistance 

Program. I share this with you, so you can appreciate what a difference you have made in the lives of 

women Veterans. It is because of your generous donations that women such as Elizabeth have been given 

a “hand-up” in support as they transition from homelessness to independence living.  The Homeless 

Women Veteran Grant Funds has made it possible for 29 women Veterans to receive Grants in amounts 

of $300 to $2000.   
 

 Kathy,  

 

Please convey my thanks and appreciation for this assistance you are giving Elizabeth.  This is a 

hugh help in her movement forward to an independent life.  Liz, as we call her is one of the most 

determined veterans I have seen come into the program. She is focused on her goals and making 

a life for herself that includes an apartment and a job, as well as volunteering at agencies in the 

Racine community. She has also expressed an interest in going back to school, which if I know 

Liz she will follow through on.  It is so rewarding to see groups like the American Legion 

Auxiliary help veterans in need.  The veterans have given so much and it helps them feel like they 

are not forgotten when others offer assistance. Life gives us some very hard knocks sometimes 

and if we can recover from these times we are stronger and have a renewed faith in the goodness 

of others. So I thank you, Center for Veterans Issues, Ltd, thanks you and I know that Liz thanks 

you for your support.   

  

Warmly, 

Sharen Pease - Director VAP/VPSE 

Cottage 16, 21425 Spring St. 

Union Grove, Wisconsin  53182 

262-633-5180 

Cell- 262-488-2078 

Sharen.pease@cvivet.org 

 

  The applications for Grant assistance requires that women Veterans have received an honorable military 

discharge, be participating in a VA benefit program and be sponsored by a County Veterans Service 

Officer, Veteran Benefits Assistant or VA Caseworker.  No money is given directly to the Veteran, but to 

landlords, vendors and suppliers.  These rules have provided a very thorough screening method and have 

received the full cooperation of the sponsors. 

2012 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 
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HOMELESS WOMEN VETERANS PROGRAM 

Kathy Wollmer, Chairman 

Ph: 608-343-5502  Email: k.wollmer@yahoo.com 

 
Unit Presidents, VA & R Chairmen and Members: 
 

MAKING CONNECTIONS ï WOMEN to WOMEN PROGRAM – has come about through working 

with the women Veterans Grant program and finding that women Veterans are not taking advantage of 

the VA benefits and services they have earned through their military service.  
 

Two of the major contributing factors in homelessness among women Veterans are PTSD (post-

traumatic-stress disorder) and MST (military sexual trauma.) 
 

The 2010 Annual Homeless Report to Congress estimates 144,842 Veterans are at some point during the 

year are in emergency shelters, transitional housing or unsheltered. 
 

Typically, homeless women Veterans are younger than their male counterparts 47 vs 61 years, have lower 

income in their civilian jobs, experience high rates of unemployment, 16% higher than male Veterans and 

double that of non-veterans, 20% of homeless women Veterans have reported experience of military 

sexual trauma and the majority suffer from post-traumatic-stress disorder 
 

Wisconsin reports estimate that on a single night in January, 609 Veterans were homeless (in emergency 

shelters, transitional housing or unsheltered) 48 are women Veterans and 12 were households with 

children.  ñNo Veteran should have to sleep on the streets they fought to protect.) VA Assistant Secretary Tammy 

Duckworth.  
 

Making Connections ï Women to Women is a program developed through the joint efforts of the 

Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary, Wisconsin American Red Cross and Wisconsin Vet Centers with 

collaboration and contributions from many VA agencies and Veteran support groups who work with 

women Veterans. 
 

With this program we are asking the American Legion Auxiliary members to become a local resource of 

support and information for women Veterans throughout Wisconsin. We are not asking them to provide 

services, but to be supportive and encouraging to Veterans and to assist them in learning about and 

helping them make use of the Veteran benefits they have earned and are entitled to.  
 

Making Connections ï Women to Women Program is offering to come to your area, give a two-hour 

presentation about Veteran Benefits; what is available and who to contact. We are asking you to reach out 

to women Veterans in your community.  
 

Please feel free to call or email with your questions or to set up a time for us to give a presentation for 

your members.  
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Honoring our Veterans by Engaging the American Legion Family in Service not Self for God and Country 

 

2011-2012 American Legion Auxiliary  

ñHonoring their Serviceò with our Membership 
 

ASK = Membership 
 

Members ï how to get them, how to keep them.  That’s the question! 
 

The bottom line is that the getting and the keeping rest largely with the unit and its members.  

Our Department Membership Committee is prepared to help you in any way they can.  BUT the 

proven way to gain new members is to: 
  

 Ask someone to join – 
 

       Share knowledge – 
 

  Keep then involved in activities. 
 

The membership committee is asking you to share ideas of projects, events or campaigns that 

have increased your unit membership.  It is this positive energy that attracts new members.  

Members who want to participate with a group that has a definite focus, a group that likes being 

together and doing things. 
 

We often talk about increasing our membership but more to the point how do we ourselves 

interact together in our units?  That is what we need to share with others so they will want to be a 

part of the action and share the action within our units. 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 

Thank you members of the Wisconsin American Legion Auxiliary for your dedication in 

helping President Joan and the Department Membership Team reach their goal of 100% in 

Membership for the 2012 Year. 

 

As of the 1/4/2012 National Membership Report the Department of Wisconsin is in 2
nd

 

Place in the Nation and 2
nd

 Place in the Central Division with 82.52%.  Thank you!  We 

only need 4,708 members to reach 100%.   

 

Unit Membership Chairman ï Start a Membership Campaign during the month of 

January with help from your Unit Leadership and call all members who have not renewed 

and ask them to consider paying their dues.  Promote a positive energy that will retain and 

recruit members into your Unit.   

Membership Chairman:  Teresa Isensee (10th District), isensee@centurytel.net  (home) 715-667-3528 (cell) 715-577-5259 

Membership Committee: Kitty Larkin (1
st
 District), kittysltr@wi.rr.com  (home) 262-649-3399 

Membership Committee:  Linda Kostka (11
th

 District), miss_linda57@hotmail.com (home) 715-685-0111 (cell) 715-209-8135 

Membership Headquarters:  Andrea Stoltz, alawi@amlegionauxwi.org 608-745-0124 
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VETERANS AFFAIRS AND REHABILITATION 

Virginia Kodl, Department Chairman 

Phone: 715-669-5432  e-mail: kodlvirg@discover-net.net 

 
 Reach out to the Family Readiness Group at the Army Reserve Base or the National 

Guard Armory in your area for information on who needs help in your community and how you 

can reach them. Check with your neighbors and local schools for the same information. Personal 

contact is one of the best ways to find out who needs help. Once you have found the veterans, 

active-duty military and families that need help, leave them a secret food bag on their doorstep 

with a small note from your unit; “A gift from the American Legion Auxiliary Unit (number)” 

and a short, uplifting message that offers your help. Bags can also be left at schools and churches 

for the families they know need help. Remember: These are proud veterans and families, and 

they deserve our compassion and support. 
 

 February celebrates many holidays and events including a “Salute to Hospitalized 

Veterans”. This gives us the opportunity to “Honor their service with generosity.” Remember 

that poppy funds can be used for many things as long as they are for veterans. 
 

 Many veterans in VA hospitals do not have family to care for them and or an income that 

would allow comfort. Think about making a food bag to fit a veteran leaving the hospital with 

the necessities he/she may need. When you visit a VA facility and deliver your Valentine cards, 

usually during Salute to Hospitalized Veterans week, include a note that lets the veteran know 

your Unit has a food pantry program, and give details on how he/she can obtain a food bag once 

they are discharged. The cards can be made by your Juniors or by local schools. Establish a 

relationship with hospital staff. With this partnership, the staff will be able to identify the veteran 

who will need something extra when he/she leaves the hospital. If you volunteer at your local 

VA Community Based Outreach Clinic (CBOC) let staff there know about your food pantry 

program, and they can send veterans to you who are in need. 
 

 February is Americanism Month and this is a great opportunity to bring awareness to the 

responsibility of being a good citizen. Americanism is not only about being patriotic; it’s also 

looking out for your neighbor, a veteran. Host an event for your food pantry program so the 

community knows you are there, and advertise as much as possible. You can celebrate Lincoln 

and Washington’s birthdays with a big patriotic food drive or fundraising campaign for your 

food pantry. Distribute poppies during your event if possible.  
 

 Valentine’s Day is a great time to have a fundraising event for our veterans in need. Your 

Unit can host a sweetheart dinner and/or dance to raise funds to feed hungry, homeless veterans 

with your food bags.  This is also a great time to partner with local schools to possibly work on a 

Valentine project together. Students can make Valentine cards to be distributed in the food bags 

all month long. 
 

 Have you thought about working with your County Veteran Service Officer and the Vet 

Center to set up a “Women to Women - Making Connections” program in your county. The units 

that have done this with a follow-up “Stand-Down” for women veterans have reaped many 

rewards. Let’s get this program working. 

2012 January Unit Mailing for February Meeting 

mailto:kodlvirg@discover-net.net


 

 



 



 



 

 


